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Bennett Spring State Park is located in the heart 
of  the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds 
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout.
Float down the Niangua River and discover 

Blue Herons, River Otter 
and more!

Explore
the Ozarks fi rst hand. Hike 
along miles of cleared trails 
and excape the everyday.

Enjoy
a warm campfi re while 
sleeping among the great 
Ozark Mountains. We have 
primitive campsites to full 
RV hook-ups. 

Bennett Spring State Park
26248 Hwy 64A • Lebanon, MO 65536

For Information or Reservations: 417-532-4307
www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

The Outdoors is Calling. ..

RV hook-ups. 

Bennett Spring State ParkBennett Spring State Park
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‘Fishing widows?’ Not at Bennett Spring

417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 46 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

The wives who accompany their husbands find the park offers them a dose of nature and peace

When schools are still in session and 
before young families bring their kids to 
the park to enjoy their summer vacation, 
Bennett Spring State Park is a weekday 
haven for middle-aged men. 

Only a handful are accompanied by 
wives wearing waders to the cool stream 
that trout love to try their luck alongside 
their misters.

However, looking on the park's bench-
es or in camp chairs set up in the inviting 
shade, one can find a few ladies enjoying 
Bennett Spring for reasons other than 
angling.

They know something that the wives 
who stayed at home, the fishing widows, 
do not. 

Namely, Bennett Spring State Park is 

also a haven for the people who value 
the calm that accompanies slowly moving 
water punctuated by a small waterfall and 
its larger cousin downstream.

In May, Sarah Soptic from Kansas City, 
Kan., relaxed on one of the benches on the 
upper end of the stream, reading a good 
book while her husband, Greg, fished out 
of sight upstream. 

"This is one of my favorite places to 
sit, looking at the little waterfall. It's just 
lovely. Quiet and beautiful," Soptic said.

She does not sit on a bench all day. 
Mornings find her walking the road 
beyond the playground near the spring.

If she is not vigilant, passersby might 
wonder at her antics, seeing her exercising 

By Chris Roden 

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Maryanne Newsom-Brighton and husband Ken Brighton take a break from 
taking a break. See ‘WIDOWS’/page 5
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You’ll feel like you’ve 
taken a step back in 
time when you take 
a short drive to visit 
the Leadmine area 

Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty 
homemade foods, 
browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor 

goods and stock up 
on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to 
spend any weekday 

or Saturday 
afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in TimeBack in Time

2

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S
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11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

3 2

1

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

2
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See ‘WIDOWS’/ page 8

Bulk & Surplus Groceries
• Bulk Spices • Deli Meat & Cheeses
• Discount Groceries • Bulk Candy

• Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers 

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park • 324 State Rd E. Tunas 
 • 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy •  9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon–Thurs 8–5pm • Fri 8–6pm • Sat 8–5pm • Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT417-993-3017

COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRAYS

Meadowview Dutch MarketMeadowview Dutch Market

CUSTOM

HANDMADE

SANDWICHES

ATTENTION FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY
10% OFF PURCHASE • SHOW AD AT REGISTER

3

WIDOWS from page 3

with Tai Chi, waving her arms 
about, making swimming motions, 
walking backwards up part of the hill 
and standing on one leg to sharpen 
her balance.

"I stop down here when they drive 
by, but I do this at home too ... I keep 
waving in my neighborhood and figure 
who's going to bother a lady that looks 
crazy and she's swinging her arms 
around, right?"

Job one on her list is not exercise. It is 
"just enjoying the peace and quiet and 
the greenery and whatever animals you 
see," she said.

She said her evening entertainment 
was having a cocktail and a bonfire 
and music from her prim, a stringed 
instrument that illustrates her and 
Greg's Croatian descent. 

In fact, they both play in a Croatian 
band back in their Strawberry Hill 
neighborhood in Kansas City. 

She plays her prim indoors to avoid 
breaking the peacefulness of the park 
and so her neighbors cannot hear her 
mistakes. And she leaves it in the cabin 

rather than bring it to the stream.
"They don't need to hear that. Sound 

carries so much. It's like no, no, no," 
she said.

It is the contrast between her normal 
environs and the park that makes it 
enjoyable for her.

 "I love this place. It's quiet. I'm a city 
girl, so this a treat for me to be out here 
getting my dose of nature," Soptic said.

When it comes to her own dose of 
nature, Diana Clinard from St. Charles 
keeps a photographic record.

