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417-322-6907 | 1-605-390-1515

Cleanest showers and restrooms around!

Don’t take our word for it, read our reviews...

     “Very nice and quiet and the bathrooms and showers are 
incredible. Lots of fun stuff for kids to do.” 10/7/23

     “Nicest campsite we have ever had. Owner extremely pleasant 
and helpful. Would definitely stay there again.” 9/28/23

Full RV Hook-Ups Available. Drive Thru & Back-In Sites.
Premium Sites with concrete pads and outdoor furniture.

Staying local and need to store your RV? No problem 
storage sites available. Call today!

• 50 Max AMP Free Wi-Fi 
• 24hr Laundry Room 

• Gem Mining 
• 2 Playgrounds 

• Convenience Store 

• 125’ Max Length Pool 
• Kamp K-9 Dog Park 
• A/C Deluxe Cabins 
• Open Year Round

STAY
ALL YEAR LONG

13654 Hwy 64, Lebanon         LebanonKOA
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10292 MO-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609

All your All your 
Tackle NeedsTackle Needs

• Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢ 
• Minnows & Worms 
• Rooster Tails $3.69

CABIN RENTALS AND CAMPING COMING SOON

• Groceries • Fountain Drinks 
• Tobacco • Convenience Store • Fresh Meat 

• Walk-in Beer Cooler • Liquor • Warm Food

WELCOME WELCOME 
BACK BACK 

ANGLERSANGLERS

GOOD TIMES
PINTS

214 W. Commercial  
Downtown, Lebanon

• BEER SELECTION
• LIVE MUSIC VENUE

• BAR

THE
RE 

WIL
L B

EALWAYS ON TAP

OUR NEW LOCATION

Follow us on facebook for our upcoming entertainment and events!

VOTED #1 IN 2023 FOR:

Illinois man enjoys his return to fishing 
Almost a decade ago marked a 

renewal of the angling life for Ray 
Albertina.

“About nine years ago, I got back 
into it and try to spend as much time 
as I can,” he said.

His fishing career started when he 
was 5 years old and fishing with his 
father for blue gill and crappie.

But his angling hobby was shelved 
for a few decades by some necessary 
interruptions.

High school sports took up much of 
his time. 

And all that time spent in colleges 
pursuing helpful degrees and starting 
his professional life kept him away for 
several years of reaching milestones.

Albertina holds a master’s degree in 
business administration and another 

in health administration, both from St. 
Louis University.

He became a consultant and partner 
with two of the “big four” law firms, 
Ernst and Young and Deloitte Touche.

“I was a partner that ran our health 
care practice out of St. Louis. I worked 
exclusively with large health systems 
around the country,” Albertina said.

Albertina retired at 60, the manda-
tory age of partners in “the big four” 
law firms.

Albertina, 66, was very successful 
in his career and owns some homes in 
ideal fishing areas.

Originally living in Edwardsville, 
Ill., Albertina also built a home 12 years 
ago at Lake of Eygpt, a privately owned 
reservoir just south of Marion, Ill. where 
the U.S Anglers Choice tournament is 

CHRIS RODEN
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Ray Albertina, right, has plenty of places to fish but makes the trek to Bennett 
Spring for what he calls its pristine qualities.

See ‘FISHING’/page 5
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You’ll feel like you’ve 
taken a step back in 
time when you take 
a short drive to visit 
the Leadmine area 

Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty 
homemade foods, 
browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor 

goods and stock up 
on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to 
spend any weekday 

or Saturday 
afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in TimeBack in Time

2

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S
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11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

3 2

1

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

2
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Bulk & Surplus Groceries
• Bulk Spices • Deli Meat & Cheeses
• Discount Groceries • Bulk Candy

• Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers 

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park • 324 State Rd E. Tunas 
 • 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy •  9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon–Thurs 8–5pm • Fri 8–6pm • Sat 8–5pm • Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT417-993-3017

COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRAYS

Meadowview Dutch MarketMeadowview Dutch Market

CUSTOM

HANDMADE

SANDWICHES

ATTENTION FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY
10% OFF PURCHASE • SHOW AD AT REGISTER

3

FISHING from page 3

held, so he could be near good bass 
and crappie waters.

And he built another home near 
good fishing in Florida.

Although retired, he serves on 
the finance committee for the board 
at Lakewood National Golf Resort 
where he and his wife, Jennifer, 
own a home on the tenth green.

What brings Albertina, a retiree 
with homes near prime fishing, to 
Bennett Spring State Park?

“It’s just absolutely gorgeous. 
It’s the opportunity to get back 
into where it feels like somewhat 
of a wilderness environment. I 
grew up hunting and fishing, and 
this is probably one of the most 
pristine state parks that I’ve been 
to. It’s something that attracts you. 
You come back here year after year 
once you’ve been here, I guess,” 
Albertina said.

He discovered Bennett Spring 
State Park in pre-Covid 2018 thanks 
to friends who told him about one 

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Ray Albertina waits for the big one to get interested in his mop head jig before switching to a nymph.See ‘FISHING’/page 8



Take the short 11 mile drive 
to food, fun, fashion and more!

PAGE 6 THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK NOVEMBER 2023

We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into 
the city of Lebanon.  Stay straight on 
Jefferson until you reach Commercial.  
Whether you decide to turn right or 
left on Commercial Street, you will 
find lots of interesting things to do 
like visiting Downtown businesses or 
attending one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 
antique stores, gift shops, salons, 
jewelry stores, music stores, an art 
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to 
visit Downtown soon or perhaps 
return to our area to enjoy one of our 
upcoming events.  

