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23 Miles West on Hwy 64  
Right on T Hwy 9 miles 
Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left

• Seasonal Fresh Produce 
• Discounted Groceries

• Deli Meat & Cheese
• Homemade Sandwiches

• Bulk Spices 
• Bulk Candy

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm  
Fri. 8-6 pm • Sat. 8-5 pm
Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT

Meadowview 

Discount & Surplus Groceries
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand
417-993-3017

Dutch Market
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A great many anglers might as-
sume that the four months Bennett 
Spring State Park is closed to the 
regular fishing season is a slow time 
of winter hibernation, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
As has taken place for the past 40 
years, from the second weekend 
in November through the second 
weekend of  February,  Bennett 
Spring entertains catch-and-release 
fishermen. 

“We had lots of folks fishing the 
winter program this year, more than 
usual, I think,” Jim Rogers, Bennett 
Spring Park concessionaire, shared 
recently as he and other park store 
and dining lodge employees began 
to prepare for the March 1, 2022 
opening. “I think people are still 
anxious to get out and about as 
the pandemic has been so hard on 
everyone.”

This year, Bennett Spring State 
Park also saw some significant re-
furbishing of the multi-plex cabins 
that serve those who come during 
the regular season. 

“It’s hard to believe the store 
building and those cabins are 40 
years old already,” Rogers said with 
a laugh. “They were all opened up 
in 1982, two years after I got here. 
As everyone says,  t ime passes 
quickly and of course, with the wear 
and tear those cabins endure, it was 
time for some renovations.”

The multi-plex cabins were built 
to replace the tiny tourist cabins 
built by the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) in 1937. After 45 years, 
those original cabins were worn 
out and needed to be replaced. The 

new multi-plex cabins have now 
served nearly as long. In addition 
to the renovation of the cabins, this 
refurbishing project also included 
landscaping, sidewalk, and concrete 
work. 

Meanwhile, the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation is in 
the process of a multi-year major 
upgrade and renovation of the 
Bennett Spring Trout Hatchery. In 
conjunction with HDR Engineering, 
MDC is engaged in a $20 million 
project to replace and repair parts 
of the hatchery.

Originally built  in 1923,  the 
Bennett Spring Trout Hatchery has 
been in constant production since. 
The first year or so it was in pri-
vate production and since then as a 
part of the state-operated park and 
hatchery system, catering to visiting 
fishermen and tourists. 

The current project will replace 
portions of the hatchery that are 
outdated as well as bring new tech-
nologies to the nearly 100-year-old 
hatchery, improving fish produc-
tion.

Phase I of the project is already 
underway, according to a press re-
lease from the Missouri Department 
of Conservation. During this past 
winter, the engineering firm sunk 
a groundwater test well at the head 
of the hatchery pools. 

Other portions of Phase I in-
clude surveying, flow monitoring, 
geotechnical investigations, and 
locating utilities.

For their part, visitors to the 
park will notice the presence of 
machinery and its accompanying 
noise and some road and parking 
lots restrictions in the hatchery area.

Bennett stays busy in winter

Photo by Chris Roden
Anglers wade into the stream on an unseasonably warm day at Bennett Spring 
State Park.

The state park is prepared for trout 
season to kick off on March 1

LAURA VALENTI
FOR TROUT TALK

See ‘WINTER’/ page 4
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Phase II and III, the construction 
portion of the project, will take 
place in 2023 and will see the Ben-
nett Spring Trout Hatchery closed 
down for the first time in a century. 
Trout will be brought in from other 
state-owned hatcheries also oper-
ated by the Missouri Department 
of Conservation. The construction 
will include a new intake struc-
ture, the reconstruction of some 
raceways, piping improvements, 
and numerous upgrades to protect 
the hatchery from future floods. It 
is estimated to take two years to 
complete this part of the project.

“These renovations will breathe 

new life into our aging hatchery, 
improving safety for hatchery staff 
and util izing new technologies 
which will enable us to raise quality 
fish for the public to enjoy for many 
years to come,” said Bennett Spring 
Hatchery Manager Ben Havens.

Havens added that he wanted 
to “give a huge shout out” to his 
staff for getting the stream ready 
for the upcoming season. He also 
thanked the park staff and Rogers 
and his staff “for getting the park 
grounds, campgrounds and cabins 
ready for all the park visitors that 
Bennett Spring will see this coming 
trout season.”

