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LCR STAFF

Each year, Bennett Spring State
Park hosts special events that en-
courage angling as a family activity
and provide novice anglers the
opportunity to experience trout
fishing. Kids Free Fishing Day takes
place on the first Saturday in May.

For 2024, the event will be held
on Saturday, May 4. This is a great
opportunity for the whole family to
come out and spend the day fishing
at the trout park. All children age 15
and under fish for free during this
annual event. There will be a special
kids only fishing area to ensure that
they have a successful trip. This
area will extend from the hatchery
outlet in Zone 2 to the Suzy Hole
in Zone 3. This area will be marked
with signs and will be patrolled to
make sure that children are the only
anglers fishing in that area.

Children need to observe the
zone regulations, length limits for
brown trout, and daily limits. There
will be streamside volunteers to
assist participants with knot tying,
lure selection, and fishing advice.
There will be several activities
for the children and food will be
provided for all participants. All
anglers must abide by normal fish-
ing hours for May, which are 6:30
a.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Volunteers will be on hand to
help. Kids are encouraged to bring
their own fishing equipment. Par-
ents are welcome to help kids, but

NICE SELECTION

of Vegetable Plants,
edding Flowers and
Hanging Baskets

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

PLAD PANTRY..

* Meat - Cheese « Yogurt - Snacks
« Soft Serve Ice Cream
Affordable by the cart full

417-532-4700 - 1571 State Hwy 64 - Tunas, MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Closed Wed. & Sun.

LCR file photos

Kids enjoy the Bennett Spring State Park Free Fishing Day held in 2019 and, above,

left in 2017.

adults are also asked to let children
fish by themselves as much as pos-
sible. Only one pole may be used
between the helper and the child.
Adults are not allowed to fish in
the designated kids’ fishing zone.
Volunteers are needed to help
with this event. Individuals wish-

Bennett-Spring:

Fun  Fishing  Floating  Lodging

Shopping Events Maps

ing to volunteer do not need to be
experienced anglers. To help with
Kids’ Fishing Day or for more in-
formation call the Bennett Spring
Hatchery at 417-532-4418.

. { Bennett Spring “Country’s” ONLY
”).;*rﬂ website featuring the area’s best
~ 7+ fishing, floating, food, insightful

articles, and Trout Talk!

www.bennett-spring.com

417-532-9131 « 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com
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Retired art teacher inspires others at Bennett Spring

JACK SILBERBERG
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Deanna Stuckey teaches art on March
and April Thursdays at the Bennett
Spring Nature Center. Recently, she
oversaw participants trying their hands
at marbling and card design.

“See what you made?” Stuckey, a
retired art teacher, asks a young girl as
they look at a wet and multi-colored
card. Teaching kids how to make art
instead of what to make is important
to the retired teacher.

After the girl and her family leave,
Stuckey runs through the marbling
process once more. She drops the gel-
atin paint on a layer of shaving cream,
presses the card down, pulls the card
out and washes the cream off. Voila.
She’s impressed with the result and
tries again with the same cream and a
new card. The colors on the new card
are surprisingly vibrant, Stuckey said.

Stuckey brought along her painting
supplies in case attendance was slow,
which it was. She shows a work-in-
progress painting of a field covered by
snow and shadowed in trees.

One of her goals as an artist was to
draw running water, so she drew wa-
terfalls until she did.

“I made water run,” Stuckey said,
“And that was it.” Then she moved on
to another goal.

Spending time with her husband is
important to Stuckey, and they try to
go on several trips a year. The trips also
allow her to paint in the Plein Air style,
which involves painting in the presence
of the subject. This creates opportunities
for innovation in creation, Stuckey’s
stories imply.

“Ifigured that it was finished the way
it was,” Stuckey said of her decision to
leave an interrupted work as is.

LCR Photo/Jack Silberberg
The results of one shaving cream marbling experiment at a recent Bennett Spring
art class.
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LCR PhotoJack Silberberg
Fellow volunteers and visitors practice marbling with Deanna Stuckey, right.

BOAT TOWN
BREWING

CRAFT BEER ! PI1ZZA
WINE ?LIVE MUSIC

214 W COMMERCIAL
DOWNTOWN LEBANON

FIND US ON

f BOATTOWNBREWING.COM
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You'll feel like you've
taken a step back in
time when you take
a short drive to visit

the Leadmine area
Merchants.

You'll enjoy tasty
homemade foods,
browse handmade
furniture, outdoor

goods and stock up
on bulk groceries
and fresh produce.

It's a great way to
spend any weekday
or Saturday
afternoon.

