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Bennett Spring State Park is located in the heart 
of  the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds 
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout.
Float down the Niangua River and discover 

Blue Herons, River Otter 
and more!

Explore
the Ozarks fi rst hand. Hike 
along miles of cleared trails 
and excape the everyday.

Enjoy
a warm campfi re while 
sleeping among the great 
Ozark Mountains. We have 
primitive campsites to full 
RV hook-ups. 

Bennett Spring State Park
26248 Hwy 64A • Lebanon, MO 65536

For Information or Reservations: 417-532-4307
www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

The Outdoors is Calling. ..

RV hook-ups. 

Bennett Spring State ParkBennett Spring State Park
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Experience
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NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE  
ICE CREAM!

• Chocolate • Vanilla • Twist 

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

Come As You Are
and Worship With Us!

Bennett Spring Church of God
26322 Hwy 64A • Lebanon

(inside Bennett Spring State Park Adjacent to Dining Lodge)
417.532.7531 www.facebook.com/BennettSpringChurchofGod

Wednesday Bible Wednesday Bible 
Study Study 7:00pm7:00pm

Sunday School Sunday School 9:30am9:30am

Sunday Morning Sunday Morning 
WorshipWorship 10:30am 10:30am

“And he saith unto them, 
follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” - 
Mathew 4:19

• REMODELED BATHROOMS!
• PLAYGROUND • POOL • GAME ROOM 
• TENT SITES • DELUXE CABINS
• RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP
• MINING GEM STATION • FREE WiFi!
• BASKETBALL/TETHERBALL/BIKE TRACK
• 75FT. LONG GLIDER

13654 Hwy 64 • Lebanon • 417-322-6907        LebanonKOA

Where Memorable
Family Vacations Begin

LEBANON /
BENNETT SPRING

A familiar sign on Missouri 64 will 
soon come down. Longtime outfitter 
Fort Niangua is no more.

Soon, a new sign will appear, an-
nouncing a new Niangua River re-
sort, the Coastal Country Resort and 
Lagoon.

Coastal Country Resort and Lagoon 
is the brainchild of Cherry Blossom 
Resort Development co-owners Shelby 
Corle, operation manager, and Sharra 
Smith, developer.

“We’re going to bring the coast to 
the country. We’re going to build a 
four-acre lagoon close to the river. It’s 
going to have its own sand beaches. It’s 
going to be like you’re at the beach in 
Florida. We’re just bringing the coast 
to the country,” Corle said.

Phase One of Coastal Country’s de-
velopment is a $2.1 million investment 
that began a few months ago and will 
eventually be a $40 million door resort 
with a myriad of amenities.

New resort coming to Niangua River
Developers say they 

are bringing ‘the coast 
to the country’ at new 

Bennett area resort 

Submitted photo and photo by Chris Roden
Above, eco-homes like this 
Glacia 3 model are put to-
gether in segments and made 
from recycled landfill material 
encased in polyresin. The eco-
homes will have eco-friendly 
sod-covered roofs that make 
them very energy efficient. 
Right, Sharra Smith and Shelby 
Corle pose in front of the eco-
home segments that will go 
together much like a Quonset 
hut does for the military.

CHRIS RODEN
FOR TROUT TALK

CONTINUED on PAGE 4 
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START YOUR DAY OFF FRESH!
Grab & Go Breakfast and Lunch.

New Menu Including Burgers!

Opening Memorial Day Weekend Fri & Sat 8am-2pm
Order ahead by messaging us on Facebook!
Located in the parking lot of Larry’s Fly Shop, 25976 Hwy 64, Lebanon

We can prep food for your whole 
camping/fishing weekend!

A saltwater pool, a profession-
al  18-hole Frisbee golf  course, 
MegaChess, featuring four foot tall 
chess pieces, and MegaCheckers, 
sand volleyball, a nine-hole putt 
putt golf course, a mini-playground 
and 300+ acres to hike with hiking 
trails are in the near future.

However, the very unique feature 
of Coastal Country will be its eco-
homes.