Winter from page 3

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valenti
Workers drill for a groundwater test well near the Bennett Spring State Park 
Trout Hatchery. The construction is part of Phase I of improvements to the 
hatchery.

Photo by Chris Roden
A man fishes near the dam at Bennett Spring State Park.
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GOOD TIMES

PINTS
18146 Campground Rd, Phillipsburg, MO • Check us out at boattownbrewing.com
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ALWAYS ON TAP

& food by
Hot Mess
 Express

Follow us on 
facebook for our 

upcoming 
entertainment 

and events!

When the 2022 trout season at Bennett 
Spring opens March 1, the man ringing the 
siren will be a veteran fisherman and fly shop 
operator known for sharing his knowledge 
and experience.

Charlie Reading, owner of Reading’s Fly 
Shop, has been selected to begin this year ’s 
season by sounding the official starting whistle 
on March 1. 

Reading said he was happy to be recognized 
for his many years of operating a fly shop and 
offering instruction to anglers.

“It is an honor and it’s very nice,” he said. 
“I’ve been helping people and doing things 
here for a long time, It’s nice to have people 

acknowledge what you’ve done over the years, 
it’s a humbling thing to see that people appre-
ciate that I’ve been there for them and helped 
them with a lot of stuff.”

Reading said he spend a lot of time giving 
away fishing education. 

“I had a rep say you are the guy if you spend 
a $100, you get $200 of advice,” he said. “It’s a 
nice compliment, but I do feel if I’m going to 
spend that quality time with you, I’m hoping 
that when you do get read  to make a com-
mitment, you realize this guy has given me 
so much information, why would I want to go 
somewhere else.” 

Reading said his life is tied up in his busi-
ness.

Reading

Bennett businessman, angler
chosen to kick off trout season

Charlie Reading is the 2022 bell ringer
STEVE SMITH
TROUT TALK

See ‘READING’/ page 6



PAGE 6 THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK MARCH 2022

11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

The Dutch Kitchen
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
• Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

“A lot of people, they put their 40, 50 hours a 
week in, they have a family, they have other things 
they do,” he said. “What make me different is that 
this is a big part of my life, my business, it just 
happens to be here.” 

Reading spent his childhood fishing for cool and 
warm water fish in the ponds, creeks and river of 
his grandfather’s farm just outside of Lebanon.

He began fly fishing when he was 15.    
In 1978 he was hired to run Tony Pack’s fly 

shop. He worked there until he opened Reading’s 
Fly Shop in 1985. 

From 1978 on, Reading has fished both fresh-
water and saltwater around the globe. He’s made 
many trips to New Zealand, Christmas Island, 
Brazil and Argentina, Russia, New Guinea, Eu-
rope, Central America, Slovenia, and the Czech 
Republic.

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery Manager 
Ben Haven said Reading “is a knowledgeable 
fly fisherman, great mentor to new fishermen, a 
strong park supporter and a huge ambassador to 
fly fishing in Missouri.”

Reading from page 5

Trout Talk file photo
Charlie Reading demonstrates different fly fishing casting techniques in a pool in front of his store.



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK MARCH 2022 PAGE 7

BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

LEBANON • MISSOURI

BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK
24248 Hwy 64 • Lebanon, MO 65536

www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

For more information or reservations, call: 417-532-4307

Enjoy the Amenit ies

Don’t hesit ate a moment longer...

Stand alone, as well as duplex cabins, are available for your get away.

Cabins include refrigerators, satellite television, microwaves, coff ee
makers, air conditioning/heat... everything you need to make your
stay comfortable and relaxing.

Book your cabin today!

Come and Stay in Scenic Beauty

Wecome Back AnglersWecome Back Anglers

BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

LEBANON • MISSOURI



The Lunch Box Cafe
Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm • Closed Sundays

417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

Where the Locals 
Meet to Eat

Food forFood for
every taste!every taste!

205 E. Commercial St., 
Lebanon, MO • 417-588-7000 

www.LebanonRealtyX.com

of Lebanon

ShadesShades
ofofGrayGrayBoutiqueBoutique

TOYS • LINGERIE • GIFTS
& SO MUCH MORE!

HOOKED
 on a good
time!