\ viée kak

Expe

rience Life In The

T+ Good 0Old Fashioned Home Cooking
=g With a German twist

Café Edelweiss

Bennett Spring Park invites
visitors to build a bridge

LCR STAFF

Many bridges have spanned
Bennett Spring throughout the
park's 100 years of existence. To
celebrate the park's history of
bridges, visitors of all ages are in-
vited to build a bridge over a con-
tainer of water behind the nature
center. All are welcome to attempt
various architectural designs, then
use items such as Hot Wheels,
army men, Barbie dolls or other
items brought from home to test
the functionality of their creation.

At one time, a rickety wooden
footbridge was used to cross the
spring. Currently, the spring has
two bridges located on it: the whis-
tle bridge and the wooden bridge.
Upgrades in bridges will soon

3
i

“P” ane!

take place, and the ability to cross
water into the park in a safer, more
modern way will soon be coming.

Come and apply your
bridge-making skills behind the
nature center during the month of
May. This activity will be on your
own any time during daylight
hours. The nature center is open
Wednesday through Sunday, 10
am. to4 p.m.

Bennett Spring State Park will
have its 100th anniversary celebra-
tion on Oct. 5, 2024, from 10 a.m.
to 8:30 p.m. More can be learned
about the historic bridges at that
time. More information on pro-
grams and events can be obtained
by calling the park nature center
at 417-532-3925.

=, Dry Goods ¢ Gifts « Housewares
e Kitchenwares * Handmade Soaps

@\\f— H.ead @%

The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily - Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY « Tunas 0

Located in Gbe Lead (Dine Councry Store

11-2:30 Daily - Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY « Tunas

¥ 3
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As it prepares for its 100th anni-
versary this fall, Bennett Spring State
Park invites people to learn about the
legacy of Civilian Conservation Corp
and its contribution to the park.

The people of the Ozarks have
historically been known for their
hardworking ethics, and the tradition
of giving their best continues today.
Bennett Spring State Park received a
huge benefit when the United States
park system went through its most
significant period of change and de-
velopment. In 1933, under the direc-
tion of President Franklin Roosevelt,
Congress authorized the Civilian
Conservation Corps. That fall, the
men of Veterans Company 1772 of
the Civilian Conservation Corps came
to Bennett Spring State Park. The en-
tire group of 200-250 members had
served in the First World War. Before
the Great Depression, many of them
had been schoolteachers, preachers,

laborers, farmers, clerks or salesmen.

During their time at Bennett Spring
State Park, the men of Company
1772 bunked in wooden barracks
in a camp operated by the Army
and worked on park development,
which was planned and supervised
by the National Park Service. From
November 1933 to December 1937,
Company 1772 completed hundreds
of projects, including quarrying
stone, laying telephone lines, digging
sewers and building park structures.
The group built the dining lodge, the
gauge house, the original hatchery, a
shelter house, and the arched stone
bridge across the spring branch, along
with cabins, trails, roads. In 1985,
the historic nature of the park's CCC
structures was recognized with the
addition of two listings to the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places.

Today, the park’s nature center has
a composite map of Bennett Spring
State Park between 1933 and 1937 that

See'CCC'/page 8

Bennett Spring State Park Photo
This shelter house at Bennett Spring State Park is one of the projects completed
by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s.

‘SANDWICH TRAYS VfGGI TRAYS,

—_— d -

FRUITTRAYS MEAT&CHEESETRAY|COMEVISIT OR CALLTO ORDER CUSTOM DELITRAYS -

411-993-3011

Bulk & Surplus Groceries

e Bulk Spices ¢ Deli Meat & Cheeses
e Discount Groceries ® Bulk Candy
e Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park - 324 State Rd E. Tunas
+ 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 - Right on T Hwy - 9 miles - Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon—Thurs 8—5pm - Fri 8—6pm - Sat 8—5pm - Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT
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Take the short 11 mile drive
to food, fun, fashion and more!

+ Drinks « Soups + Salads « Steaks « Seafood We want to thank you for visiting
* BBQ - Burgers - Sandwiches  Full Bar our beautiful Bennett Spring State
9) 201 W. Commercial, Lebanon : :
M@L S, (417) 532.0120 Park. While you are in the Bennett
Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm « Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm Spring area, we invite you to visit

Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into
the city of Lebanon. Stay straight on
Jefferson until you reach Commercial. \

L] L )
.® [ ] o, .
, 7> Whether you decide to turn right or

W VVW left on Commercial Street, you will i =

. . find lots of interesting things to do
* <) s % ¢ like visiting Downtown businesses or D O V V NT OWN

attending one of our many events.

