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Stand alone, as well as duplex cabins, are available for your get away.
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Cabins include refrigerators, satellite television, microwaves, coffee
makers, air conditioning/heat... everything you need to make your
stay comfortable and relaxing.
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Book your cabin today!

BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK
24248 Hwy 64 « Lebanon, MO 65536
www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

For more information or reservations, call: 417-532-4307
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Larry’s Gedar Resort: The Legacy Gontinues
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Trout Talk Photos/Laura Valenti
Cover photo, pictured from left to right are Seth Shockley, Carrington Peace,
Kelly peace, Kay Peace and Kyler Peace outside of Larry’s Cedar Resort Fly Shop.
Top, Kay Peace (middle), her son Mike and his wife Roma in front of Larry’s Cedar
Resort sign. Above, the cabins at the resort.

LAURA L. VALENTI

For nearly six decades, Kay Peace
and her late husband, Larry offered
lodging and convenience store ser-
vices to visitors at Bennett Spring. As
the owners and operators of Larry’s
Cedar Resort located at the park’s
main entrance, they have provided
quality cabin rentals and wholesale
as well as retail fishing tackle since
their return to the area in 1957 after a
brief few years at the Montauk state
trout park at Salem, Mo.

“Larry’s parents, Frank and Pau-
line Sullivan were the concessionaires
at Bennett Spring and I met Larry
while working for my sister and her
husband, Willa Jean and Ralph Us-
ery who had cabins and trail horses
at the head of the spring. I led trail
rides along the old Spring Trail, now
closed, that ran along the Spring
Branch, starting at the spring,” Kay

« Grocgrigs « FountAN Draiks
- ToBACco - (onveNiENcE Srore » Frest Mear
« WAK-IN Beer-(ooLgr Jquote+ [yJArM FooD

CABIN RENTALS AND CAMPING COMING SOON
10292 M0-64, LEBANON, MO | (816) 309-8609

Peace remembered recently, while
seated in her home across from the
cabins she has owned and managed
for so many years.

The state park now owns a set of
cabins constructed in 1986 that re-
placed the Userys’ cabins. Listening
to Kay and her son, Mike and his
wife, Roma of Springfield as they
reminisced about days gone by at
Bennett Spring, is a veritable walk
through the area’s history of the last
50 years.

“We made a bid on the concession-
aire position at Montauk after we got
married,” Kay continued, “and we
gotit. So we started off there, running
their cabins and dining lodge. When
we got the chance to come back here,
we bought the resort with six cabins.
There was a house at the lower end
of the property which we later con-
verted into rental units.”

See 'LEGACY'/ page 5

e Glow Balls & Jigs 79¢
e Minnows & Worms
* Rooster Tails $3.69
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You'll feel like you've
/" taken a step back in
time when you take
a short drive to visit
the Leadmine area
Merchants.

| You'll enjoy tasty
. homemade foods,
browse handmade
furniture, outdoor
goods and stock up
on bulk groceries

{ and fresh produce.
\ :
' It’s a great way to Mo is
\ spend any weekday 7 NOTTO SCALE
or Saturday sutialo
afternoon. _ 2] 7o Lobanon D
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Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

1K Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
s * Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

Café €delweiss
Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

Quality Built
,-.al..'?)“rﬂt To Last

—
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885 State Rd. T ¢ Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 8-12 ¢ Closed Sundays 3

355

e Dry Goods ¢ Gifts « Housewares :
e Kitchenwares * Handmade Soaps

The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas
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from page 3

Legacy

For many years, Larry and Kay
lived in the white house just east of
the store which had once been Mother
Bennett’s house, the name by which
everyone at Bennett Spring knew
Louie Bennett. Wife of William Sher-
man Bennett, who sold the state the
original 565 acres, along with his sister,
Josie Bennett, that began the park in
1924-1925, Louie Bennett’s name was
synonymous with the establishment
of the park.

Kay shared. “When we built our
house across the road, we also rented
out our old house but it was a very
special place, part of the history of
this whole area, so I was very careful
aboutjust who Irented it to.” And care
would be a word that applied to all of
the rentals that Kay has managed over
the years, which also explains why the
Peace family has developed the loyal
following that they have.

“The best part of all of this,” she
continued, “is to have been blessed
with so many friends who have be-
come like family. We have the fourth

generation of some of our families
coming now, after having served the
grandparents, parents, and grandchil-
dren,” the normally humble tiny lady
who has managed to continue to op-
erate the resort for the last four years
since the passing of her husband Larry,
glowed with a bit of pride. “Some of
them refer to coming to Larry and
Kay’s rather than coming to Bennett
Spring.”