110 E. COMMERCIAL ST., LEBANON • (417) 718- 0175
TUES.-SAT. 12:00PM-8:00PM

20% OFF FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY

We want to thank you for visiting 
our beautiful Bennett Spring State 
Park. While you are in the Bennett 
Spring area, we invite you to visit 
Historic Downtown Lebanon.  Take 
the short, scenic 11-mile 
drive into the city of 
Lebanon.  Stay straight 
on Jefferson until you 
reach Commercial.  
Whether you decide 
to turn right or left on 
Commercial Street, 
you will find lots of 
interesting things to do 
like visiting Downtown 

businesses or attending one of our 
many events.

You will find boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream shops, smoothie stores, 

antique stores, gift shops, 
salons, jewelry stores, 
music stores, an art 
gallery and much 
more Downtown.

We hope you will 
make plans to visit 
Downtown soon or 
perhaps return to our 

area to enjoy one of our 
upcoming events.  

Take the short 11 mile drive to 
food, fun, fashion and more!

208 W Commercial • Lebanon • 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm

• ANTIQUES • FURNITURE
• HOME DECOR • VINTAGE &  MORE

COMING SOON!

Stop In for a
   Sweet
   Treat!

104A W. Commercial St.
(417) 991-2204

    @bssweetslebmo

Stop In for a
   Sweet
   Treat!

Hudson Feed & Grain
316 W. Commercial St., Lebanon

417-532-3921

March is 
the month 

that Martin 
Scouts go 

out!
We are running a 
special on Purple 

Martin Gourd houses 
this month.

Come and see us!

You think it...You think it...
we ink it!we ink it!

free consultation

104 B E Commercial St, 
Lebanon • (417) 532-4799

@417rebelink
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214 W Commercial Street, Lebanon
417-509-9953 • MON.-SAT. 8AM-5PM

Fresh Amish baked goods and jams
• Discount grocery• Bulk spices and dry 

goods • Home goods • Pet supplies
• Fresh seasonal produce and plants

So much more!

Upcoming
Downtown Events

Mister 
Eclectic

Antiques & Collectibles

 417-755-3183 • 304 W. 2nd St.
Downtown Lebanon

• Jewelry
• Furniture  

• Home Decor
• And More!

205 E. Commercial Lebanon
417-588-7006

www.LebanonMoRentals.com

104 West Commercial Street Unit C • Lebanon
(405) 206-7012            @thedailyfixlebanon

Protein Shakes • Energy Drinks
• Fat Reducers

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

LAYEREDLAYERED
with flavor

• Soups • Salads
• Steaks • Seafood 

• BBQ • Burgers
• Sandwiches

417-532-3118
www.falconfloorcovering.com            s 
falconfloorcovering1972@gmail.com

Right in the Heart of Downtown next to the Post Office
109 E. Commercial St. • Lebanon MO, 65536

FLOOR COVERING
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DOWNTOWN SPRING 
OPEN HOUSE 
Visit Downtown Lebanon for a day 
full of shopping and great specials! 

Visit business as they get their 
spring lines set up, grab some food 
and enjoy a day of shopping and 
fun.
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417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

IF WE DON’T TELL THE STORY
Who Will?

Award-winning journalism
you can’t find anywhere else.

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.

FISHING REGULATIONS
The spring branch is stocked 

daily during the regular fishing sea-
son, which is March 1 through Oct. 
31. Daily permits are required to 
fish on the spring branch and zones 
are set aside for different kinds of 
lures. Permits are available at the 
park store. For more information, 
call (417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam 
upstream to the end of the area. 
Only flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam 
to the whistle bridge. Only flies and 
artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge 
to the Niangua River. Only soft 
plastic bait (unscented), natural and 
scented bait are permitted. All flies 
and artificial lures are prohibited, 
even if natural bait or scent has 
been added.

Bennett Spring State Park Rules and Hours

Photo by Chris Roden
Anglers fish at one of the most popular fishing spots at Bennett Spring State Park.
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• REMODELED BATHROOMS!
• PLAYGROUND • POOL • GAME ROOM 
• TENT SITES • DELUXE CABINS
• RV SITES FULL HOOKUP - 50/30 AMP
• MINING GEM STATION • FREE WiFi!
• BASKETBALL/TETHERBALL/BIKE TRACK
• 75FT. LONG GLIDER

13654 Hwy 64 • Lebanon • 417-322-6907        LebanonKOA

Where Memorable
Family Vacations Begin

LEBANON /
BENNETT SPRING

NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE  
ICE CREAM!