Where comfy & comfort collide L E B N O N

, . You will find boutiques, restaurants, 1869
Small - 3x Women’s Clothing ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
Jewelry ¢ Purses

antique stores, gift shops, salons,
112 W. Commercial St. ¢ (417) 322-5295 jewelry stores, music stores, an art
K1 Crazy Daisy Boutique gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to

B a ]gﬂ Z./ZS [']1 visit Downtown soon or perhaps
return to our area to enjoy one of our
Blooms/!

upcoming events.

% Vintage % Lawn Furniture
& Home Decor S Antiques <f Local Artisan Goods

RUSTY ROOSTER 2
MARKET PLACE

208 W Commercial, Lebanon ¢ 417-718-9136
Monday-Saturday 9-5 ﬁ @TheRustyRoosterMarketPlace

It’s OK
to Peelk!

Bennett Spring “Country’s”
ONLY website featuring the
area’s best fishing, floating,
food, insightful articles,
and Trout Talk!

www.bennett-spring.com

417-532-9131 « 100 E. Commercial ’t'
www.laclederecord.com ~
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Upcomne Downrown Evenrs

May 3rd - 5PM - 8SPM

Downtown Lebanon is excited to bring you First Friday!
Join us for a night on the town.

Our shops will have extended hours, deals, activities, artists, artisans, and
more. Come enjoy our cozy restaurants, grab a drink or two, and soak up
the vibrant atmosphere.

Visit https://www.downtownlebanonmo.com/first-friday/

to see all participating businesses. LEBANON FARMERS MARKET

Downtown businesses, artists, and artisans interested in participating can Open Wednesdays 11 am to 3 pm | Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm
email director@downtownlebanonmo.com for more info.

SATURDAY, MAY 11,2024
STARTING AT 6:30PM
LESL IS0 DOWNTOWN LEBANON

| -.' — &,
L"MNDR TH Dinner will be served at a family style table down the

middle of Commercial Street.

I-ll AT

A four-course dinner provided by local restaurants,
DOWNTOWN D@WINIT@WINI ILII@IHI‘FS ive music cash b, and much more!

LE BAN O N Cash bar serving wine and beer by Boat Town Brewing.

¥ T
Ticketsare $100 each (+ $4 convenience fee per person

when purchased online). Tickets can be purchased
with cash orcheck at Perennial Trends locatedat 113 W
Commercial St in Downtown Lebanon.

Tickets are limited so get yours while they last!
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C C C from page 5

shows CCC projects and buildings.
In addition, the public can take a
stroll through the park and see these
structures free of charge any day
of the year. The park concession-
aire continues to rent out three of
the original CCC cabins, although
these cabins have been upgraded
and modernized, and the park as
a whole is currently undergoing
upgrades as it enters its 100th year.

Bennett Spring State Park will
have its 100th anniversary celebra-
tion on Oct. 5, 2024, from 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. The celebration will fea-
ture a variety of activities, including
a portrayal of a CCC worker by
Michael Busekrus, manager of Na-
than and Olive Boone Homestead
State Historic Site. For more infor-
mation about the celebration, call
the Bennett Spring nature center at
417-532-3925.

FISHING THE
| MISSOURI

TROUT PARKS

amec Spring Park,

i Mar
Bennett Spring State e g River State Park E

Montauk State Park, and Roarin

Jim Washabaugh

_: Trout Parks,

Visitors to Bennett Spring can find
a warm welcome at Ozark Hills Lodge

LAURA L. VALENTI

Chris Benne, a corporate lawyer who
grew up fishing at Bennett Spring and
his wife, Heidi, a band teacher at Leba-
non’s Middle School and High School,
are now innkeepers at Bennett Spring.
They purchased the Ozark Hills Lodge
from Russ and Karla Phelps a year ago
this past spring and are greatly enjoying
the new challenge.

Chris is originally from the Jefferson
City area and came to Wright County
several years ago, living on his family’s
Century Farm there, where his parents
still reside. Heidi grew up in the O’Fal-
lon area, just west of St. Louis but has
been a teacher at Lebanon for over 20
years. She and Chris met and she says
she convinced him to come to Lebanon.

“We met Russ and Karla through the

See 'LODGE'/page 9

Fishing the
Missouri

written by Jim
Washabaugh, covers
fishing the parks
with all types of baits, -
lures, and flies, with
both spinning and fly
fishing tackle.

Get your
copy today!

Available at several Bennett Spring locations.
See missouritrout.com for more information.

LCR Photo/Laura Valenti
Chris and Heidi Benne are the innkeepers at Ozark Hills Lodge. They bought the

business a year ago this spring.

