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This year marks Bennett Spring State 
Park’s 100th anniversary, as the first 
land purchase made to establish the 
park took place on December 27, 1924. 
Josie Bennett-Smith, the proprietor of 
the Brice Inn, located in the village of 
Brice, close to the current Park Store and 
the Bennett Spring Church of God, sold 
her 8.5 acres to the state on that date. 
She was a direct descendant of James 
Brice, the first settler who came into 
this valley, along with his wife, Ann, in 
1837. Josie’s acreage was inherited from 
him, her grandfather. In April 1925, her 
brother, William Sherman Bennett, sold 
565 acres, including the famous spring 
itself, to the state, the land that would 
become the heart of Bennett Spring State 
Park. Four hundred and twenty-seven 
of those acres could be traced directly 
back to his grandfather, James Brice.

Today’s Bennett Spring State Park 
personnel have a day of historical-
ly-based activities planned for area 
residents and visitors alike, to celebrate 
the park’s monumental birthday on 
Saturday, October 5.

Hayley Schnaath, the park and his-
toric site specialist at Bennett Spring, 
lined out the day’s activities, starting 
at 10 am.

“The day begins with EznDil, a pair 
of musician-storytellers, Mike and 
Nancee Micham of Taneyville, Mo., a 

village just outside of Branson,” Hayley 
shared. “They will be followed by the 
Gospel-Bluegrass band, Red Letter Edi-
tion, who will be playing from 1-3 pm 
and then Lindley Creek of Buffalo, also 
Bluegrass entertainment, will finish out 
the day’s music from 4-6 pm. All of this 

will be on the mobile stage over at the 
parking lot at Picnic Shelter B, located 
on the far side of the Whistle Bridge.”

She continued. “Dr. Brooks Blevins, 
a historian of Ozark studies from Mis-
souri State University in Springfield will 
be speaking at the Nature Center from 

1-1:45 pm, presenting a program enti-
tled  Magic Waters and Silver Dollars: 
A History of Ozark Tourism.”

Hayley added. “The Laclede County 
Route 66 Society will have a car show 
that day in Zone 1 and back at Shelter 
House B, there will also be a Dutch oven 
cooking demonstration. We plan to 
have rope-making demonstrations and 
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417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks

OPEN OPEN 
ALL ALL 

YEAR YEAR 
ROUNDROUND

Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

It’s OK to Peek!
Bennett Spring “Country’s” ONLY 
website featuring the area’s best 
fishing, floating, food, insightful 
articles, and Trout Talk! 

Hayley Schnaath

Submitted photo
The white clapboard Brice Inn was the lone hotel in the village of Brice and the 
first at  Bennett Spring. Originally owned by Josie Bennett-Smith, she sold her inn 
and the surrounding eight acres to the state on Dec.  27, 1924 making it the initial 
purchase of land to establish Bennett Spring State Park. After the state purchase, 
different persons continued to manage the inn for the first few years including Juanita 
Donnelly, pictured here circa 1927, with her three year old son, David. Juanita’s hus-
band, Phillip Donnelly, a prominent Lebanon attorney became the state’s governor 
25 years later, making her the state’s First Lady. Their son, David became a highly 
respected attorney in Lebanon, passing away at the age of 93 in 2018. The Brice 
Inn like the rest of the town of Brice was demolished by the CCC.



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK SEPTEMBER 2024 PAGE 3

ANNIVERSARY from page 2

Fishing the 
Missouri 

Trout Parks, 
written by Jim 

Washabaugh, covers 
fishing the parks 

with all types of baits, 
lures, and flies, with 
both spinning and fly 

fishing tackle.

Get your 
copy today!

Available at several Bennett Spring locations. 
See missouritrout.com for more information.

Submitted photo
James Brice and Peter Bennett Jr were both known to have built different mills 
at Brice, later known as Bennett Spring but nobody knows exactly how many. All 
were destroyed by flood or fire. This last mill was built in 1900 by several business 
partners from Lebanon. Like the others, it was used initially for local farmers crops 
and then for several years after the park's formation, to grind trout feed. And sadly, 
while two different groups were sparring over historical preservation versus tearing 
down the mill to expand the hatchery pools, this mill mysteriously burned late one 
night in the 1940s.

SEE ‘ANNIVERSARY’/PAGE 5

historic toys including kits for making 
yarn dolls will also be available. We 
have staff and volunteers coming in 
from other state parks that day to help 
out.”