112 W. Commercial St. • (417) 322-5295 
Crazy Daisy Boutique

Small - 3x Women’s Clothing 
Decor • Jewelry • Purses

Where comfy & comfort collide

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

• Drinks • Soups • Salads • Steaks • Seafood  
• BBQ • Burgers • Sandwiches • Full Bar

Smokin Delicious

123 W Commercial St, Lebanon, MO 65536
(417) 991-2080        @therail1868

OPEN FOR BRUNCH ON SATURDAYS 11-2 
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS

Tue-Sat: 11AM–2PM, 4PM–9PM

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com

It’s OK 
to Peek!

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” 
ONLY website featuring the 
area’s best fishing, floating, 

food, insightful articles,  
and Trout Talk! 

www.bennett-spring.com
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Upcoming Downtown Events

110 W. Commercial
Lebanon, MO 65536Bedding, Camping 

Supplies, Cookware, 
Toys, & More!

$500 off your 
in-store purchase

Holiday Open Houses 
November 9th-11th

MAYOR'S 
CHRISTMAS 

TREE LIGHTING 
November 16th

Christmas on Commercial: 
December 8th
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417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 46 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

of their favorite fishing spots 
where they had been going for 
over 20 years.

He has also been to other 
Missouri trout parks.

After the family attended 
a two-day stint at the Orvis 
Fly-fishing school in Branson, 
the waters there were too high 
for good fishing, so they drove 
to Roaring River State Park 
near Cassville, Mo.

“They’re both nice, but Ben-
nett just feels more sprawling, 
open.  Everyone you meet , 
they’re all willing to help with 
fly fishing, and everyone has 
interesting stories to tell,” Al-
bertina said.

He said he does catch-and-
release fishing these days and 
enjoys the rare crappie dinner.

“I just think the waters are 
starting to get overfished, and 
too many quality fish are being 
taken out of the lakes,” Alber-
tina said.

He likes to leave fish behind 
for the next angler.

“I like to leave all of them 
— as many as I can,” Albertina 
said.

On Oct. 17, he was using 
mop head jigs in different col-
ors and alternating with some 
nymphs.

That day, he left them all 
behind, pulling out three for 
a quick hello, goodbye and a 
return to the cool waters of Ben-
nett’s stream for, perhaps, an 
eventual escape from the park 
into the Niangua River where 
fewer anglers cluster.

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Ray gets rigged out for trout. He caught two nice ones that morning and one in the afternoon.

FISHING from page 5
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CAFE OPEN
FRIDAY-SUNDAY 

7AM - NOON

Don’t forget our 
hand-dipped 12 
Flavors of Blue 
Bell Ice Cream!

BOOK YOUR 2023 CAMPSITE NOW!

Best Breakfast around!Best Breakfast around!

1818 State Hwy 64, Lebanon

NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE  
ICE CREAM!

• Chocolate • Vanilla • Twist 

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

Gone fishin’ at Bennett Spring

Join volunteers Danny Goldsmith 
and Donald Ohler at 9 a.m. at the 
Bennett Spring Church of God annex 
building for community fly tying 
demonstrations Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 and 
29. This event will provide instruc-
tion on tying a basic fishing fly and 
will give participants an opportunity 
to visit, share stories and see the art 
of fly tying with experienced Bennett 
Spring anglers.

New to fly tying? No prob-
lem.  Danny and Donald will be 
available to help out and will pro-
vide all items needed, although you 
are welcome to bring your own.

This demonstration is presented 
by the Friends of Bennett Spring 
State Park and is open to all ages. 

The church annex building is located 
directly across from the park office, 
behind the park restaurant.

Fly tying demos planned  this month 
LCR Photos/Chris Roden

People take advantage of the cool fall 
weather to go fishing at Bennett Spring.



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1

D7
G8
D7
B5
E7
A4
C1
A5
B1
C1
D8
E7
C6

17 Hootie Hoot Hollow 
18 KOA 
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort 
20 Litty Custom Knives 
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery 
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri 
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental 
24 Menagerie Campground 
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground 
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place 
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park 
28 Reading’s Fly Shop 
29 Riverfront Campground 
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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A special publication of

417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2023 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-November
Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131
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417-991-2233

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Just off the I-44 exit!

Thursday 12 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 12 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH
SPACES TO ENJOY

A CHARMING MIX OF 
OLD & NEW AT PRICES THAT 

WILL APPEAL TO YOU

IN THE HEART BEAT OF
THE SHOW ME STATE!

ANTIQUES

PRIMITIVES
SHABBY CHIC

COLLECTIBLES

Missouri Cheese Outlet & More

Dan Ageli from St. Louis, 
3 pounds, Zone 1, caught using 

a Mop Fly for bait.   

David Jostes from Rochester, 
3 pounds, Zone 1, caught using a 

White Zebra Nymph for bait. 

Chay Her from Olathe, Kan., 
3 pounds 2 ounces, Zone 2, 
caught using a White midge 

for bait.  

LUNKER CATCHESLUNKER CATCHES

Colton Thurston from Dexter, 
3 1/2 pounds, Zone 2, caught 

using a Homemade Fly  
for bait.

Tom Jones from St. Joseph, 
4 pounds, Zone 2, caught 
using a Blue Crackleback 

for bait.

Steve Kirchner, 5 pounds, 
Zone 1, caught using a 

Marabou Blk/YLW for bait.



BENNETT SPRING PROPANE 417-588-8858

READY READY 
FOR FOR 
WINTER?WINTER?

HOME DELIVERY

PROPANE CYLINDER FILLS

VALLEY VIEW RV 
417-664-8162 • 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

ICE • LIQUOR • BEER

Valley View C-Store 
Propane Dock Open

7am-8pm
7 Days a Week

THE LOWEST PRICED REFILLS IN THE AREA
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