Aw wour

TAckie Neeos
+ Glow Balls & Jigs
* Minnows & Worms
* Rooster Tails

- Lrocerigs « TorACCO
- ConveNience Sroreg - Freest Mear
« WA=\ Beere(ootgr+ Jquote . [yJArM Foop
Gahin rentals $69.99 per night.
Monthly/Yearly RV Sites Available.

10292 M0-64, LEBANON, MO | (417) 664-3047 | LUNKERSTACKLERESORT.COM [

N
I I ERS

TACKLE:
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Methodist Church here and we began
to visit and it all just sort of came to-
gether,” she explained.

The building that is now the Ozark
Hills Lodge has a long history in the
area as a barbecue restaurant, last
known as Ollie’s. Russ and Karla
were the last owners along with the
well-known Ollie Kennedy. Russ had
the idea to convert the restaurant into
a place of lodging but a very special
one. Chris called the lodge, Russ’
Covid project as he spent much of
2020 building the exquisite Ozark inn,
located on Highway 64, two miles east
of Bennett Spring State Park.

“Every one of the rooms here,”
Chris explained, “is wheelchair ac-
cessible. The other thing that makes
these rooms special is Russ’ clever
design that will accommodate up
to 24 people, with interconnected
rooms. Meanwhile, they can also be
broken down into individual rooms

and each one is actually designed as
a small suite. So, we have rooms for
two or four or up to six, but guests can
literally put the kids down to bed in
one room while they go back to visit
or play cards in the sitting room. We
are also pet friendly.”

As they embark on their second
season in the lodging business at
Bennett Spring, Heidi noted that they
have already had a variety of guests
from different places and with differ-
ent reasons for coming to stay with
them.

“We’ve had fishermen from Ben-
nett of course, but also folks floating
on the river that after a long day on
the water, want a hot shower and to
sleep in a real bed and not in a tent on
a gravel bar. We've stayed busy this
winter with guests who are transi-
tioning to Lebanon and need a place
to stay while they are looking to rent
or buy a house in town. The thing that

is so nice about the way these rooms
can interface with each other, is that
we can accommodate larger groups,
like a wedding party who want to
visit back and forth and yet, when
bedtime comes, they can close the
door to a separate room.”

Chris, who works from home in
litigation, trusts, and estates as well as
in transportation consultation, finds
their lodge a most convenient place
to meet his clients. And for Heidi, the
schedule of the busy summer season
at Bennett comes along just as the
school year finishes for the year.

“I’ve been coming to Bennett
Spring to go fishing with a friend
for many years, since college,” Chris
concluded. “We always dreamed of
owning a little resort like this and
now that it’s happened, we are really

17

enjoying it!

IF WE DON’T TELL THE ST

Awarded First Place General Excellence’ by the
Missouri Press Association 4 years running.

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere g|s§;;-

from page 8

LCR Photo/Laura Valenti
The exterior and interior of the facilities
of Ozark Hills Lodge are shown.
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Bennett Spring Campground
Bennett Spring Church of God
Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Restaurant
Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park Store
Bennett Spring Taxidermy
Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground
Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Ft. Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitter

Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
Hootie Hoot Hollow

KOA

Larry’s Cedar Resort

Litty Custom Knives

MacCreed's Art Gallery

Majestic Views Floats of Missouri
Maggard’s Canoe Rental
Menagerie Campground

NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place
Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading'’s Fly Shop

Riverfront Campground
Riverwood Resort

BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

,
Kﬁ
00O NOYUT D W N =

~
4

KANSAS CITY
184 MILES

fl_/
/JL_Jr

Every issue of Trout Talk
for 2024 in your mailbox
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Published monthly March-October _ Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill
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Thompson’s RV Park
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: ) Weaver's Tackle Store
[ ' Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe
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Jeremy Elliott, Battlefield - Sedalia, 5.4 pounds,
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3 pp_uggs, Egpt_a 1,1 : # Zone 2, usmg “' e Zone 3 usmg salmon eggs “

Hare’s Ear Nymph

WHEARTLAND &

X ANTIQUE MALL

/// Open SBAM-8PM, 7 Days « (417) 5329350 %"
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon g
Exit 127 Off I-44

Mmoun Cheeae ’Duttel & More
417-991-2233

$ Brett Wesslmg, Kansas City, 8

' 4 pound 10 Ounce RalnbOW Wednesday & Thursday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
3 Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.




FILL UP FOR YOUR TRIP TO BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK

LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

FILL UP WITH

ALL 25% OFF

B EXPERT

CHARCOAL

BRIQUETS B

B’ FILL UP YOUR
BBQ!

BENNETT
SPRING

. PROPANE

i 417 -558- 8853 )

THE LOWEST PRICED

REFILLS IN THE AREA
Valley View RV « 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon
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