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Bennett Spring State Park is located in the heart
of the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout.

Float down the Niangua River and discover
- = Blue Herons, River Otter
and more!

lore

the Ozarks first hand. Hike

along miles of cleared trails
and excape the everyday.

4

7

a warm campfire while
sleeping among the great
Ozark Mountains. We have
primitive campsites to full

RV hook-ups.
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Trout Talk pholo /Steve Smith

Anglers line the top of the dam at Bennett Spring State Park near the old hatchery on Opening Day, March 1. Hundreds of anglers visited the state park on Opening

Day for a chance to catch a lunker trout.

Trout season is finally here!
Anglers line the banks and fill the stream for Opening Day on March 1

STEVE SMITH
TROUT TALK

Hundreds of anglers visited Ben-
nett Spring State Park on March 1 in
search of the elusive lunker for Open-
ing Day of trout season.

Many anglers were out early that
morning despite some remaining
patches of ice and temperatures in the

(Y NOW SERVING
_"{  SOFT SERVE
g ICE CREAM!

« Chocolate « Vanilla « Twist

58
DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

PLAD PANTRY..

Meat - Cheese - Yogurt  Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

417-532-4700 - 1571 State Hwy 64 - Tunas, MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - Closed Wed. & Sun.

upper 30s. As the day went on and
heated up, more and more anglers
came out to enjoy the early spring-
like weather.

“Tradition” is what brought two
fishermen from Columbia, Missouri
to Bennett Spring for Opening Day.

“I like the fishing. We’ve been
here several years in a row,” Shelby

Nichols said. “We've always liked
coming here. Every year you see the
same people here,” the weather’s nice,
should be a good day.”

Alan Nichols, who was fishing with
Shelby, said that the pari have been
coming to Bennett Spring every year
since 1982.

The opening ceremony for Ben-

nett’s big day included Missouri Lt.
Gov. Mike Kehoe, Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation Director Sara
Parker Pauley and local state legisla-
tors. The Opening Day siren ringer
was Charlie Reading, who owns
Reading’s Fly Shop on Missouri 64
near the park.

CONTINUED on PAGE 4

Come As You Are
and Worshierith Us!

“And he saith unto them,
follow me, and | will make 4
you fishers of men.”-
Mathew 4:19
Sunday Morning
Worship 10:30am -
Bennett Spring Church of God
26322 Hwy 64A - Lebanon

(inside Bennett Spring State Park Adjacent to Dining Lodge)
417.532.7531 nuﬂ"wf cebook.com/B P

Wednesday Bible
Study 7:00pm

Sunday School 9:30am

o5 188 18

* RENMODELED BATHROOMS!
* PLAYGROUND - POOL - GAME ROOM
* TENT SITES - DELUXE CABINS

e 75FT. LONG GLIDER

where Memorap|e o

Family Vications Begin

LEBANON /
* RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP
* MINING GEM STATION - FREE WiFi!
* BASKETBALL/TETHERBALL/BIKE TRACK

13654 Hwy 64 = Lebanon = 417-322-6907 [Ei LehanonKOA

A

KOA
HOLIDAY
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Submitted photo
Charlie Reading, owner of Reading’s Fly Shop, shows off his number 1 trout
tag for the Opening Day of trout season. Reading was chosen as the official whis-
tleblower for the day.

Saturday/Night

Dinner/&LliveMusic
6pm=i10pm

Cafe Breakfast

Campground & Roadside Cafe

417-588-1631

. www.wildoakscampground.com

Openitoithe]Public

Hand Dipped
Ice Cream

Anglers fish at Bennett Spring State Park on Opening Day, March 1.

“It is an honor and it’s very nice,”
he said. “I've been helping people
and doing things here for a long time,
It’s nice to have people acknowledge
what you’ve done over the years, it’s
a humbling thing to see that people
appreciate that I've been there for
them and helped them with a lot of
stuff.”

Reading said his life is tied up in
his business.

“Alot of people, they put their 40,
50 hours a week in, they have a fam-
ily, they have other things they do,”
he said. “What make me different is
that this is a big part of my life, my
business, it just happens to be here.”

Reading spent his childhood
fishing for cool and warm water fish
in the ponds, creeks and river of his
grandfather’s farm just outside of

«««««

www.bennett-spri
417-532-9131 « 100 E. Commercial
www.laclederecord.com

Lebanon.