She brings her Sony DSLR camera 
when she and her husband, Mike, take 
the family to Bennett Spring. And she 
does not wait to arrive in Bennett to 
begin her photo-taking safari.

"When my husband is driving along, 
I usually take pictures out the window," 
Clinard said.

However, it is in the park that she 
finds a photogenic subject to shoot. She 
likes "the beauty of it. Pretty to look 
at," she said.

So while Mike fishes, Clinard also 
LCR Photo/Chris Roden

Sarah Soptic enjoys the park for its beauty and as a break from the city life in 
Kansas City, Kan. 



Take the short 11 mile drive 
to food, fun, fashion and more!
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We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into 
the city of Lebanon.  Stay straight on 
Jefferson until you reach Commercial.  
Whether you decide to turn right or 
left on Commercial Street, you will 
find lots of interesting things to do 
like visiting Downtown businesses or 
attending one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 
antique stores, gift shops, salons, 
jewelry stores, music stores, an art 
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to 
visit Downtown soon or perhaps 
return to our area to enjoy one of our 
upcoming events.  

112 W. Commercial St. • (417) 322-5295 
Crazy Daisy Boutique

Small - 3x Women’s Clothing 
Decor • Jewelry • Purses

Where comfy & comfort collide

110 W. Commercial
Lebanon, MO 65536Bedding, Camping 

Supplies, Cookware, 
Toys, & More!

$500 off your 
in-store purchase

123 W Commercial St, Lebanon, MO 65536
(417) 991-2080        @therail1868

OPEN FOR BRUNCH ON SATURDAYS 11-2 
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS

Tue-Sat: 11AM–2PM, 4PM–9PM



Upcoming Downtown Events
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201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

• Drinks • Soups • Salads • Steaks • Seafood  
• BBQ • Burgers • Sandwiches • Full Bar

Smokin Delicious

108 W. Commercial St., Lebanon MO
C:417-664-1113
O:417-883-4900

1619 E. Independence St., 
Springfield, MO

ShadesShades
ofofGrayGrayBoutiqueBoutique

TOYS • LINGERIE • GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE!

HOOKED
 on a good
time!

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON • (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

20% OFF FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

Downtown 
Cruise In

BRING DAD TO THE 

5 P.M. TO 8:30 P.M.
 Friday, June 16

Great Selection!
Great Choices!
Great Stores!

Enjoy 
Shopping in 

Downtown 
Lebanon
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10292 MO-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609

All your All your 
Tackle NeedsTackle Needs

• Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢ 
• Minnows & Worms 
• Rooster Tails $3.69

CABIN RENTALS AND CAMPING COMING SOON

• Groceries • Fountain Drinks 
• Tobacco • Convenience Store • Fresh Meat 

• Walk-in Beer Cooler • Liquor • Warm Food

WELCOME WELCOME 
BACK BACK 

ANGLERSANGLERS

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks

OPEN OPEN 
ALL ALL 

YEAR YEAR 
ROUNDROUND

Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

fishes, fishes for photos in a park 
that the family thinks outstrips both 
Meramec and Roaring River state 
parks and has no limit on what she 
can take home.

L i k e w i s e ,  M a r y a n n e  N e w -
som-Brighton also makes use of lens-
es. She uses her phone's camera to 
document the larger fish her husband, 

Ken, catches.
She said she had tried fishing be-

fore.
"It's not my thing," Newsom-Brigh-

ton said.
However, being in a state park is a 

natural thing for Newsom-Brighton.
She was the naturalist in McCor-

mick's Creek State Park in Indiana, 
working in its nature center and out-
door education program.

"That was never a job. It was fun. 
When we come down here, we tune 
out to everything else. He fishes, I 
watch birds, I read ... We love it," 
Newsom-Brighton said.

"This is my element," she said, 
surrounded by greenery as Ken fished 
from the huge rocks surrounding the 
spring pool.

The other lenses she brought with 
her were in her binoculars.

She does a lot of bird watching 
while Ken does his thing. She watched 

as barn swallows took mud to build 
their nests in the eaves of the nearby 
cabins while blue jays and cardinals 
also gathered building supplies from 
nature's lumber yard.

Originally, they traveled from In-
diana. When they moved to Vermont, 
they kept making the trip to Bennett, 
bringing their son, Casey, along.

And when Casey grew up and 
moved to North Carolina, they fol-
lowed, but they kept finding their way 
back to Bennett Spring where their "to 
do" list gets shorter.

