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BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY, EVENT OR WEDDING
e Holiday Parties  Corporate Functions e Retirement Parties
* Weddings ¢ Baby Showers e Private indoor and outdoor spaces available

To schedule your event contact: Ashley@wscentertainment.com

Check out our Facebook
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Start planning y

Outfitters tell 2022 visitors
to get those reservations
in before the end of 2021
because they fill up fast

CHRISTY DIEMAN e TROUT TALK

Much of the busy season at Bennett
Spring State Park is coming to an end
when catch-and-keep trout season
ends at the end of October, but some
of the park will continue to stay open
during the winter months as catch-
and-release fishing is still available to
anglers on certain days beginning the
second Friday in November until the
second Monday in February.

Inside the park, a limited number of
cabins are available to rent throughout
the winter with December and January
being the easiest times to get rooms.
November cabins normally fill quickly
and as February nears, anglers start
heading back to the park for early
season catch-and-release before the
opening day on March 1.

The dinning lodge at the park will
close after Oct. 31, but the park store
will remain open during certain hours
and days and usually provide some
food and beverages, along with a place
for anglers to warm up during the
winter months.

Another opportunity for park vis-
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our 2022 trip now

itors is the hiking trails that remain
open to visitors during the off season.
Park employee Susan Eckmann hikes
the trails and considers the winter
months to be the best time to use them.

“I’'m a hiker. To me that’s the perfect
time. No ticks or weeds,” Eckmann
said.

It's never too early to start plan-
ning to visit Bennett Spring next year
when the trout season opens back up

in March. Among the many lodging
options in the Bennett Spring area for
regular season is Weaver’s Tackle and
Campground. Weaver’s offers eight
cabins with charcoal grills, kitchen-
ettes with linens, dishes and a mini
fridge. Also available on a first-come-
first-serve basis are 180 RV sites. The
business also has a saltwater infinity
edge pool available to guests during
the warmer months.

* TENT SITES - DELUXE CABINS

« 75FT. ZIPLINE
13654 Hwy 64 = Lebanon

LEBANON / BENNETT SPRING

* NEWLY REMODELED BATHROOMS!
* PLAYGROUND - POOL - GANIE ROOM

* PULL THRU RV SITES - 50/30 AMP

* MINING GEM STATION - FREE WiF1!
* COMMERCIAL SIZE BOUNCE PAD

417-322-6907 KEiLehanonKOA

A
KOA

___B&]J Ford’s

f—"‘ Antiques & Collectibles

«Antiques « Furniture
_ » Toys « Books e Dishes
r « Collectibles

\ You name it, we’ve got it!

> 4

Shop our
6,000 sq. ft. of
merchandise.
Hwy. 32 Store Open Mon-Sat 10-4
SHOP BOTH LOCATIONS!
24876 Mineral Dr. Hwy. 64 | 31950 Hwy.
, 417-588-2509 417-650-4407

Located just east of the main park
entrance, Weaver’s has been a staple
in the Bennett Spring area since 1973.
Current owner, Rick Kirchberg, has
owned the bait and tackle business for
13 years. According to Kirchberg, they
stay very busy from Memorial Day to
Labor Day.

“Usually, they book when they
check out the year before,” Kirchberg
said of annual guests to the camp-
ground. “You have to call to reserve.
We don’t have any online booking.”

Online shopping is available from
Weaver’s website for most of the
products they carry in store. Tradi-
tional trout fishing gear like fly tying
supplies, waders, vests and fly rods can
be found both in-store and online from
their website. They also carry some
kitchen supplies like coffee, jams and
pickles. Kirchberg said they carry live
bait for those fishing on the Niangua.
On Nov. 1, Weaver’s will close for the
season.

CONTINUED on next page
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Trout Talk photo/Christy Dieman
Rick Kirchberg, owner of Weaver’s Tackle, talks to a customer at his store near
Bennett Spring State Park.

- HOUSE SWOKED BBO
-HOVEMADE PIZZA - ULTIATE SIDES

Another option for Bennett Spring
visitors is Hidden Valley Outfitters.
Located right on the Niangua River,
Hidden Valley offers an RV park,
cabins, primitive and electric camp-
sites, float trip accommodations, and
a general store with a variety of hot
foods to order.

