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kat Holmer makes sure
the parks run smoothly
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Bennett Spring State Park is located in the heart
of the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout.

Float down the Niangua River and discover
- Blue Herons, River Otter

the Ozarks first hand. Hike

along miles of cleared trails
and excape the everyday.

’
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a warm campfire while
sleeping among the great
Ozark Mountains. We have
primitive campsites to full

RV hook-ups.
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Katie Holmer's joh is different every day

Katy Holmer loves the unpredictabil-
ity of her job for the Missouri Depart-
ment of Natural Resources that brings
her to Bennett Spring State Park.

"There is no typical day. That's what's
so great about state parks in some ways
is that you have something different
every day," Holmer said.

Since she began her new position
last July, she has been on the road a lot,
visiting the parks and historic sites in
her area, the southwest region.

"I'm the Ozark regional deputy di-
rector. I go to all the parks. I just help
get them information they need and
get information from them to Jefferson
City," Holmer said.

Holmer travels from park to park in
her region and helps with prescribed
burns and special events like opening
day of trout season at Bennett Spring
State Park.

As a deputy director, she attends a
lot of meetings regarding construction
projects in her state parks.

"I just attend meetings to make sure
everything is running smoothly and
everyone has what they need to get
their job done," Holmer said.

She is from Springfield and attended
Missouri State University for its wildlife
conservation management degree.

Graduate school took her to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin in Madison where

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS
Meat - Cheese - Yogurt « Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

PLAD PANTRY..

417-532-4700 - 1571 State Hwy 64 - Tunas, MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Closed Wed. & Sun.

By Chris Roden

tig P

Contributed photo/Alan LaBoube
Holmer gives visitors some information on the flora at Deutschheim State Historic Site in Hermann, Mo. One of the duties
of her pre-deputy director job was to give guided tours of the grounds.

working in the air pollution control Then, she moved on to the soil and
program for about three years, which water conservation program, working
is the regulatory side of the DNR. See ‘HOLMER' /page 5

she lived for 10 years before returning
for a job in the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources in Jefferson City,

MEET AT BENNETT
SPRING GHURGH ANNEX

Every Wednesday 9am-Noon

RELAXING & AFFORDABLE

FﬂMILY FUN
SWILD @AKS

Campground & Roadside Cafe

417-588-1631

4 ,” www.wildoakscampground.com
1818 State Hwy 64, Lebanon

BENNETT SPRING
FLYTYING GROUP
LEBANON, MISSOUR.

CAFE OPEN!

Best“’Breakfast Around'

BOOK YOUR 223 CAMPSITE NOW!
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You'll feel like you've
/" taken a step back in
time when you take
a short drive to visit
the Leadmine area
Merchants.

| You'll enjoy tasty
. homemade foods,
browse handmade
furniture, outdoor
goods and stock up
on bulk groceries

{ and fresh produce.
\ :
' It’s a great way to Mo is
\ spend any weekday 7 NOTTO SCALE
or Saturday sutialo
afternoon. _ 2] 7o Lobanon D
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o
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Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

1K Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
s * Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

Café €delweiss
Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

Quality Built
,-.al..'?)“rﬂt To Last

—
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885 State Rd. T ¢ Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 8-12 ¢ Closed Sundays 3

355

e Dry Goods ¢ Gifts « Housewares :
e Kitchenwares * Handmade Soaps

The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas
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from page 3

LCR Photo/Chris Roden
Katy Holmer gets to see a lot of the best
sites in southwest Missouri thanks to her
job as the Ozark regional deputy director
of the Missouri Department of Resources.
Holmer is very familiar with what Bennett
Spring State Park has to offer since she
visits it most.

B Sumid ht/Katy oer
An interfering bison bull makes Holmer's job of leading the bison to the corral a
tricky operation.

with districts all over the state.
When an assistant superintendent

spot opened up at Montauk State Park,
she landed it and worked there for just

over three years before transferring to
Prairie State Park where the buffalo
actually roam.

She put her graduate thesis in historic
preservation to use at Deutschheim
State Historic Site in Hermann just be-
fore the beginning of Covid-19.

"Iloved that. I got to use my historic
background," Holmer said.

Now, working out of the Southwest
Regional Office of the DNR, her park
responsibilities include Bennett Spring
State Park, Prairie State Park west of
Lamar near Mindenmines and Stockton
State Park near Dadeville.

"I travel to Bennett probably the most
out of all my parks just because it has a
lot going on," Holmer said.

She also covers five historic sites of
the Ozark region: the Battle of Carthage,
the Battle of Island Mound near Butler,
Osage Village near Nevada, the Harry
S Truman Birthplace at Lamar and the
Nathan and Olive Boone Homestead
near Ash Grove.