He began fly fishing when he was
15.

In 1978 he was hired to run Tony
Pack’s fly shop. He worked there
until he opened Reading’s Fly Shop
in 1985.

From 1978 on, Reading has fished
both freshwater and saltwater around
the globe. He’s made many trips to
New Zealand, Christmas Island,
Brazil and Argentina, Russia, New
Guinea, Europe, Central America,
Slovenia, and the Czech Republic.

Bennett Spring State Park Hatch-
ery Manager Ben Haven said Reading
“is a knowledgeable fly fisherman,
great mentor to new fishermen, a
strong park supporter and a huge am-
bassador to fly fishing in Missouri.”

CONTINUED on PAGE 5

It’s OK
to Peek!

Bennett Spring “Country’s”
ONLY website featuring the
area’s best fishing, floating,

food, insightful articles,
and Trout Talk!

ng.com




Trout Talk photo/S.teve Smith
Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery staff stock trout into the raceways that connect to the spring the day before Opening
Day.

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!
- OVER 60 ACRES OF

CAMPGROUNDS ON F%%TORY

THE NIANGUA RIVER

NOW SERVING
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Havens and his team stocks the
stream with fish every day through
Oct. 31, which is the end of trout sea-
son. He said that on Opening Day, the
hatchery staff puts out an extra large
batch of trout.

“We stock somewhere around
6,000 to 7,000 fish for Opening Day,”
he said.

Numbers for some of the past
Tuesday openers, which Havens said
were highly variable depending on
weather conditions, were 2016 — 1,328
tags, 2011 — 1,717 tags and 2005 —
1,964 tags

“On a normal March Tuesday,
we’ll probably stock 700 fish, but
we’ll also only have maybe 280, 300
anglers, and (on Opening Day) we ex-
pect 1,500 or better anglers,” he said.

For Opening Day, there were 1,571
total trout tags sold. Of those, 1,467
were adults and 104 were kids. Ha-
vens said the number was pretty av-
erage for a Tuesday opener. He added
that it is hard to compare a weekday
opener to a weekend Opening Day.

C(ONCLUDED on PAGE 6
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“We haven’t been below 1,571
for an opener in the last five
years. If it had been this good
of weather and a Saturday or
Sunday, I think we would’ve had
2,500 or more,” Havens said.

According to Havens, the park
has done well with attendance
during the pandemic, seeing
trout tag sales in numbers that
the park hasn’t reached in years.

“There was a push while we
were all hunkered down to get
out and explore locally, I think
that was definitely a boon for the
local state parks,” he said. “We
had great attendance last year for
the season, we sold more tags last
year than we have since 2010.”

He is expecting the high turn-
out to continue and believes
2022 will be a good year for the
KEEE HANDS park.

L g “Weather has a lot to do with
it, flooding has a lot to do with
it, people make plans and want
to come down and fish when the
spring branch is crystal clear,”
Havens said.

A major construction project
for the park started last fall,
according to Havens. The first
phase is about to wrap up for
design and exploration to look
at the hatchery system, the race-
ways, the infrastructure and how
fish are raised.

A consulting firm has done an
analysis of the hatchery and the
grounds and will make recom-
mendations for improvements.

“It’s time for us to do a major

Trout Tak photo/Steve Smith -~ overhaul and bring it update
Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery Manager Ben Havens stands in front of the raceways at the state park that house growing  with new technology,” he said.

All'Kinds of
Pet Supplies

e Cats * Birds ® Fish ¢ Reptiles
e Small Pets Nutrition e Habitats
¢ Toys & Treats ¢ Health

(R)

DI:’W"I°ad 780 S Jefferson Ave., Lebanon
TheApp  ('f) (417) 588-3972+ 10 AM- 10 PM




Discarded fishing line can be
a deadly hazard for wildlife

FRANCIS SKALICKY
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

Unfortunately for wildlife in
Missouri and elsewhere, fishing
line is involved with catching more
than fish.

While you’re enjoying the great
fishing opportunities this state has
to offer, one thing that’s important
to remember: If you have to cut your
fishing line because it’s knotted or
snagged, take those pieces of line
with you when you leave. Leav-
ing the line behind could create a
deadly hazard for the wildlife and
aquatic creatures that needs your
fishing area more than you do.