"From my standpoint, I can read 
without any guilt. There's nothing 
else I need to do ... and it's peaceful. 
And thankfully the weather report 
was wrong today," Newsom-Brighton 
said.

"We tried a couple of others years 
ago, but we keep coming back to this 
one. This one's familiar," she said.

"We tried Montauk," Ken Brighton 

said. "This one is by far the best."
Maryanne told Ken she  differenti-

ates herself from the "fishing widows" 
that stay at home while their hus-
bands enjoy fishing for hours.

"I don't consider myself a fishing 
widow, per se, because I go with you. 
I don't feel abandoned over here. I'm 
as happy as a clam," Newsom-Brigh-
ton said.

Ken confirmed she has found her 
niche.

"There's been times when I have 
fished until I' m ready to quit, and 
she'll tell me to 'Go back and fish. 
I've got another chapter to read,'" 
Ken said.

Whether it is reading, bird watch-
ing or photos taking, Bennett Spring 
has more to offer than just angling for 
rainbow trout.

Sometimes, just watching the re-
flections on the water while reflecting 
on their lives makes it worth the trip.

It’s OK
to Peek!

brought to you by:

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

Bennett Spring “Country’s” ONLY website featuring the area’s 
best fishing, floating, food, insightful articles, and Trout Talk! 

Plan your next outing at www.bennett-spring.com

WIDOWS from page 5



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK JUNE 2023 PAGE 9

CAFE OPEN
FRIDAY-SUNDAY 

7AM - NOON

Don’t forget our 
hand-dipped 12 
Flavors of Blue 
Bell Ice Cream!

BOOK YOUR 2023 CAMPSITE NOW!

Best Breakfast around!Best Breakfast around!

1818 State Hwy 64, Lebanon

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
As a former park naturalist in Indiana, Maryanne Newsom-Brighton is right at 
home in Bennett Spring State Park and indulges her bird-watching passion.  

GOOD TIMES
PINTS

214 W. Commercial  
Downtown, Lebanon

• Best Entertainment Venue
• Best Beer Selection
• Best Outdoor Patio
• Best Wine Selection

THE
RE 

WIL
L B

EALWAYS ON TAP

OUR NEW LOCATION

Follow us on facebook for our upcoming entertainment and events!

VOTED #1 IN 2022 FOR:

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Diana Clinard from St. Charles, Mo., does not fish, but she makes good use of 
her Sony camera when she comes to Bennett Spring with her family.



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1
17 Hootie Hollar Hollow D7
18 KOA G8
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort D7
20 Litty Custom Knives B5
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery E7
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri A4
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental C1
24 Menagerie Campground A5
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground B1
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place C1
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park D8
28 Reading’s Fly Shop E7
29 Riverfront Campground C6
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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A special publication of

417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2023 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-November
Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131
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417-991-2233

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Just off the I-44 exit!

Thursday 12 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday 12 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH
SPACES TO ENJOY

A CHARMING MIX OF 
OLD & NEW AT PRICES THAT 

WILL APPEAL TO YOU

IN THE HEART BEAT OF
THE SHOW ME STATE!

ANTIQUES

PRIMITIVES
SHABBY CHIC

COLLECTIBLES

Missouri Cheese Outlet & More

Sophie Crump, Nixa, caught a 3.1 pound trout in 
Zone 3 using a shrimp as bait.

Sam Wilson, Defiance, caught a 3 pound trout 
in Zone 1 using a cream mop fly as bait.

Ronald Travis, Basehor, Kan., caught a 4.5 pound 
trout in Zone 3 using a minnow as bait.

Bernard Orman, Macon, caught a 3.25 pound trout in 
Zone 3 using a white magnet as bait.

LUNKER CATCHESLUNKER CATCHES



YOUR LAST STOP BEFORE 
BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK

LOWEST PRICES AROUND!

VALLEY VIEW RV 417-664-8162 
12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

FILL UP YOUR 

COOLER!

FILL UP YOUR 
BELLY!

FILL UP YOUR 
BBQ!

FILL UP YOUR KRATOM & CBD!

$225
ONLY

+ TAX

FILL UP YOUR 

FIRE PIT!

$500ONLY
BUNDLE

PER

FILL UP YOUR 

TANK!

FILL UP WITH 

CREATIVE 

SHIRTS!

FILL UP YOUR 
CUP!
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