And although she has a Springfield
office, she sees more highways and open
skies than walls in a regular week.

See ‘HOLMER’ /page 8
o

Bulk & Surplus Groceries

e Bulk Spices ¢ Deli Meat & Cheeses
e Discount Groceries ® Bulk Candy
e Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers

ATTENTION FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY
10% OFF PURCHASE « SHOW AD AT REGISTER

cusT
N\AD“—
"‘p‘i‘{‘ \N\c\-\

COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRYS

411-993-3011

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park - 324 State Rd E. Tunas

+ 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 - Right on T Hwy - 9 miles - Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon—Thurs 8—5pm « Fri 8—6pm - Sat 8—5pm - Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT
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Bsalg Deau : Take the short 11 mile drive

Great Stuff, Greater Prices I

e | 10 fO0Od, fun, fashion and more!

Beddlng Camping Lebanon MO 65536
I Supplies, Cookware, I

Toys, & More! We want to thank you for visiting

off vour our beautiful Bennett Spring State
| $500 m-s¥ore purchase | Park. While you are in the Bennett
| Spring area, we invite you to visit

Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into
U= the city of Lebanon. Stay straight on
Jefferson until you reach Commercial.
Whether you decide to turn right or

left on Commercial Street, you will LEB ANON MI S S O URI

LEBANON, MO find lots of interesting things to do
GREATER SPRINGFIELD like visiting Downtown businesses or D W | \ ‘ I W | \ ‘
KELLERWILLIAMS. REAITY attending one of our many events.

108 W. Commercial St., Lebanon MO You will find boutiques, restaurants, 1 8 6 9
C:417-664-1113 ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
0:417-883-4900 antique stores, gift shops, salons,
1619 E. Independence St., jewelry stores, music stores, an art
Springfield, MO 2 gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to

visit Downtown soon or perhaps
return to our area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.

« Drinks « Soups - Salads - Steaks - Seafood
« BBQ + Burgers « Sandwiches « Full Bar

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120
Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm « Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

[ ] ) )
L] L4 ° ()
L] ° . . ° .
[} ° °
Where comfy & comfort collide

Small - 3x Women's Clothing
Decor ¢ Jewelry ® Purses

112 W. Commercial St. * (417) 322-5295 ‘
[ Crazy Daisy Boutique ,
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e Many men go fishing
i all of their lives
without knowing
that it is not fish
they are after -
Henry David Thoreau

Rusty Rooster
Markeplace

208 W, Commercial St.
Downtown LebarnonMo.

Upcomne Downrown Evenrs

SATURDAY, MAY 27
SUMMER KIiCK-0OFF & FOAM PARTY
.1A.M.T02P.M. _ _1 VI-\.!VI.TA 1P.M. r .

 1 ﬂ ".. 1 , K o\ -2 i:5 ‘%V}Q

RESTAURANT ZHE TAVERN

OPEN FOR BRUNCH ON SATURDAYS 11-2
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS

123 W Commercial St, Lebanon, MO 65536
(417) 991-2080 1 @therail1868

Shades &
ofGray Boutigue

TOYS - LINGERIE - GIFTS
» &SOMUCHMORE! [}

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON - (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM
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park employees attach a new collar.
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Submitted Photo/Cyndi Cogbill
A bison that roams Prairie State Park sees the inside of cattle squeeze shoot as

* OUR NEW LOCATION =

NTS!

HOLMER

from page 5

"I'm really only there a day and a half
aweek. I'm on the road alot. I did learn
you have to pack a lunch with you,"
Holmer said.

And her favorite part of the job is
outside the office.

"When I go to special events, meeting
with kids or families that have come for
generations, that's my favorite part of
the job," Holmer said.

Her least favorite part of the job is
her human resources role. Overall, it is
is a pleasant mix of activities with some
challenges thrown in.

"It's fun days and more stressful
days," Holmer said.

On March 14, she was slated to help
with a regular part of her job that could
be fun or stressful, a prescribed burn at
the Nathan and Olive Boone Historic
Site's 400 acres of glades, prairie and
woodlands. She and her co-workers are
trained in the safety aspects of a burn.

Beforehand, she makes contact with
the local fire departments and the

. Grocerugs « Fountan Daks
- TorAcco « (onvenieNce Stowe « Freest Mear
« WA~ Beer-( o0+ iguore [JArM Foop

CABIN RENTALS AND CAMPING COMING SOON
10292 M0-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609

DNR's Springfield office.

"We work closely with the National
Weather Service office out of Spring-
field, and they do these things called
spot weather forecasts ... It's very help-
ful for us," Holmer said.