Other plans for the day include a 
CCC re-enactor who will be on hand, 
wearing the kind of uniform the CCC 
workers used. He’ll be talking about 
their life in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps, an economic relief program of 
the 1930s that saved thousands of Mid-

west farm families with work around 
the country, work that built parks like 
Bennett Spring.

Hayley continued. “We’ll have other 
historical displays on site, like one of 
fishing equipment from past decades 
and we’ll also have various artisan 
vendor booths  that day, selling their 
crafts. The Missouri State Parks will 
have its own souvenir booth and of 
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You’ll feel like you’ve 
taken a step back in 
time when you take 
a short drive to visit 
the Leadmine area 

Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty 
homemade foods, 
browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor 

goods and stock up 
on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to 
spend any weekday 

or Saturday 
afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in TimeBack in Time

2

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S
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The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
with a German twist

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

2

1

Submitted photo
William Lenz, dubbed 'The Boy Photographer' due to his youthful appearance 
despite being in his 20s, left us dozens of excellent black and white photos of 
Bennett Spring. It was taken at a time when producing photographs included not 
only lugging bulky awkward equipment from place to place, but also required the 
photographer to carefully align his subjects before taking the shot. Then he had 
to spend hours developing his prints in a dark room setting to make certain all his 
previous efforts hadn't been wasted. The Confluence, taken in 1925, just as the 
dream of Bennett Spring State Park that had been as fleeting as the area's morning 
mists, was becoming a reality. A favorite rendezvous point, where lovers, friends 
and families met for picnics, the mixing of the waters of the Spring Branch and the 
Niangua River still draws fishermen to its tranquil shores.

ANNIVERSARY from page 3
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Bulk & Surplus Groceries
• Bulk Spices • Deli Meat & Cheeses
• Discount Groceries • Bulk Candy

• Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers 

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park • 324 State Rd E. Tunas 
 • 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy •  9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon–Thurs 8–5pm • Fri 8–6pm • Sat 8–5pm • Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT417-993-3017

SANDWICH TRAYS, VEGGI TRAYS, FRUIT TRAYS, MEAT & CHEESE TRAY | COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRAYS

Meadowview Dutch MarketMeadowview Dutch Market
CUSTOM

HANDMADE

SANDWICHES

2

Bennett Spring State Park will host 
the 6th annual picking up pawpaws 
contest Sept. 14 through 28. 

The pawpaw is Missouri's largest ed-
ible fruit, according to information from 
Missouri State Parks. It can grow up 
to 6 inches long and is often described 
as a banana with mango flavor. The 
fruit can be eaten raw or baked. Lewis 
and Clark were known to eat them 
on their expedition in 1806; American 
Indians wove the inner bark into fibers 

for cloth, and pioneers used the inner 
bark for stringing fish, according to the 
contest announcement. The pawpaw is 
also Missouri's official state fruit tree. 

“We invite you to go for a hike or 
search your own private pawpaw patch 
to find the biggest pawpaw you can. 
Bring it to the nature center at Bennett 
Spring State Park to be officially entered 
into the contest. The winner will receive 
a prize. Peak ripening is in September,” 
according to the parks press release.

Pawpaws will be weighed at the 
nature center Wednesday through Sun-

day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pickers will 
provide their name and phone number 
along with the county in Missouri 
where the pawpaw was harvested. A 
photo will be taken of each picker and 
pawpaw.

The winner of the contest will be 
announced at 1 p.m. on Sept. 28 at the 
nature center. There will be wild edibles 
to try prior to the announcement.

Picking up pawpaws contest is Sept. 14-28
LCR STAFF

ANNIVERSARY from page 3

course, the Bennett Spring Park store 
will have plenty of 100th anniversary 
merchandise available, too.

“Finally,” she concluded, “we’ll 
finish the day with an outdoor movie 
at Shelter B, A River Runs Through It.”

Anyone with questions or interest in 
a vendor’s booth may contact Hayley 

Schnaath at the Bennett Spring State 
Park Office, Wednesday through Sun-
day at 417-532-4338.

Schedule for October 5
At Shelter B – 
10 am-Noon -  Music and Storytell-

ing by EznDil
1-3 pm – Gospel and Bluegrass music 

by Red Letter Edition
4-6 pm – Bluegrass music by Lindley 

Creek
All day – Dutch oven cooking 

demonstrations
     Rope-making
     Yarn doll making
 Vendors Zone 1 – Car show courtesy 

of Route 66 Society 
Nature Center – 1-1:45 -Magic Wa-

ters and Silver Dollars:
A History of Ozarks Tourism by 

MSU history professor Dr. Brooks 
Blevins

Shelter B, 6:30-8:30 pm– Movie,  A 
River Runs Through It
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Take the short 11 mile drive 
to food, fun, fashion and more!