The eco-homes, sometimes called 
hobbit houses because they will 
have sod placed over their roofs, are 
structured more like the military’s 
Quonset huts than the often round, 
earth berm homes featured in “The 
Lord of the Rings.” The sod remains 
the same.

“They’ve got about 16 layers and 
a berm over the top so they’re 76% 
energy efficient. Because of the way 
that they are built, they can be uti-
lized as a storm shelter if needed,” 
Smith said.

Two will be put up during Phase 
One and ready for the grand open-
ing slated for sometime in June.

“They are made from recycled 
material out of landfills – plastics, 
metals, the things that do not disin-
tegrate. Then they’re melted togeth-
er with a polyresin that keeps them 
together, so it looks like and feels 
like fiberglass almost,” Smith said.

Smith said the eco-homes are 
catching on with various businesses 
and locales like Chicago as well as 
the military who uses much larg-
er versions for hangars. The ones 
designed for residential use are as 
large as 3000 square feet and will be 
available at Coastal Country later.

“We’re really excited to bring 
them to Missouri,” Smith said.

Future plans for the resort are 
even more extravagant.

Ultimately, Coastal Country will 
offer a spa and wellness center, a 
6,000 square foot restaurant with a 
pavilion and event center, a lodge, 
a lazy river from the cherry blos-
som-shaped lagoon with a swim-up 
bar, a children’s indoor activity cen-
ter with an outdoor multipurpose 

court for tennis, basketball or four 
square beside it, a catch and release 
pond and waterfalls with natural 
habitats.

They wil l  add other Coastal 
Country resorts to the Cherry Blos-
som family in the future. However, 
this location is the first and conse-
quently unique.

“This is our flagship location for 

Coastal Country,” Corle said.
Smith is a Brooklyn transplant 

who moved to Houston, Mo. when 
she was 15. Her parents owned 
campgrounds there before retiring.

Corle grew up in Rader and now 
lives in the Conway area where she 
has a travel agency.

CONTINUED on PAGE 5 

Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
The rubble pile that once was the Fort Niangua bunkhouse behind Coastal Country co-owner Shelby Corle shows how 
much has changed during  Coastal Country phase one development.
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417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

The two met when Smith was 
trying to convince Corle’s husband 
to do some contract work for her 
development company. He was 
unconvinced, but Corle and Smith 
became best friends.

“It turned out she dabbled in an 
area that I wanted to get into, which 
was vacationing, doing more than 
just extravagant develops for hotels 
and resorts. I wanted something a 
little different,” Smith said.

Corle’s experience with the travel 
business and her degree in business 
administration made her a good 
business partner as well as a friend 
with shared interests.

And they soon shared a goal.
“We wanted to develop a brand 

that was family friendly, that was 
economically important to the envi-
ronment and to communities, which 
is one of the reasons we picked 
Dallas County because of the low 
economics here. We wanted to bring 
families back to the Niangua River,” 
Smith said.

The emphasis will also be on 

healthy living with fewer chemicals 
by using eco-homes made from re-
cycled materials to limit the carbon 
footprint.

It is not only their building that 
will be eco-friendly.

Coastal  Country has “act ive 
stewardship with intention” status, 
which means they will consult the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the Audubon Society and 
Private Land Conservation groups 
to create a resort that benefits both 
humans and nature.

Another change is the general 
public will no longer be able to 
launch their watercraft at the river 
access for a fee. Until the develop-
ment is finished and a permanent 
gate is installed, a temporary gate 
will keep trespassers off the prop-
erty.

However, people that float the 
Niangua through Big Bear River 
Resort will have Country Coastal 
as a pull out point option after their 
float.

CONTINUED on PAGE 6 

Submitted photo
Glamping, or glamour camping, is one option at Coastal Country. Glamping is 
popular in Europe and is becoming so in America.
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Nature’s Best
Pet Shop & Grooming

• Cats • Birds • Fish • Reptiles
• Small Pets Nutrition • Habitats

• Toys & Treats • Health
555 E. Elm • Chalet Village

417-588-3678
M-F 9:30-5:00 • Sat 9:30-4:00

All Kinds of
Pet Supplies

780 S Jefferson Ave., Lebanon   
(417) 588-3972 • 10 AM- 10 PM

Download 
The App

Come try our wild Come try our wild 
alaskan fish sandwich!alaskan fish sandwich!