Matt Buhrman, the general store
manager for HVO, said the original,
smaller store was on the opposite
side of Missouri 64 for several years.
In 2018, the business built a newer
and larger retail space to go along
with their expanding business. The
general store carries the typical
fishing supplies but offers some dif-
ferent merchandise that’s not typical
of the area.

“We do a food service. We have St.
Louis style pizza, burgers and things
like that,” Buhrman said. Visitors
can also find old fashioned wooden
toys, games, etched glass stem ware
and Christmas ornaments. During
regular season the store is open
seven days a week.

Buhrman added that they are
typically open on weekends only
for the first few weeks in November,
weather permitting, but will close

everything before Thanksgiving.

“Our weekends are the busiest
time. We always encourage ad-
vanced reservations,” Buhrman said
of the campground. Certain RV camp
sites can fill a year in advance, he
added.

HVO offers extended-stay RV
parking where guests can leave their
RV over the winter. While guests
are not allowed to stay on the site
in the off-season, it’s an option that
Buhrman said quickly caught on and
sold out for the winter.

“That’s actually full right now,”
he said.

Joe Ahmann, the general manager
for HVO, said that while the business
had humble beginnings, it continues
to grow. By the beginning of next
season, Ahmann said HVO plans
to have about 200 full hook-up RV
sites, 170 primitive camp sites with
some of those including electricity,
and several more fully equipped one
and two-bedroom cabins.

“That’s where we’re starting to
put a lot of energy into lately, is
cabins. We should have at least four
more by next season,” Ahmann said.

CONCLUDED on next page

Trout Talk phto/Christy Dieman
General store manager Matt Buhrman, left, and campground manager Joe
Ahmann, right, greet customers from behind the counter at Hidden Valley Oultfitters.



Shower houses are available
at the RV park and the camp-
ground and include coin oper-
ated laundry machines.

HVO continues to add to
their miles of hiking trails lo-
cated on the property for guests
to enjoy. Playgrounds and pa-
vilions are available to guest,
along with a disc golf course.
Pavilions are also available
to rent for special occasions.
Throughout the property are
hand-built timber framed pe-
destrian bridges and waterfalls.
One special feature is the rustic
log and timber framed chapel
that is available to reserve for
special occasions like weddings.
Ahmann mentioned that the re-
sort strives for a family friendly
environment which includes an
extra effort to include everyone.

“We try to make everything
as handicap accessible as pos-
sible in this type of setting,”
Ahmann said. This includes the
cabins, general store, and the

chapel which are all equipped
with ramps.

One of the long-term ame-
nities offered at HVO is float
trips on the Niangua River. A
service since 2011, canoe, kayak
and rafts are available for rent
on two different private access
points. One access is five and
a half miles upriver, floating
back to HVO campground and
the other is eight and a half
miles down river where you are
picked up and brought back to
HVO. While float trips can be
reserved online, floaters will
need to call the store to arrange
a scheduled time.

One of the goals of Hidden
Valley Outfitters is to become
a destination inside the resort.
The beginning phase of a larger
multipurpose building is in the
works, along with other family
friendly activities.

“We're trying to give people a
little bit more to do besides just
float and fish,” Ahmann said.

44 YEARS OF SERVICE!

OVER 60 ACRES OF
CAMPGROUNDS ON THE

NIANGUA RIVER

NOW SERVING

ﬂce‘@wam,
FACTORY

OVER 3,000 FT. OF ZIPLINE
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Ladies fish free at Bennett during event

LAURA VALENTI
TROUT TALK

Female anglers from all over the
state flocked to Bennett Spring State
Park Sept. 25 for a day of free fishing.

Sept. 25 marked the state park’s fifth
Ladies Free Fishing Day, according
to Ben Havens, Bennett Spring Trout
Hatchery manager.

“Last year was our biggest year
with 630 ladies enjoying a day of free
fishing, despite COVID-19 and social
distancing,” Havens said.

According to Havens, that because
the global pandemic has kept many
people in doors, outdoor activities
have become very attractive to people
“just wanting to get out of the house,”
looking for something fun to do. De-
spite having six weeks of no tag sales
and a general shutdown at the park,
the state still saw above average atten-

dance and that has continued into this
year, according to Havens.