We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into 
the city of Lebanon.  Stay straight on 
Jefferson until you reach Commercial.  
Whether you decide to turn right or 
left on Commercial Street, you will 
find lots of interesting things to do 
like visiting Downtown businesses or 
attending one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 
antique stores, gift shops, salons, 
jewelry stores, music stores, an art 
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to 
visit Downtown soon or perhaps 
return to our area to enjoy one of our 
upcoming events.  

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

• Drinks • Soups • Salads • Steaks • Seafood  
• BBQ • Burgers • Sandwiches • Full Bar

Smokin Delicious

112 W. Commercial St. • (417) 322-5295 
Crazy Daisy Boutique

Small - 3x Women’s Clothing 
 Jewelry • Purses

Where comfy & comfort collide

208 W Commercial, Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Monday-Saturday 9-5       @TheRustyRoosterMarketPlace

Bargains in 
Blooms!

 Vintage  Lawn Furniture 
 Home Decor  Antiques  Local Artisan Goods

RUSTY ROOSTER
 MARKET PLACE
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Upcoming Events

LEBANON FARMERS MARKET
Open Wednesdays 11 am to 3 pm | Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm 

Downtown Lebanon is excited to bring you First Friday! 
Join us for a night on the town.

Our shops will have extended hours, deals, activities, artists, artisans, and 
more. Come enjoy our cozy restaurants, grab a drink or two, and soak up 

the vibrant atmosphere. 

Visit https://www.downtownlebanonmo.com/first-friday/ 
to see all participating businesses.

Downtown businesses, artists, and artisans interested in participating can 
email director@downtownlebanonmo.com for more info.

September 6th • 5PM - 8PM

��
��
��

������

CASE CELEBRATION AT THE OZARKS!
Free Admission for all the fun to be had!

Apple Peeling, Bubba Gum Blowing, & Cornhole Contests
Free Knife Sharpening

Huge Sale Tables Of Case Knives
Serial #1 Case Knives Auction.

Live Bluegrass Music
Hourly & Grand Prize Drawing

& Free Lunch Served On The Grounds!
Come Join Us September 7th at 9am

Shepherd Hills Factory Outlet  
(417) 532-7000 

I-44 Exit 127 - Lebanon, MO
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The Goodwin Hollow Creek 
Bridge Replacement Project 
remains on track for its set 
completion date in December, 
according to Resident Engineer 
Chris Graham. “Currently, the 
contractor is working to com-
plete the bridge substructure 
and installing rock fill to ac-
commodate the alignment shift 
on Rout 64 to tie into the new 
bridge,” Graham wrote. 

“Upon completion of the 
substructure, the contractor will 
set girders for the new bridge - 
around the end of August,” he 
continued. 

Graham noted that projects 
original completion date of 

December 1 remained un-
changed. 

“Based on the current pro-
gression, the project is a cou-
ple weeks behind schedule; 
however, we’re optimistic the 
contractor can still make the 
December 1 completion date,” 
Graham wrote.

Graham advised motorists to 
follow detour routes designated 
by the appropriate signage.  Vis-
itors headed to Bennett Spring 
State Park are being directed to 
take Route 32 to Route OO.

More information on the proj-
ect can be found on its page on 
MoDOT’s website. 

Bridge project reroutes Bennett Spring traffic

LCR Photo/Jack Silberberg
Work continues on the Goodwin Hollow Creek Bridge on Route 64. Visitors to Bennett Spring 
are directed to take Route 32 to Route OO.

LCR STAFF
 

A wake of black vultures watch the waters of Bennett Spring. The birds appeared 
to abide by the prohibition on flies and artificial lures. 

Black vultures visit park  

10292 MO-64, LEBANON, MO | (417) 664-3047 | LUNKERSTACKLERESORT.COM

All your All your 
Tackle NeedsTackle Needs
• Glow Balls & Jigs 
• Minnows & Worms 

• Rooster Tails

Cabin rentals $69.99 per night. 
Monthly/Yearly RV Sites Available.

• Groceries • Tobacco  
• Convenience Store • Fresh Meat 

• Walk-in Beer Cooler • Liquor • Warm Food

CHECK OUT OUR CHECK OUT OUR   
DELICIOUSDELICIOUS  SMOKED SMOKED BBQ, BBQ, NOW OPENNOW OPEN!!
Brisket Brisket 
Ribs Ribs 
Pulled pork Pulled pork 
Sliced pork Sliced pork 
Chicken Chicken 
HamHam
Dont Forget the Sides!Dont Forget the Sides!