Didn’t catch anything?Didn’t catch anything?

Phase One of the development 
includes remodeling what were 
formerly quadplex cabins into more 
spacious duplexes that will sleep six 
adults and two children.

“They’ll each have two queen 
beds in the bedroom. They’ll have 
a loft area where they’ll have two 
twin beds perfect for children. Each 
one will have a little kitchenette area 
and a fold-out sofa that turns into a 
double bed,” Corle said.

The cabins will have new bay win-
dows, redone fireplaces, new exposed 
beam ceilings and lighter-colored 
paint added to the cabins to make 
them feel “like home.”

Twenty glamping tents will also 
be installed this season. Glamping 
is glamour and camping combined. 
Glamping, popular in the United 
Kingdom, is catching on here.

The 250 square foot tents are round 
and will hold two full-sized air mat-
tresses to accommodate four adults 
and two kids.

“The nice thing with these tents 
is you don’t have to put them up 
or take them down. They’re there, 
so you show up, climb in and start 
camping,” Corle said.

“It was our compromise with 
the community because we’re not 
allowing people to just pitch a tent 
anymore,” Smith said.

Half the glamping tents will have 
electricity while the other half are de-
signed for more rustic camping fans.

Fifteen RV camping spots should 
be available this season.

“Our demographic is people who 
want to be with their families and be 
able to experience the river, but also 
want to be in a clean environment 
that understands the value of luxury 

camping,” Smith said.
Corle said young couples are 

another group that Coastal Country 
River Resort and Lagoon will serve.

Environment-friendly items like 
sheets made from bamboo, soaps 
made from hemp, chemical-free 
cleaning agents will limit unneces-
sary exposure to chemicals.

A saltwater pool will reduce expo-
sure to chlorine and other chemicals 
that may be allergens.

The pool will be L-shaped and 50 
foot by 50 foot with interior L being 
25 feet long each way. A wading area 
will allow children to play safely 
and will be wheelchair accessible. 
A splash pad and a deep-end with 
a slide will interest kids and adults.

A refurbished shower house will 
service the glamping tents with plans 
for an additional larger shower house 
in 2023 when a storm shelter gets 
added as well.

Tents shaped like pods that will 
hang from trees and sleep four to six 
people are also in the near future.

Prices range from $40 a night for 
non-electric glamping tents and $50 

for electric ones. Remodeled cabins 
are $225 a night. Coastal Country 
has just one two bedroom, two bath 
apartment for $315 a night.

The eco-homes are $200 per night 
for the current version. The builder 
offers 20 different varieties of differ-
ent sizes, which Corle and Smith plan 
to sample.

When construction is complete, 
they plan to open Coastal Country 
to hikers with a $5 per car fee. Day 
passes for the lagoon will be for sale 
as well.

Located near the highway will 
be its main store with parking, and 
further down the hill, an elaborate 
gate that will make Cat Hollow Trail 
a gated neighborhood for three res-
idences as well as Country Coastal.

Three years of planning are com-
ing to fruition thanks to solid finan-
cial backing.

“We really have strong backers 
that believe in what we do,” Smith 
said.

For construction alone, Coastal 
Country has 35 employees that keep 
Corle and Smith occupied.

“It’s like directed wonderful cha-
os,” Smith said.

“I call it herding cats,” Corle said.
Corle said her husband, Matt, is a 

certified builder of the eco-homes and 
enthusiastic about their construction.

“We probably don’t give them 
enough credit, but we probably 
wouldn’t be where we are if it wasn’t 
for our husbands,” Corle said.

Locals will benefit from Coastal 
Country Resort and Lagoon beyond 
the opportunity to use the resort. In 
its first year, Corle expects to hire 
15 employees with about 50 being 
possible the second year.

Smith and Corle are proud of the 
uniqueness of their project.

“This is not the first resort to be 
built, but it’s the first of its kind. This 
is the first resort ever in the US to 
be what we call ‘a lifestyle resort,’” 
Smith said.