Plus, she said the burn bosses she
works with in this area are very expe-
rienced.

In her free time, Holmer is a hiker,
a canoeist and a bicyclist on the Ozark
Greenways or Katy Trail as well as a
reader of mysteries and non-fiction on
nature and science subjects.

Although she is not an angler herself,
she gets a lot of enjoyment from fishing
in her job as the Ozark regional deputy
director for the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources.

"I enjoy all the people, and I enjoy
watching people catch fish. My favorite
thing always when I work at a trout
park is seeing a kid catch a fish especial-
ly for the first time. That's what makes
it fun," Holmer said.

¢ Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢
e Minnows & Worms
* Rooster Tails $3.69
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Big plans underway for Bennett Spring Park

By Steve Smith

Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion is making a big investment in the
Bennett Spring State Park hatchery,
according to officials.

Speaking at a public meeting at the
Bennett Room near Bennett Spring State
Park in March, Hatchery Manager Ben
Havens said it was their first public
meeting since 2020 because of COVID.

“We had a great opening day this
year, one of our best in recent history,
probably due to the great weather we
had, it was great to see everybody out,”
he said.

Havens said they would like to see a
20 percent increase in trout production
as a result of the renovations.

Project Manager Bill Scheperle said
MDC has advertised for bids, with ac-
tion on accepting a bid expected at the
Conservation Commission meeting in
May. The construction period is expect-

ed to last two years. He said the park
will remain open during this time but
with public access limited at construc-
tion areas. Temporary road closures
should be expected along with some
construction noise and traffic.

Work will include renovating the
hatchery office building, constructing a
new shop building and new bulk feed
storage building. Improvements will be
made to the existing hatchery building.

He said the work will increase the
fish rearing capacity, improve the fish
waste handling system, allow Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act accessibility
and improve public safety and flood
protection.

When the construction phase begins,
the hatchery will not be operating. Ex-
isting fish will be moved to MDC hatch-
eries at Shepherd of the Hills, Montauk
and Roaring River during this period.

‘- 46 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60°ACRES OF
CAMPGROUNDS ON
THE NIANGUA RIVER

NOW SERVING

IceCream
FACTORY

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

SANITARY

INTAKE |
BUILDING

nnnnnn

Though the hatchery will be closed
during the construction phase of the
renovation project, anglers will not see
any changes to existing seasons. Fish
transported from other MDC hatcheries

will be stocked daily during the regular
season at Bennett Spring. He said the
winter catch-and-release season will not
be impacted.

See ‘PARK’ /page 11
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Bennett Spring Campground
Bennett Spring Church of God
Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Restaurant

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park Store
Bennett Spring Taxidermy
Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Ft. Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitter
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Weaver’s Tackle Store
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LCR Photo/Beth Durreman

Fishing will still be able to be enjoyed
throughout the park while construction
is taking place.

“The hatchery crew is very com-
mitted to producing a quality fishing
experience for all who visit Bennett
Spring and we truly appreciate the
support from the public as we work
through these improvements to further
Bennett Spring as a premier trout fish-
ing destination,” Havens said.

Up to one million trout are raised
from egg to fingerling at Bennett
Spring Hatchery annually and the
hatchery stocks 350,000 12 %-inch in
the stream each season. Some of the
fish raised at the hatchery are stocked
elsewhere in the state.

Havens also reminded people at-
tending the meeting that MDC is ask-
ing Bennett Spring anglers to provide
input on topics related to fishing at
the trout park. People can enter their
comments online through May 15 by
going to https://mdc.mo.gov/ben-
nett-spring and clicking on the Bennett
Angler Survey link on the right side of
the page.

MDC wants to gather anglers’
opinions about the regulations and
procedures regarding fishing gear,
methods, and management zones at
Bennett Spring. The responses the
public provide will allow MDC to
better understand the views of those
who fish at this popular site.

Approximately 140,000 people fish
for trout at Bennett Spring each year.
Trout fishing at Bennett Spring has a
history dating back to the early 1900s.
Currently, MDC manages trout fishing
and the hatchery at Bennett Spring
State Park. The state park facilities are
managed by the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources.

Bennett-Springs.ce s

from page 9

LCR Photo/Beth Durreman

The Bennett Spring hatchery building will receive a major upgrade as part of
improvements at the park.

LCR Photo/Beth Durreman
Some raceways at Bennett Spring State Park will be reconstructed as part of a
renovation project.

It’s OK
to Peek!

Bennett Spring “Country’s”
ONLY website featuring the
area’s best fishing, floating,
food, insightful articles,
and Trout Talk!
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