Humans who discard fishing line
provide the landscape with a lethal

3"

device that keeps on killing — stud-
ies have shown monofilament line
can take up to 600 years to break
down in the environment.

Discarded fishing line can pose
problems for many types of wild-
life. Because a variety of bird
species frequent stream banks and
shorelines, they are frequent victims
and, thus, provide many examples
of the problems caused by dis-
carded fishing line. Birds that get
tangled in fishing line will struggle
and this frequently tightens the line
to the extent that it cuts into legs,
feet, necks, wings and other body
parts. This can lead to serious injury
or death.

Even if the line does not tighten

enough to cause serious injury, it
can restrict movement by decreas-
ing the range of motion of legs or
wings. This can make it harder for
the bird to forage and harder to
escape predators.

When fishing line becomes tan-
gled around a bird’s beak or bill,
it can lead to starvation. Birds that
ingest fishing line may eventually
starve, too, because the plastic in
their stomach restricts how much
food they can digest. Sometimes
birds use fishing line to build nests
and this can also have fatal results
when the young hatchlings become
entangled in the line as they grow
and get more active.

See LINE on PAGE 10

E DON’T TELL THE STORY

Award-winning journalism |
you can’t find anywhere else. |

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.
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Trout Talk photo/Fines Massey
A fishing line recycling container is
posted at Bennett Spring State Park
near the stream. The container was built
by the Missouri Stream Team.
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TOYS - LINGERIE - GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE! i

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON - (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

~ goods - Home goods - Pet supplies =
Fresh seasonal produce and plant

2:14 W Commercial Street, Lebanon *
_417—509—9953 « MON.-SAT. 8AM-5PM

Lebanon wixcee

205 E. Commercial Lebanon

417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

FLOOR COVERING
« HARDWOOD o CARPET o VINYL ¢ TILE
¢ LAMINATE « REMNANTS » COUNTERTOPS

417-532-3118

www.falconfloorcovering.com @EIr]
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office
109 E. Commercial St. - Lebanon MO, 65536

S

So much more! s

iRt

e =

The Lunch Box
Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm « Closed Sundays
417-532-2044 + 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

afe Whete the Locals

[
LEBANON « MISSOURI

DOWNITOWN

1869

Take the short 11 mile drive to
food, fun, fashion and more!

We want to thank you for visiting
our beautiful Bennett Spring State
Park. While you are in the Bennett
Spring area, we invite you to visit
Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile
drive into the city of
Lebanon. Stay straight
on Jefferson until you
reach Commercial.
Whether you decide

to turn right or left on
Commercial Street,

you will find lots of
interesting things to do
like visiting Downtown

businesses or attending one of our
many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants,
ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
antique stores, gift shops,
salons, jewelry stores,
music stores, an art
gallery and much
more Downtown.

We hope you will
make plans to visit
Downtown soon or
perhaps return to our
area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.

RUSLY ROOSTER

Purina Premium Wildlife Blocks
help provide complete nutrition
than whole grains and a high-
uality food source to help survive
tough winters.

MHFRCTPLACE

* ANTIQUES . FURNITURE

o (o)
« HOME DECOR - VINTAGE & MORE Hudson Feed & Grain
208 W Commercial + Lebanon » 417-718-9136 << N>> 417-532-3921
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm li ~——~ i&gvﬁfgs‘grﬂ:;é?ﬁ;a%ﬁ%nnﬁn IE
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Upcomer 9%
Downron Events

LEBANON
FARMERS MARKET

Downtown Lebanon

Open Wednesdays 11 am to 3 pm
Open Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm
April thru October.

Soups « Salads
Steaks - Seafood
+BBQ ¢+ Burgers

«Sandwiches

9
’ "
201 W. Commercial, Lebanon

S % 7 (417)532-0120
W‘f:/ 4‘, / Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm « Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

\)'A’4

RHE HTTHB\\

SQUATCH WHERE YOU THRow

WWW.AKEATTACKMO.COM

Sweet
Treat

»
histe(
Eclectic |

Antiques 87 Collectlbles

» Jewelry
» Furniture g% AR
» Home Decor g Sweet%
+ And More! e e
W 1 104A W. Commercial St.
417-755-3183 « 304 W. 2nd St. (417) 991-2204
Downtown Lebanon  [j £ @hssweetslebmo

ROUTE 66 FESTIVAL

Father’s Day Weekend

Friday, June 17, 5 pm-Dark,
Downtown Lebanon

-Cruise-In -Live Music, Phat Mike
& The Bartenders

Saturday, June 18, 10 am-3 pm
Boswell Park, Lebanon.