Country Coastal will also offer 
investment opportunities since peo-
ple may buy their own eco-homes to 
place on Country Coastal property 
and to rent them out when they are 
not using them themselves. They will 
pay a maintenance fee but pocket the 
rest of the rental charge, which could 
allow them to pay off their eco-home 
in three years.

They can sell the eco-home back to 
Country Coastal as well.

When Corle and Smith give a vis-
itor a tour this early in the project, it 
takes some imagination to to see the 
resort’s future. 

A first glance early in phase one 
shows a pile of broken concrete that 
was the old bunkhouse, the guts of 
the store and shower facility lying 
outside in heaps, the bare bones in-
side after the ceiling was demolished 
to remove the black mold and replace 
non-standard construction oddities.

However, after the owners have 
shared their vision of  what will be 
where, a visitor can see that Coastal 
Country River Resort and Lagoon 
could be as welcoming and restful 
as its cherry blossom shaped lagoon 
with its lazy river stem is unique.

Sharra Smith and Shelby Corle 
hope their flagship resort will see 
repeat business from satisfied cus-
tomers.

“We want people to be like ‘Oh my 
gosh! I feel so much better. Let’s do it 
again!’” Corle said.
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417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

IF WE DON’T TELL THE STORY
Who WillWho Will??

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere else.

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.

Bennett Spring State Park Rules and Hours
FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked daily during 
the regular fishing season, which is March 1 
through Oct. 31. Daily permits are required 
to fish on the spring branch and zones are set 
aside for different kinds of lures. Permits are 
available at the park store. For more informa-
tion, call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam upstream 
to the end of the area. Only flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam to the 
whistle bridge. Only flies and artificial lures 
are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge to the 
Niangua River. Only soft plastic bait (unscent-
ed), natural and scented bait are permitted. All 
flies and artificial lures are prohibited, even if 
natural bait or scent has been added.

Zone areas are marked in the park and maps 
are also available in the Park Store.

See ‘HOURS’/ page 10
Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden

Anglers fish from a jetty at Bennett Spring State Park on a warm day in April.



We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile 
drive into the city of 
Lebanon.  Stay straight 
on Jefferson until you 
reach Commercial.  
Whether you decide 
to turn right or left on 
Commercial Street, 
you will find lots of 
interesting things to do 
like visiting Downtown 

businesses or attending one of our 
many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 

antique stores, gift shops, 
salons, jewelry stores, 
music stores, an art 
gallery and much 
more Downtown.

We hope you will 
make plans to visit 
Downtown soon or 
perhaps return to our 

area to enjoy one of our 
upcoming events.  

Take the short 11 mile drive to 
food, fun, fashion and more!
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Hudson Feed & Grain
316 W. Commercial St., Lebanon
www.hudsonfeedandgrain.com

417-532-3921

Mister 
Eclectic

Antiques & Collectibles

 417-755-3183 • 304 W. 2nd St.
Downtown Lebanon

• Jewelry
• Furniture  

• Home Decor
• And More!

205 E. Commercial Lebanon
417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

ShadesShades
ofofGrayGrayBoutiqueBoutique

TOYS • LINGERIE • GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE!

HOOKED
 on a good
time!

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON • (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

20% OFF FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

417-532-3118
www.falconfloorcovering.com            s 
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office
109 E. Commercial St. • Lebanon MO, 65536

FLOOR COVERING

The Lunch Box Cafe
Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm • Closed Sundays

417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

Where the Locals 
Meet to Eat

Food forFood for
every taste!every taste!

214 W Commercial Street, Lebanon
417-509-9953 • MON.-SAT. 8AM-5PM

Fresh Amish baked goods and jams
• Discount grocery• Bulk spices and dry 

goods • Home goods • Pet supplies
• Fresh seasonal produce and plants

So much more!



Upcoming
Downtown Events
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WWW.AXEATTACKMO.COM

NOW OPEN!