Kay’s sons, Mike and Kelly and
their wives, Roma and Lynne have
also been a major part of the family
operation. While Kelly’s is the familiar
face that so many associate with the
store and fishing equipment, Mike and
Roma have played a quieter behind
the scenes role of support to Kay;, after
their return from Australia several
years ago.

Both Mike and Kelly graduated
from Buffalo High School and Mike
went on to work at Zenith in Spring-
field as an engineer for many years be-
fore moving into computer software.

SEE ‘LEGACY'/ PAGE 8

Kelly and Lynne

411-993-3017

Bulk & Surplus Groceries

e Bulk Spices ¢ Deli Meat & Cheeses
e Discount Groceries ® Bulk Candy
e Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers

ATTENTION FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS ONLY
10% OFF PURCHASE « SHOW AD AT REGISTER

COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRYS

——

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park - 324 State Rd E. Tunas
+ 5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 - Right on T Hwy - 9 miles - Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon—Thurs 8—5pm - Fri 8—6pm - Sat 8—5pm - Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT
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Where comfy & comfort collide

Small - 3x Women'’s Clothing
Decor ¢ Jewelry ¢ Purses

112 W. Commercial St. ¢ (417) 322-5295
[ Crazy Daisy Boutique

OPEN FOR BRUNCH ON SATURDAYS 11-2
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS

123 W Commercial St, Lebanon, MO 65536
(417) 991-2080 |F3 @therail1868

Shades &=
4Gray Poutigue

TOYS - LINGERIE - GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE! 3

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON - (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM
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Take the short 11 mile drive
to food, fun, fashion and more!

We want to thank you for visiting

our beautiful Bennett Spring State
Park. While you are in the Bennett
Spring area, we invite you to visit
Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile drive into
the city of Lebanon. Stay straight on
Jefferson until you reach Commercial.
Whether you decide to turn right or
left on Commercial Street, you will

find lots of interesting things to do

like visiting Downtown businesses or D OW | \ ‘ I OW | \ ‘
attending one of our many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 1869

ice cream shops, smoothie stores,

antique stores, gift shops, salons,

jewelry stores, music stores, an art
gallery and much more Downtown.

We hope you will make plans to

visit Downtown soon or perhaps
return to our area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.
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pcomé DounTouN EVenTs

L Satunday Mareh 18
Great Selection!

Great Choices!
Great Stores!

CRAFTED LEBANON STRONG INDUSTRY EXPO,

SATURDAY, APRIL 29

« Drinks « Soups « Salads - Steaks « Seafood
« BBQ « Burgers « Sandwiches « Full Bar

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120
Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm « Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm
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| Greaf Stuff, Greater Prices |

110 W. Commercial
Lebanon, MO 65536 I

I Bedding, Camping
Supplies, Cookware,
| Toys, & More! |

$ 500 off your
| ~ in-store purchase |
L

Exp March 31, 2023

—_— — — —_— -

TEAM

LEBANON, MO

GREATER SPRINGFIELD
KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

108 W. Commercial St., Lebanon MO

C:417-664-1113

0:417-883-4900
1619 E. Independence St.,

Springfield, MO =

Many men go fishing
all of their lives
without knowing
that it is not fish
they are after -
Henry David Thoreau

Rusty Rooster
Markelplace

208 W, Commercial STt.
Downitown LebarnonMo.
#/7-7/8-9/36

Rl Gk 1, 108, 14877,
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from page 5

Trout Talk Photo/Laura Valenti
Larry’s Fly Shop is a full service fly shop offering fly and spin tackle in Bennett Spring State Park.

From there, their family got the op-
portunity to emigrate to Australia
where they stayed for 11 years. Their
sons were teenagers when they moved
and while one returned to Missouri
with them, the other has remained in
Australia.

Kelly, who has operated the store
for many years, and his wife, Lynne
live in Lebanon. “Lynne retired from
teaching school at Lebanon last year
but she has lived with this store
through me for all of these years,”
Kelly laughed. “Now for the first time
we are going to be able to spend more
time together because we won’t be on
such competing schedules.”