- Car Parade - Car Show

-Live Music, Dawson Hollow

\nmi‘ 4 ummq ad _ﬁﬂ ﬁt S

T DAILY FIX
NUTRITION f

FREE CONSULTATION |

wi:miz[ ;
-WW

104 B E COMMERCIAL ST,
LEBANON + (417) 532-4799
] ®@417REBELINK

Pro’reln Shakes ® Energy Drlnks .

] ® Fat Reducers
® .‘b}xkig A’
of Lebanon o e :
205 E. Commercial St. ’ 104 West Commeruul S’rreet Unit C @ Lebano
Lebanon, MO - 417-588-7000 (405) 206-7012 L f r7@’rhedmlxﬁxlebun

www.LebanonRealtyX.com



" You'llfeel like you've taken a step back in time when you
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants.

You'll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade
. furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries
and fresh produce.

It's a great way to spend any weekday
\ or Saturday afternoon.
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Line

from page 7

Remember, birds, turtles and other
animals that live in and around the wa-
ter don’t have hands and fingers and
can’t use tools to free themselves from
fishing line. When

fishing line can also be found online
or at a number of stores that sell
hunting and fishing equipment. If
you choose to throw your fishing line

in the trash at home,

they get tangled, they
usually stay tangled.
If you keep the rem-
nant bits of snipped
line that are the re-
fuse of getting hung
up, getting tangles
on your reel or tying
on different lures; it
guarantees that those
pieces of fishing line
will not pose prob-

MISSOURI
STREAM
TEAM

make sure you cut
it into small pieces
first. Incineration of
old fishing line at
home is another op-
tion, just be mindful
of the fumes.
Missouri’s Stream
Team program en-
courages monofila-
ment recycling and
has information

lems for animals in
the future.

Some marinas and fishing areas
have receptacles where anglers can
dispose of fishing line. Information
about where to drop off recycled

about how stream

teams can get fishing
line recycling bins for their areas.
This information can be found at
http:/ /www.mostreamteam.org/
mrrp.asp.

Quality Built

—Built To

Last_

02k C

885 State Rd. T ¢ Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 8-12 ¢ Closed Sundays 1

QFWWO
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Bennett Spring State Park Rules and Hours

FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked daily
during the regular fishing season,
which is March 1 through Oct. 31.
Daily permits are required to fish
on the spring branch and zones are
set aside for different kinds of lures.
Permits are available at the park
store. For more information, call (417)
532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam
upstream to the end of the area. Only
flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam
to the whistle bridge. Only flies and
artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge
to the Niangua River. Only soft
plastic bait (unscented), natural and
scented bait are permitted. All flies
and artificial lures are prohibited,
even if natural bait or scent has been

added.

Zone areas are marked in the park
and maps are also available in the
Park Store.

Trout Fishing Hours

April: 7 am. to 7:30 p.m.

May: 6:30 a.m. to 8:15 p.m.

June and July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30
p-m.

August: 7 am. to 8 p.m.

September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.

October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour
past sunset, daily

DINING LODGE HOURS
7 a.m. to one hour after the whistle
during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Through Oct. 31
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday
through Sunday
Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

STORE HOURS
One hour before fishing officially
starts through one hour after the
regular fishing day ends according
to the regular schedule daily during
trout fishing season at the park.