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

LAYEREDLAYERED
with flavor

• Soups • Salads
• Steaks • Seafood 

• BBQ • Burgers
• Sandwiches

205 E. Commercial St., 
Lebanon, MO • 417-588-7000 

www.LebanonRealtyX.com

of Lebanon

Stop In for a
   Sweet
   Treat!

104A W. Commercial St.
(417) 991-2204

    @bssweetslebmo

Stop In for a
   Sweet
   Treat!

You think it...You think it...
we ink it!we ink it!

free consultation

104 B E Commercial St, 
Lebanon • (417) 532-4799

@417rebelink

208 W Commercial • Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm
#SHOPDOWNTOWNLEBANON

• ANTIQUES • SECONDHAND
• VINTAGE • HOME DECOR

COME
SEE
US!

NOMINATE/VOTE FOR US
FOR BEST ANTIQUES!

WWW.LACLEDERECORD.COM

104 West Commercial Street Unit C • Lebanon
(405) 206-7012            @thedailyfixlebanon

• Protein Shakes • Energy Drinks
• Fat Reducers

LEBANON
FARMERS MARKET
Downtown Lebanon
Open Wednesdays 11 am to 3 pm
Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm
April thru October.

ROUTE 66 FESTIVAL
Father’s Day Weekend
Friday, June 17, 5 pm-Dark,
Downtown Lebanon
-Cruise-In -Live Music, Phat Mike 
& The Bartenders
Saturday, June 18, 10 am-3 pm
Boswell Park, Lebanon.
- Car Parade - Car Show
-Live Music, Dawson Hollow
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885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

1

You’ll feel like you’ve taken a step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to spend any weekday 
or Saturday afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in Back in 

TimeTime

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S

EW

3 1

2

Hours from page 7

Trout Fishing Hours
May: 6:30 a.m. to 8:15 p.m.
June and July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 

p.m.
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. 

to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 

a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. 

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: 

Sunrise to one 
hour past sunset, 
daily

DINING LODGE 
HOURS

7 a.m. to one hour after the 
whistle during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Feb. 25 through Oct. 31

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday

Nov. 1 through 
Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE 
HOURS

SUMMER HOURS 
(On-Season) 

Feb. 25 through Oct. 31
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 

through Friday 
Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS

One hour before fishing 
officially starts through one 

hour after the regular fishing 
day ends according to the regular 
schedule daily during trout fish-
ing season at the park
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11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

2

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valenti
A pair of hikers takes a walk down the Oak Hickory Trail at Bennett Spring State 
Park. The trail is located behind the Bennett Spring Nature Center.

Hiking around Bennett
Bennett Spring State Park has more 

than 12 miles of trails for hikers to enjoy

After fishing, hiking is no doubt 
the most popular activity at Bennett 
Spring State Park. 

A number of different hiking 
trails are free and open to the public, 
ranging in length from less than half 
a mile to the 7.5 mile long Natural 
Tunnel trail that begins south of the 
spring. With such a variety in length, 
hiking trails are available to begin-
ners and the very young to more 
experienced hikers who are ready 
for more of a challenge. Those trails 
include:

n  The Old Hickory Trail, a .3 
mile loop and the Bride Trail, a .7 
mile hike, both of which are located 
behind the Bennett Spring Nature 
Center.

n The Whistle Trail, a mile long 
trail that runs along the spring and 
up the bluff and begins at the Wooden 
Bridge near the Niangua River is also 
a popular trail. 

LAURA VALENTI • FOR TROUT TALK

See ‘HIKING’/ page  13
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23 Miles West on Hwy 64  
Right on T Hwy 9 miles 
Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left

• Seasonal Fresh Produce 
• Discounted Groceries

• Deli Meat & Cheese
• Homemade Sandwiches

• Bulk Spices 
• Bulk Candy

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm  
Fri. 8-6 pm • Sat. 8-5 pm
Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT

Meadowview 

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand
417-993-3017

Dutch Market

3
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GOOD TIMES
PINTS

18146 Campground Rd, Phillipsburg, MO
Check us out at boattownbrewing.com

THER
E W

ILL B
EALWAYS ON TAP

& food by
Hot Mess
Express

Follow us on 
facebook for 
our upcoming 
entertainment

and events!