“This year has been a good solid
season so far,” he said.

Havens said that one of the reasons
for special events like Ladies Free Fish-
ing Day is to help introduce people into
the hobby of trout fishing.

“Trout fishing can be somewhat
overwhelming to those who have not
done it before, with the extra rules that
are involved, the zone fishing and so
forth. Our hope in establishing a free
fishing day for the ladies is to encour-
age them to come out and give trout
fishing a try,” Havens said.

Although help was still a little short
handed compared to previous years,
Havens said there was still a section of
the river roped off for beginner anglers,
so people could assist them in fishing.

CONTINUED next page

E DON’T TELL THE STORY

you can’t find anywhere alsgg

Awarded First Place General Excellence by the
Missouri Press Association 3 years running.
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Trout Tal hoto/Laura Valenti
Julie Gibson of Rockport fishes near the Gauge House at Bennett Spring
during the Ladies Free Fishing Day.
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MAKE 2022
SUMMER VACATION
b THE BEST VET!u

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valnti
Terri Vermillon of St. Charles waded into the spring to catch a trout on
Ladies Free Fishing Day in September.

“We hope if some women will come
and get their toes wet, so to speak, this
weekend and try their hand at trout
fishing, maybe they will come back
another time,” he said.

Julie Gibson was one of nearly 600
women who fished on Ladies Free
Fishing Day. She traveled from Rock-
port, Mo, which is near the lowa/Mis-
souri border. She said it was only her
second time fishing at the state park.

“My husband, Jacob, has come here

Cafe Breakfast

plenty of times,” she said with a laugh.

If you missed Ladies Free Fishing
Day but are interested in learning
about fly fishing, Havens also men-
tioned that a few local fly tying gen-
tlemen have been meeting 8 to 10 a.m.
on Wednesdays down by the main
hatchery building to share tips on tying
flies, and talk about trout fishing, what
works and what doesn’t. The group is
open to anyone and Havens added,
“they always have a coffee pot going.”

Saturday/Night

Dinneri&LliveMusic
6pm=:10pm

Canoes o K;lyaks
Paddiehoards o Rafts =iy

L
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= ViewsTots

LD @ 1610 Highway 64 o Tunas, MO 65764

Campground & Roadside Cafe

.588- CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE!
o Phone: (417) 588-7238 or (417) 588-7608

fce Cream Opentojthe|Public MAJESTICVIEWSFLOATS.COM

Hand Dipped . www.wildoakscampground.com
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205 E. Commercial St.,
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» Jewelry j;" ¥ Al
» Furniture & Sa™ wa
* Home Decor " S
* And More! D ) T

417-755-3183 « 304 W. 2nd St.
Downtown Lebanon [}

LEBANON « MISSOURI

MORE THAMN JUST TAYES
Business | |

Services soocosmcan

Bookkeeping
Payroll
Tax & Advice

[
GK.COM/SB
Nancy Moore

Branch Manager

H &R 124 W. Commercial, Lebanon, MO
- Give me a call at 417-532-4113
BLoc K nancy.moore @hrblock.com
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Take the short 11 mile drive to
food, fun, fashion and more!
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We want to thank you for visiting
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o Cafe

Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm « Closed Sundays
417-532-2044 + 106. E. Commercial, Lebanon

e

Heaven For :

Park. While you are in the Bennett
Spring area, we invite you to visit
Historic Downtown Lebanon. Take
the short, scenic 11-mile
drive into the city of
Lebanon. Stay straight
on Jefferson until you
reach Commercial.
Whether you decide

to turn right or left on
Commercial Street,

you will find lots of
interesting things to do
like visiting Downtown

i

You will find boutiques, restaurants,
ice cream shops, smoothie stores,
antique stores, gift shops,
salons, jewelry stores,
music stores, an art
gallery and much
more Downtown.

We hope you will
make plans to visit
Downtown soon or
perhaps return to our
area to enjoy one of our
upcoming events.

Come for the cookin’,
stay for the job.

A Slice of B Apply Today!