• Chocolate • Vanilla • Twist 

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

Come As You Are
and Worship With Us!

Bennett Spring Church of God
26322 Hwy 64A • Lebanon

(inside Bennett Spring State Park Adjacent to Dining Lodge)
417.532.7531 www.facebook.com/BennettSpringChurchofGod

Wednesday Bible Wednesday Bible 
Study Study 7:00pm7:00pm

Sunday School Sunday School 9:30am9:30am

Sunday Morning Sunday Morning 
WorshipWorship 10:30am 10:30am

“And he saith unto them, 
follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” - 
Mathew 4:19

Zone areas are marked in the park 
and maps are also available in the Park 
Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
March: 6:30 a.m./7:30 a.m. to 6 

p.m./7 p.m.
April: 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
May: 6:30 a.m. to 8:15 p.m.
June and July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

PARK HOURS
Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour 

past sunset, daily

DINING LODGE HOURS
7 a.m. to one hour after the whistle 

during trout season

NATURE CENTER HOURS
Feb. 25 through Oct. 31

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Wednesday 
through Sunday

Nov. 1 through Feb. 24 - Closed

PARK OFFICE HOURS

SUMMER HOURS (On-Season) 

Feb. 25 through Oct. 31
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 

Friday 
Closed on state holidays

STORE HOURS

One hour before fishing official-
ly starts through one hour after the 
regular fishing day ends according to 
the regular schedule daily during trout 
fishing season at the park Photo by Chris Roden

Anglers try their luck at catching the next big lunker at Bennett Spring State Park.
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You’ll feel like you’ve taken a step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to spend any weekday 
or Saturday afternoon. 

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in Back in 

TimeTime

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants
N

S

EW

1

2

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays 

Ozarks Country Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture

Quality Built
                Built To Last

Photo by Chris Roden
Fall is a beautiful time to visit Bennett Spring State Park to see the leaves change 
color.
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417-532-6333 • 417-588-3797 • WWW.NROCANOE.COM • OFFICE HOURS 7AM-9PMCanoe Rental & Campground

Cabins, Camping, Floating Cabins, Camping, Floating 
NOW SERVINGNOW SERVING

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE!

- OVER 60 ACRES OF 
  CAMPGROUNDS ON 
  THE NIANGUA RIVER

& Much More!& Much More!

Meet the rainbow trout
Species: Rainbow trout	

	
Scientific name: Oncorhynchus 

mykiss

Claim to fame: Rainbow trout are a 
popular sportfish in Missouri. Studies 
have shown trout fishing in the state 
provides a multi-million dollar benefit 
to the state’s economy each year. Mis-
souri’s current trout program consists 
of Lake Taneycomo, four trout parks, 
20 trout management areas and winter 
trout fisheries in 20 urban lakes in St. 
Louis and Kansas City. 

Virtually all of these areas and op-
portunities are sustained by stockings 
from Missouri Department of Conser-
vation hatcheries. 

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

See ‘TROUT’/ page 15



1 Bennett Spring Campground D6
2 Bennett Spring Church of God C6
3 Bennett Spring Grill D7
4 Bennett Spring Restaurant C7
5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel D7
6 Bennett Spring Inn E7
7 Bennett Spring State Park Store C7
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy G8
9 Castaway Campground E7
10 Cedar Ridge Campground F8
11 Corkery Campground C1
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room E7
13 Ft. Niangua River Resort B6
14 Glynn’s RV D7
15 Hidden Valley Out� tter C5
16 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground C1
17 Hootie Hollar Hollow D7
18 KOA G8
19 Larry’s Cedar Resort D7
20 Litty Custom Knives B5
21 MacCreed’s Art Gallery E7
22 Majestic Views Floats of Missouri A4
23 Maggard’s Canoe Rental C1
24 Menagerie Campground A5
25 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground B1
26 One-Eyed Willy’s & Pete’s Place C1
27 Peaceful Valley RV Park D8
28 Reading’s Fly Shop E7
29 Riverfront Campground C6
30 Riverwood Resort D5
31 Sand Spring Resort/The Gravel Bar & Grill C6
32 Thompson’s RV Park F7
33 Bennett Spring Propane F8
34 Weaver’s Tackle Store D7
35 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe B5
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A special publication of