NOMINATE/VOTE FOR 
US! SCAN THE CODE!

Saturday Night Saturday Night 6pm-10pm6pm-10pm

Dinner & Live MusicDinner & Live Music
First Band of the Season
Memorial Day Weekend!

STARTING MAY 6STARTING MAY 6

n The Trail Head offers two trails, 
the Savannah Trail is 2.5 miles and runs 
behind the cabins in the spring area and 
takes approximately 1.5 hours to com-
plete. And finally, the Natural Tunnel 
Trail is the park’s longest and takes an 
estimated four hours and twenty min-
utes to complete. This last one features 
several small caves, bluffs and a water 
crossing before reaching the Natural 
Tunnel, the trail’s main feature.

According to Bennett Spring State 
Park’s Naturalist Resource Interpreter 
Patricia Chambers, the park’s trails are 
one of its most popular features. There 
are more than 12 miles of trails around 
the park. Chambers said that during 
the pandemic, people from all over the 
country have come to the park to hike 

them.
Park visitors of all ages and back-

grounds enjoy the trails, like Sean 
Willoughby of Kansas City, Mo., one of 
many who come from the state’s urban 
areas and Emily Perry, Grace Baker, 
Hannah Esther and Maggie Mebruer, 
who live just up Missouri 64 in nearby 
Lebanon. 

The trails also offer various levels 
of difficulty, making hiking available 
to the inexperienced as well as older, 
more skilled hikers. No matter the 
age and stage of the hiker, basic safety 
practices still apply like using sensible 
shoes, application of insect repellent 
and sun screen, and staying well hy-
drated, especially on the warmest days 
of summer. 

Hiking from page 11

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valenti
Above right, Sean Willoughby of Kansas City, Mo., prepares to take a hike 
to see Bennett Spring State Park’s Natural Tunnel, pictured above. The rock 
formation is located at the end of a 7.5 mile long trail. The picture of the Natural 
Tunnel is courtesy Bennett Spring State Park.



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1
17 Hootie Hollar Hollow D7
18 KOA G8
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort D7
20 Litty Custom Knives B5
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery E7
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri A4
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental C1
24 Menagerie Campground A5
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground B1
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place C1
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park D8
28 Reading’s Fly Shop E7
29 Riverfront Campground C6
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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417-991-2233

Missouri Cheese  
Outlet & More

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Specialty Cheeses, Amish Goods,
Snack Meats & All Kinds Of Jerky.

WITH MORE NEW
SURPRISES TO COME.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH
SPACES TO ENJOY

FROM GLASSWARE TO 
COLLECTABLES...AND 

EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!

IN THE HEART BEAT OF
THE SHOW ME STATE!

Heartland

PRIMITIVES

SHABBY CHIC

ANTIQUES

COLLECTABLES

Fish Stories
ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF BENNETT SPRING PARK STORE

Anglers show off their latest catches at Bennett Spring

Top left, Jerry Prewitt 
of  Savannah,  Mo. 
caught this 3-pound 
trout on March 28 in 
Zone 2 with a “killer” 
lure. Top right, Trever 
Rowland of Tunas, Mo, 
shows off his 4-pound 
t rou t  he  caught  i n 
March Zone 1 with a 
black and white f ly. 
Far left, Michael Wall of 
Savannah, Mo., caught 
this 3.4-pound trout on 
April 1 in Zone 2 using 
a yellow mega worm. 
Left, Terry Limpert of 
Cedar Hill, Mo. caught 
this 3.8-pound trout 
on March 29 in Zone 1 
using a white floss jig.



VALLEY VIEW RV 

LARGEST SELECTION 
OF BEER AND 

LIQUOR

417-588-8858 • 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

LONG TERM RV SPOTS AVAILABLE NOW!
30 & 50 AMP

THE ONLY CAMPGROUND OFFERING FULL HOOK-UP LOTS WITH PROPANE DELIVERY!

BOOK 
YOUR SPOT 

TODAY!
417588-8858
CEDAR
RIDGE

CAMPGROUND
12972 HWY. 64

LEBANON

Firewood

Only $3.50

per bundle!
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