LOCALS
Meet to Eat

Somply hocon
BOUYTI QUE

116B W. Commercial St.
i @simplychosenboutique

wﬁ?ﬂt 417-532-7742

§ 452 W. Commercial
Downtown Lebanon
For updated hours: i
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— Insurance Agency
Downtown Events

Regina Lumpkin
T Assistant Vice President
Sweetg First State Insurance Agency

% it 109 W Commerecial St.

Lebanon, MO | 65536
104A W. Commercial St. Direct: 417-344-1962
(417) 991-2204 Cell: 417-988-1026
£3 @bssweetslebmo rlumpkin@fsia.bz

1
 MARRETEACE. Lebanon i,
L'E({,E;l;ﬁqlg aiand 205 E. Commercial Lebanon
« ANTIQUES . FURNITURE 417-588-7006
« HOME DECOR - VINTAGE & MORE www.LebanonMoRentals.com

208 W Commercial * Lebanon ¢ 417-718-9136
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm '1

DOWNTOWN DISTRICT DASH
Promoting healthy habits in our district. Visit Downtown Lebanon’s
facebook page for more information.

FOLLOW THE
DOWNTOWN LEBANON

FACEBOOK PAGE crazy Dasy
FOR UPCOMING I BOUTIQUE

EVENTS IN 2022!
£} DOWNTOWNLEBANON (417)322-5295 » 108A N. Madison f




Bennett Spring State Park is located in the heart
of the Ozarks where a large natural spring feeds
sparkling water to thousands of rainbow trout.

Float down the Niangua River and discover
- — Blue Herons, River Otter
and more!

lore

the Ozarks first hand. Hike

along miles of cleared trails
and excape the everyday.

4

7

a warm campfire while
sleeping among the great
Ozark Mountains. We have
primitive campsites to full

RV hook-ups.

Experience The { &= B ttls 3 i
Perfect Weekend A L enﬁne prmg ﬂ;gate ar! I

Getaway! 0624 64As
y Ihi'[tn'.hmﬂamﬂ
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A Spigtual

Bennett Spring has long been considered
a special place for faith and worship

LAURA VALENTI
FOR TROUT TALK

Beginning with the first peoples to
visit what we now know as Bennett
Spring, faith and religious beliefs have
long been a part of this strikingly beau-
tiful valley.

The original Native American tribes
to come through the area were the
Osage, the Delaware and the Kick-
apoo. According
to those who have
studied their histo-

from yet another shameful raid, the
Sacred One’s wrath erupted and was
felt by all as the ground shook, nearby
trees tumbled and the earth as they
knew it was changed forever. The quiet
pool became a boiling spring, as cease-
less tears began to flow from the eye of
the Sacred One, creating a full, flowing
stream that followed the valley floor
all the way to the Niangua River, over
a mile away. What
we would come to
know as Bennett

ries, it is believed Spring many years
they camped, fished later, was born and
and passed through Mass Schedule | now produces 100
the area but never Misgorial Day Hifw Labor Day g8 million gallons of
actually lived here, ¢ Weekends: 6 PM Saturday fresh spring water
CPR ¥ - St. Franci i 1 i
believing the valley ~ESSEIFYI G gecfisfi Cf;t(;lrif }ﬁg ; on a daily basis.

to be too sacred a
place for day-to-
day living.
According to
their legends, the
first water source
where today’s
Bennett Spring is
found was a small
but very deep pool.
Their best divers

417-532-48]1

By the 1830s,
stories of forced
evacuations of
several tribes,
mostly notably
the Cherokee by
the US Army in
other parts of the
country, began to
reach this area.
Local indigenous

‘9 ,5M Sunday

§ SATUR )
M

could not reach its
original source but
it produced only
a small amount of
water. According
to their oral tradi-
tions, members of those ancient tribes,
began to forget their daily prayers
and neglected their responsibilities as
stewards of the land that had been en-
trusted to them. They killed members
of other tribes, and, in general, acted in
ways that made them unworthy.

One night, after they had returned

in the 1970s.

Local Catholics established the
Sportsman’s Chapel at Bennett Spring

peoples left the
Bennett Spring
valley voluntarily
for the new Indian
Territory in what is
modern day Okla-

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valenti

homa.