417-532-9131 • Lebanon, MO
www.laclederecord.com

www.bennett-spring.com

Catch
Every issue of Trout Talk 
for 2022 in your mailbox

for only $25
Published monthly March-November
Name:  

Address:  

 

Phone:  

Email:  

Mail a $2500 check to: Trout Talk c/o 
Lebanon Publishing Company

P.O. Box 192 • Lebanon, MO 65536 or 
Call 417-532-9131



417-991-2233

Missouri Cheese  
Outlet & More

Open 8AM-8PM, 7 Days • (417) 532-9350
2500 Evergreen Pkwy, Lebanon

Specialty Cheeses, Amish Goods, Snack Meats & All Kinds Of Jerky. 
WITH MORE NEW SURPRISE TO COME.

WITH NEARLY 350 BOOTH SPACES TO ENJOY

FROM GLASSWARE TO COLLECTABLES...
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!Trout from page 13

The Department stocks more than 
1.5 million trout annually in the state.

Species status: Rainbow trout are 
not native to Missouri, but were first 
imported here in the 1800s. 

The rainbow trout’s native range 
stretches along the Pacific Coast from 
Alaska to northern Mexico.

First discovered: The first scientif-
ic description of the fish was written 
by Russian naturalist Johann Julius 
Walbaum in the 18th century.

Family matters: Rainbow trout 
belong to the salmonidae family of 
fish. This family includes several 
species high in angling popularity 
such as brown trout, salmon, char 
and whitefish.

Length: The average length is 10 
to 15 inches, but longer lengths have 
been reported.

Diet: Aquatic insects, terrestrial 
insects, snails and small fish make 
up the bulk of a rainbow trout’s diet. 
There is some variance based upon 
local availability of food.

Weight:  Most adult rainbows 
caught in Missouri range in weight 
from under one pound to one-and-
one-half pounds, but they can grow 
larger. 

Distinguishing characteristics: 
The upper parts of a rainbow’s body 
are dark olive and thickly speckled 
with black spots. Of course, the tell-
tale sign of a rainbow is the pinkish 
to pinkish-red stripe that runs the 
length of the body on both sides.

Life span: Rainbow trout have 
been reported to live up to 11 years 
in some parts of the country.

Habitat: Within their natural 
range, rainbow trout inhabit streams, 
naturally occurring lakes and reser-
voirs. 

Trout do best in waters that gen-

erally remain below 70 degrees F. In 
Missouri, suitable trout habitat is 
limited to approximately 170 miles of 
Ozarks spring branches and spring-
fed streams and the 2,080-acre cold-
water reservoir of Lake Taneycomo.

Life cycle: Most of the trout in 
Missouri waters come from hatch-
ery-raised brood-stock, with the 
few exceptions of some areas where 
conditions are suitable for some trout 
spawning to occur. In parts of the 
continent where trout reproduce in 
the wild, spawning occurs from early 
winter to late spring, depending on 
local conditions. 

Eggs are laid by the female in a 
shallow pit dug by the female on 
clean, gravelly riffles. The female 
resumes digging upstream and the 
eggs are covered by gravel carried 
down by the current. 

No parental care is provided to the 
eggs, which are dependent on oxy-
gen present in the water percolating 
through the gravel. 

Eggs hatch in about 21 days and 
the fry remain in the gravel until the 
yolk sac is absorbed.

Trout Talk file photo
Hatchery Manager Ben Havens 
points to some trout eggs in his 
hand. As they begin developing, the 
eggs are placed in upwelling jars that 
stir the eggs much as the current 
would in a stream. Some of them have 
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VALLEY VIEW RV 

SIMPLE & COVENIENT
Bennett Spring Camping Made

417-588-8858 • 12972 Hwy 64, Lebanon

BENNETT SPRING BENNETT SPRING 

PROPANEPROPANE
Propane by the pound

100lb, 30lb, 20lb
Tank Replacement Valves

Inspect Bottles
Firewood Only $3.50

We’re the  

LOWEST 

PRICES

AROUND!

ICE • LIQUOR • BEER • KRATOM

T-SHIRTS
$12.99 Each
$22.99 for 2
$32.99 for 3

DON’T FORGET: BENNETT SPRING PROPANE IS LOCATED AT VALLEY VIEW RV
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