Both their son, Kyler and their
daughter, Carrington took turns
working briefly at the store and have
now started their own SnoBiz shaved
ice business, including a kiosk in the
Larry’s store parking lot. They have
continued that business in Springfield

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS
Meat « Cheese « Yogurt  Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

If we don’t tell the |
story...who w1ll°

417-532-9131 » 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon
www.laclederecord.com

\ /)
S - ToN St & g ’ '.7-_»;’
‘;;N" 5 }’t :
=3 x
3 - 417-532-4700 - 1571 State Hwy 64 - Tunas, MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Closed Wed. & Sun.
2 T
i ACEBUL UK
READERS’ NUR LIPCO
CHOICE . ‘ MRS
%5 :
2022 AND
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+~ Best Breakfast
r| Sun 7AM NOON

CAFE OPENING sooN! %

RELAXING & AFFORDABLE

FUN

417-588-1631

A f www.wildoakscampground.com
1818 State Hwy 64, Lebanon

BOOK YOUR 2023 CAMPSITE NOW!
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and Bolivar and have recently become
the area’s regional distributor. As they
leave Larry’s to the new owners, Kelly
and Lynne will be working to sup-
port their kids in their new business
venture.

“They have five trailers,” Kelly con-
cluded, “so there is plenty to keep up
with. We are also looking into getting
into the wholesale fly business. We're
planning on launching a small online
store to start.”

Meanwhile, new owners Logan
Miller of Long Lane, Mo, and Isaac
Stewart of Rogersville, both of whom
have been in the real estate and rental
business for years, are looking forward
to continuing the legacy established
by the Peace family. Chip McGeehan
of Northview, Mo., a long-time area
businessman, is also a third partner.

“I’ve been looking for a way to
branch out in recent years,” Logan
Miller added. “I'll be the managing
partner in the daily operations. We
hope to increase the inventory of the
fly shop in the store but to keep itas a
family trout fishing resort.”

Kay Peace says she has no clue as

Trout Talk Photo/Laura Valenti
Visitors to Larry’s Cedar Resort will also see a mural painted by professional muralists Roberto Regalado and Linda Spencer
of Laughingwell Studio in Long lane.

to exactly what comes next for her. especially want to make it to Australia a part of our family over the years
“I'm thinking I'll get to do some of for my grandson’s wedding. and have allowed us to become part
the things I haven’t had time to do “Mostly, I just want to say thank of theirs.”

for the last 60 years,” she laughed. “I  you to all the people who have become

- 46 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF
CAMPGROUNDS ON
THE NIANGUA RIVER

NOW SERVING

IceCream
FACTORY
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Lebanon Publishing Company
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417-532-9131 « Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com
www.bennett-spring.com

Designed by City Explorer™
www.cityexplorer.net
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Bennett Spring Campground
Bennett Spring Church of God
Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Restaurant

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park Store
Bennett Spring Taxidermy
Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Ft. Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitter

Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
Hootie Hollar Hollow

KOA

Larry’s Cedar Resort

Litty Custom Knives

MacCreed's Art Gallery

Majestic Views Floats of Missouri
Maggard’s Canoe Rental
Menagerie Campground

NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place
Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading’s Fly Shop

Riverfront Campground
Riverwood Resort

Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill
Thompson’s RV Park

Bennett Spring Propane

Weaver’s Tackle Store

Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe

Trout Talk is published by

LEBANON
11 MILES




THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK APRIL 2023 PAGE 11

Opening Day 2023
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Trout Talk Photos/Beth Durreman
Above photos, attending opening
day is a tradition of 16 to 40 years for
some of these fly fishermen. Above
left, left to right: Dick Martin of Liberty,
Terry Robbins of Shawnee and Bryan
Rogers of Kearney. Above right, left to
right: Dave Simmons of Kearney, Matt
Grundy, Matt Grundy, Don Grundy, and
Sam Bergener (2nd year) all of Liberty.
Right, Kaiden Demorest a 12 year old
sixth grader from Freeman caught his
second lunker since fishing in Bennett
Spring. He has been coming to the park
since 2016.
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WHEARTLAND &
ANTIQUE MALL &

i Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days « (417) 532-9350 /;n;
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon  m

i Just off the I-44 exit! o
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Missouri Cheese Outlet & M
417-991-2233
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Friday & Saturday 12 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
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BOOK FOR 2023 NOW!
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GEDAR GAR @GO@ND

117988-8858

12830 Hwy 64, Lebanon
Check-In at valley View RV store at 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

Everything You Need For A Perfect Stay
e Full Bathroom e Full Kitchen e Laundry Mat On Site - Open 24/7

e Units Sleep Up To 10 People e Loft Bunkbeds
e BBQ Grills  Lots of Parking & Easy Access

BENNETT
SPRING
PROPANE

e | 417-588- 88’58 ik,

NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM

Vanilla
Twist
Chocolate

THE LOWEST PRICED

REFILLS IN THE AREA

ICE - LIQUOR -
BEER

VALLEY VIEW RV
12972 HWY 64, LEBANON