In 1837, James Brice and his wife,
Jane, of Kentucky, became the first
white settlers to settle in the valley.
They built a series of mills, as did the
Bennett family, one of the next families
to move into the area. The village of
Brice sprang up in approximately the

same location as the current Bennett
Spring Park Store and included a
mill for grinding area farmers’ corn,
a blacksmith shop, a carding mill for
processing wool from local sheep, a
general store and, eventually, a small
hotel known as the Brice Inn.

The town of Brice survived the Civil
War, in part, no doubt, due to its remote
location and its significant distance
from the nearest railroad station, lo-
cated in Lebanon, more than 10 miles
away. While the tiny community held
onto the name Brice, over the years,
mills in the area were destroyed more
than once by either floods or fire. By the
early 1860s, the primary mill belonged
to Peter Bennett, who was known for
dealing with both the Union and Con-
federate forces. While some saw this as
traitorous activity, it was undoubtedly
a pragmatic approach since the area
was not only isolated from any sig-
nificant form of law enforcement, but
like other parts of Missouri as a border
state, the area often changed hands
during the war, from North to South
and back again.

Years later, in 1917, the Rev. George
Bolds and his family arrived in Brice

Trout Talk photo/Laura Valenti
The Bennett Spring Church of God has been spreading the faith for more than
100 years. It is the only church inside a state park.

and held a week-long tent revival, sav-
ing and baptizing a couple dozen area
residents. Amongst the new Christians
was William Sherman Bennett, Peter
Bennett’s son, whose family owned
the land on which the village of Brice
set. At the end of the revival, the Bolds
became permanent area residents and
built a church, the Bennett Spring
Church of God. George Bolds’ 17-year-
old daughter Louie married William
Sherman Bennett. Over the years, she
and her son, Paul became well-known
local preachers. The church, which
celebrated its 100th anniversary just
a few years ago, is the only building
remaining from the town of Brice. It sits
on a single acre that is actually owned
by the church.

In 1924 and 1925, Josephine “Josie”
Bennett-Smith and her brother, William
Sherman Bennett, the only two sur-
viving children of Peter Bennett sold
their acreage to the state of Missouri, to
establish Missouri’s first state park. In
doing so, they deeded a single acre to
the church, making it the only church
in the nation, located in the center of

a state park.
CONTINUED on next page
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* take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants.
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Two decades later, other Chris-
tians began to recognize the power
of Bennett Spring’s beauty to inspire
an appreciation of God’s natural
creation. A Christian camp that was
first established in Christian County,
not far from Springfield, in 1937 was
moved to eastern Dallas County, a
few years later. Located just a mile
or so west of the now famous park,
overlooking a part of the Niangua
River valley, Bennett Spring Chris-
tian Church Camp’s exquisite Vesper
Point features a small outdoor chap-
el, a part of which can be seen from
the river down below and the farm
on the far side. Sharp-eyed canoeists
passing below can catch a glimpse of
the chapel’s concrete cross situated
on a cliff at the edge of the church
camp, high above.

In the early 1970s, Father Clem
Ilmberger of Lebanon’s St. Francis de
Sales Catholic Church began hosting
Mass on Saturday afternoons along
the Spring Branch, bringing the
weekly sacrament to visiting fish-
ermen, so that they would not have

to choose between the few hours
they had available in a weekend of
fishing or their required attendance
at weekly worship. Within just a
couple of years, devoted Catholics,
both locals and others from outside
the area, had collected enough dona-
tions to build a chapel of their own
on donated land, next to the park.

For nearly fifty years, the Sports-
man’s Chapel has welcomed Cath-
olics to a Saturday afternoon Mass,
performed by the local Lebanon
priest, between Memorial Day and
Labor Day, each year. Both locals and
visitors are welcomed to a come-as-
you-are worship, including those
who choose to attend in their fishing
waders.

From the Native Americans who
once trod this land in moccasins to
fishermen who now tramp through
in hip boots and waders, with many
a child in sandals and tennis shoes
in between, Bennett Spring has long
been a place of faith and worship,
appreciation of nature, relaxation
and most of all, of peace.