BBQ OPENBBQ OPEN  
THURS 11-7 • FRI & SAT 11-9 • SUN 11-3THURS 11-7 • FRI & SAT 11-9 • SUN 11-3
CALL AHEAD AND PUT YOUR ORDERS CALL AHEAD AND PUT YOUR ORDERS 
IN AT 417-664-3047IN AT 417-664-3047
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The Office of Emergency Manage-
ment closed the final public commenting 
period for Bennett Spring severe weather 
sirens project proposal on Monday. 
O.E.M Director Randy Rowe hopes that 
the period signals the final steps of the 
approval process for federal funding. 

“Under Executive Order (EO) 11988 
Floodplain Management and EO 11990 
Wetlands Protection, FEMA is required 
to consider alternatives, and to provide a 
public notice of any proposed actions in 
or affecting floodplains,” the notice says. 

According to the notice, the proposed 
project aims to install two outdoor 
warning sirens in Bennett Spring State 
Park. This aims to address the lack of 
severe weather warning devices in the 

oft-visited park. 
Because of the park’s location in a One 

Percent Annual Chance Flood Hazard 
Area, the notice advises that the sirens 
may be impacted by future flooding 
events. 

The first listed alternative was not 
installing the severe weather sirens, 
which the notice notes would continue 
the current risk of visitors and staff 
missing alerts.

The second listed alternative was uti-
lizing mobile sirens on vehicles, which 
the notice reports would place park staff 
at high risk during severe weather as 
well as delay the warnings.

To give a comment on the impacts 
of the proposed project, readers could 
have either emailed or mailed their 
submission.

“It’s been a learning process,” Rowe 

commented on the work to gain FEMA 
approval for funding. He further noted 
that this siren approval process has novel 
steps to it that may act as an example to 
future projects around the state. 

The full public notice is available on 

the Record’s Facebook page as well as 
the physical site of the proposed project, 
with the impacted areas designated by 
coordinates on the notice. Comments 
submitted after August 26 will not be 
considered. 

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

IF WE DON’T TELL THE STORY
Who WillWho Will??

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere else.

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the 
Missouri Press Association 4 years running.

Last public comment period for Bennett Spring 
sirens signals progress, O.E.M. director says

JACK SILBERBERG
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/Jack Silberberg
Bennett Spring Waters: Park visitors float on the waters of Bennett Spring. 
According to O.E.M. Director Randy Rowe, the position of the park in a 100-year 
floodplain has added additional steps to the funding approval process. 



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1

D7
G8
D7
B5
E7
A4
C1
A5
B1
C1
D8
E7
C6

17 Hootie Hoot Hollow 
18 KOA 
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort 
20 Litty Custom Knives 
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery 
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri 
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental 
24 Menagerie Campground 
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground 
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place 
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park 
28 Reading’s Fly Shop 
29 Riverfront Campground 
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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A special publication of

417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2024 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-October

Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131



LITTLE LUNKER CATCHESLITTLE LUNKER CATCHES

Clark, age 5, with his first Trout in 
Zone 3!

Mason first time limiting out! 
Congratulations!

Jacson, age 6,   
Zone 3, caught with Minnows

Sophia, age 8, Zone 3, caught 
with a plastic worm, 3 1/2 pounds!

Easton, age 8, Zone 2, caught 
with a Cream Mop Fly, first time 

using a fly rod!

Danny, age 10,  
Zone 3, caught using Minnows

Sophia, age 8, Zone 3. 
Excellent Work!

Maxwell, age 10, zone 3. 
 Great Job!
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FILL UP FOR YOUR TRIP TO BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK
LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

VALLEY VIEW RV 417-664-8162 | 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

FILL UP YOUR 

COOLER!

FILL UP YOUR 
BBQ!

FILL UP WITH 
CREATIVE SHIRTS! 

ALL 25% OFF

FILL UP YOUR 
CUP!

FILL UP YOUR 

FIRE PIT!

$500ONLY
BUNDLE

PER

FILL UP YOUR 
BELLY!

FILL UP YOUR KRATOM & CBD!

$225
ONLY

+ TAX

BENNETT SPRING 
PROPANE
417-588-8858

THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND! THE LOWEST PRICED 
REFILLS IN THE AREA

Valley View RV • 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon
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