OPENING APllll 2ND
Wenger's Greenhouse < HNursery

April & May
Mon.-Sat. 8-6
Closed Good Friday

* Dry Goods ¢ Gifts « Housewares

* Kitchenwares * Handmade Soaps
" _&

! * Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
S Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily ¢ Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

@“‘ Head @i%
X g
Country 19

Gbe Dutch Ritchen

Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas
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- Seasonal Fresh Produce - ’ Bulkcs
« Discounted Groceries - Homemade Sandwiches  + Bulk Candy

Discount & Surplus Groceries 93 Miles West on Hwy 64  Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand Right on T Hwy 9 miles  Fri. 8-6 pm  Sat. 8-5 pm

A17-993-3017 LeftonEHwy 1 mile on Left  Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT
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Wayne Bennett of Buffalo, Mo., caught - T . ] - Michael Gould of Lebanon, Mo., caught
this 3-pound trout on March 7 in Zone 1 with ~ Logan French of Lebanon, Mo., caught this 3-pound trout on Open-  this 5.5-pound trout on March 1 in Zone 1

an orange fly. ing Day in Zone 1 with a black and yellow fly. with a tan fly.
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for 2022 in your mailbox

for only $2 5

Published monthly March-November.

| Address:

1
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1
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1
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Mail a $25% check to: Trout Talk c/o
Lebanon Publishing Company
P.O.Box 192 « Lebanon, MO 65536 or
visa| @ Call 417-532-9131

Amegican
iPias| DISCOVER

BENNETT SPRING

STATE PARK

KANSAS CITY
184 MILES
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BENNETT SPRING

STATE PARK

AND SURROUNDING AREA
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A special publication of
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417-532-9131 « Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com
www.bennett-spring.com

Designed by City Explorer™
www.cityexplorer.net
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Bennett Spring Campground
Bennett Spring Church of God
Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Restaurant

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park Store
Bennett Spring Taxidermy
Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Ft. Niangua River Resort

Glynn's RV

Hidden Valley Outfitter

Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
Hootie Hollar Hollow

KOA

Larry’s Cedar Resort

Litty Custom Knives

MacCreed's Art Gallery

Majestic Views Floats of Missouri
Maggard’s Canoe Rental
Menagerie Campground

NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place
Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading’s Fly Shop

Riverfront Campground
Riverwood Resort

Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill
Thompson’s RV Park

Bennett Spring Propane

Weaver’s Tackle Store

Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe

Trout Talk is published by

LEBANON
11 MILES
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While Bennett Spring State Park
is known around the world for
its trout fishing, there is also a lot
for hiking enthusiasts to do at the
state park.

Each month Trout Talk puts the
spotlight on a different trail at Ben-
nett Spring State Park.

This month Trout Talk takes
a look at one of the park’s most
unique and popular walking trails:
the Natural Tunnel Trail.

The trail’s signature feature is
the Bennett Spring Natural Tunnel,
which is 296 feet long and forms an
S curve through the hill.

Formed from Gasconade dolo-
mite, the tunnel contains a large
gravel creek bed. On its way to
the tunnel, the trail crosses Spring
Hollow and passes through many
different habitats. The trail is a
combination of roads used by
people living in the area from the
1840s to present and rugged wood-
ed areas crossed by small streams.
The wooded areas support abun-
dant wildlife including deer, squir-
rels, chipmunks, many woodland
birds and insects, including ticks.
Several bluffs have interesting
geologic features, tiny caves, sheer
rock faces and deep overhangs
with vines and other foliage.

The trail passes near a small
cemetery that dates from the late
1880s and holds the graves of two
families who lived in the area. The
length of the trail is 7.5 miles with
an estimated hiking time of 5
hours and 45 minutes.

WHEARTLAND
ANTIQUE MALL

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days « (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

o

/

\ Specialty Cheeses, Amish Goods,
Snack Meats & All Kinds Of Jerky.

WITH MORE NEW
SURPRISES TO COME.




30 & 50 AMP

LONG TERM RV SPO'I'S AVAILABLE NOW!

/'ﬁ BOOK
2> YOUR SPOT
8. ¥ TODAY!
L Ny ", +588-8858
-T2 CEDAR
e, T
f L e CedarRidge
- vy RIDGE
N e - . CAMPGROUND

7 12972 HWY. 64
LEBANON

THE ONLY CAMPGROUND OFFERING FULL HOOK-UP LOTS PROPANE DELIVERY!

j THIS MONTH ONLY.. 1 50/ OFF’

0 ALL

CBD & KRATOM IN GLASS

VALLEY VIEW RV

417-588-8858 « 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon
“IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY + CANNOT USE OR RECEIVE LOYALTY POINTS WITH DISCOUNTS.
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