Quality Built

—Built To

Last_

885 State Rd. T ¢ Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 ¢ Sat. 8-12 ¢ Closed Sundays

A

gﬁlnw;m



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2021 PAGE 13

s h Qtr@@%

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF BENNETT SPRING PARK STORE

=
=N BFNNETT ?f@VG STATE PAﬂ( d

WELCOME T0

BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK
SEPTEMBER
FISHING . HOuR s
. 730AM " 715 PM

STORE HOURS
630AM 815 pM

PHONE
532 4307

Above, Richard Reinhart of Crestview,
Fla., caught this three pound trout in Zone
2 using a black and yellow jig on Sept. 27.
Right, Nick Padgitt of St. Louis, Mo., shows
off his 4.5 pounds trout caught in Zone 2 on
a Marabou on Sept. 26.

Above, Brenda Lavery of Freeman, Mo.,
caught this three pound trout on Ladies
Free Fishing Day in Zone 2 using a black
and yellow fly.

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

Iintm- 3

] | } &JJ,& . er Goods ¢ Gifts « Housewares
= » Homemade Bread, Buns & Pies 5 -+ Kitchenwares * Handmade Soaps
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The Leadmine

Country Store

10am-5pm Daily ¢ Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas

Locared in Gbe Lead (Dine Country Store

11-2:30 Daily * Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY ¢ Tunas
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BENNETT SPRING

STATE PARK
AND SURROUNDING AREA

1 Adventures Float Trips & Campgrounds
2 Bennett Spring Campground
70 3 Bennett Spring Church of God
4 Bennett Spring Grill
BE’;.’I‘,‘:.ITET ;::I'(NG 5 Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
6 Bennett Spring Inn
7 Bennett Spring State Park
8 Bennett Spring Taxidermy
9 Castaway Campground
10  Cedar Ridge Campground
11 Corkery Campground
12 Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
13 Fort Bennett Trading Post & Canoe Rental
14 Ft.Niangua River Resort
15 Glynn'sRV
KANSAS CITY 16  Hidden Valley Outfitters
184 MILES 17 Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
= 18 KOA
5 19  Larry's Cedar Resort
: 20  Litty Custom Knives
a 21 MacCreed's Art Gallery
g 22 Maggard’s Canoe Rental
= 23 Menagerie Campground
z 24 NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
Ever Yy issue Of Tl‘Ollt Talk 25  One-Eyed Willy's & Pete’s Place
for 2022 in your mailbox | 26 Peaceful Valley RV Park
27  Reading's Fly Shop
for Only $25 28 R?verfront Campground
29  Riverwood Resort
, Published monthly April-November, 30 Sand Spring Resort
: Name: : 31 Thompson's RV Park
1 1 32 Valley View Store
1 Address: ) 33 Weaver's Tackle Store
; . 34 Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe
i i
1 Phone: , Trout Talk is published by
1 1
| Email: ,

Mail a $25% check to: Trout Talk c/o
Lebanon Publishing Company
P.O.Box 192 « Lebanon, MO 65536 or
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- Seasonal Fresh Produce DehMeat& Cheese . Bulk
. Discounted Groceries - Homemade Sandwiches - Bulk Candy

Discount & Surplus Groceries o3 Miles West on Hwy 64  Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand Right on T Hwy 9 miles  Fri. 8-6 pm « Sat. 8-5 pm

417- 993 3017 Lefton EHwy 1 mile on Left  Now Accepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT



FLAMMABLEGAS 417 588-8858

BENNETT SPRING
PROPANE LLC
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LEBANON MO
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Everything You Need For A Perfect Stay
¢ Full Bathroom e Full Kitchen e Laundry Mat On Site - Open 24/7
e Units Sleep Up To 10 People ¢ Loft Bunkbeds
* BBQ Grills * Lots of Parking & Easy Access
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PROPANE
NO SMOKING
Keeping Propane Affordable Since 2016
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PRIGES AROUND!

Propane by the pound
1001b, 301h, 20Ib
Tank Replacement Valves
Inspect Bottles
Firewood Only #3*°

 ICE* LIQUOR  BEER

VALLEY VIEW RV 12972 Hwy 64 ¢ Lebanon
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