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LIVE MUSIC!
Every Saturday Night 6-10pm

1818 St. Hwy 64 • Lebanon

417-588-1631

Come Back for a Delicious 
Breakfast Fri-Sun 7am-12pm

NO COVER CHARGE

BLUES
BREWS
Good Food!

We’re proud to be

AMERICAN! LABOR DAY SEPTEMBER 5
Steve Moeller Band“We, at Wild Oaks Campground, 

salute our American flag, stand 
for the National Anthem, and will 
not tolerate anyone kneeling. We 

respect our REAL HEROES, the 
Armed Forces, our Police, and all 

the First Responders. We back the 
President of the United States, and 

are PROUD to BE AMERICANS! 
Let us build on our history and not 

tear it down. America freed the 
slaves, now let’s free America from 

the real oppressors’!
-Mel & Cynthia Bidwell

Enjoy Our Hand Dipped Ice Cream!

&
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With school just around the corner, 
the Sullard family of Kansas City, Mo, 
came to Bennett Spring State Park for 
a few days of relaxation and some 
important skills training.

It was Kim Sullard’s first trip to Ben-
nett. It made a good first impression on 
her as it has on so many.

“I think it’s beautiful. I love it,” she 
said.

The family rented a cabin for their 
stay instead of pitching a tent like they 
might have in days past.

“Tent camping with the littles may 
be a little hard,” she said.

Her littles included her 8-month-old 
son, Jeremy, who had spent a nearly 
sleepless night in anticipation of dan-
gling his toes in the cool water, which 
he did.

He was Kim’s reason for zero hours 
of fishing at Bennett so far.

“I fish at home sometimes, but I 
haven’t down here. I mean, he has my 
hands full,” she said.

The handful responded with a hap-
py baby noise.

Escape the indoors

Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
Jordan Sullard of Kansas City helps his daughter put her shoe back on while fishing in the stream at Bennett Spring State 
Park.

KC, Mo. family 
hopes to start 

traditions with 
their kids at 

Bennett Spring
CHRIS RODEN • FOR TROUT TALK
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1-844-4LEBANON
Sponsored by the Lebanon Department of Tourism

/visitlebanonmo
www.VisitLebanonMo.org

@VisitLebanonMo

W e l c o m e  t o  L e b a n o n  -  F r i e n d l y  p e o p l e .  F r i e n d l y  p l a c e .
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Art Gallery and Gifts

Functional Pottery,
Artwork, Jewelry & More!

Art Gallery Open
April - October

Thursday-Saturday
Visit

www.maccreedsgallery.com
& order online year round.

1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO 65764
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.417-532-4700

LLC

Discount & Surplus Foods

Meat • Cheese
Yogurt • Snacks

Affordable by
the cart full

PLAD PANTRY

“That was his side of the story,” she 
said.

Her bigger little was Kallee.
Kallee is four fingers old and not look-

ing forward to going back to school al-
though she admitted missing her friends.

She was anxious to give an up-to-the-
minute fishing report.

“I caught two little ones,” Kallee said 
gleefully, but reported they did not put 
up much of a fight.

She had not yet learned the valuable 
fishing skill known to anglers world-
wide of exaggerating both the number 
and the size of the fish she catches.

Consequently, her dad, Jordan, had 
to be honest as well.

“They were pretty small,”  he said.
He held Kallee’s camouflaged pink 

Kid Casters pole while she spoke and 
was grateful for the opportunity to pass 
on something of importance to her, a 
hobby that his father had taught him in 
his youth.

“A lot of kids are missing out on some 
of the old traditions, the ways that we 
used to do things. Luckily, there’s still 
some places like this where you can 
come out, teach them and raise them 
right,” Jordan said.

He first visited Bennett Spring State 
Park with his friends when he was in 
his twenties and was happy to make 
a return as a family man in his thirties.

“I used to fish here a lot when I was 
younger, and then we had a family, so 
it’s been a little while, but we’re back,” 
he said.

Jordan works in electrical manage-
ment. He said time spent fishing in 
Bennett was an excellent stress reliever.

Like so many that come to the park, 
he was enjoying the pastime that his 
father enjoyed with him and the expec-

tation of teaching them something more 
than fishing.

Jordan’s dad took him fishing a lot 
as a kid, including a trip to trout fish in 
Colorado.

Bennett Spring State Park is a good 
kid-friendly place for  Jordan to pass that 
tradition down to Kallee.

“She’s getting there, but she’s got a 
little bit to learn yet. Not too bad for a 
four-year-old,” he said.

Kim Sullard has hopes that their ex-
pedition to Bennett would help ingrain 
a love for the outdoors in her children.

“I hope they enjoy the outdoors more 
than they do the indoors,” she said.

For her, Bennett Spring State Park is 
an alternative to getting mired down 
in the negativity found on the TV and 
phone screens people commonly deem 
important.

“I try to shut it off again for myself, 
fewer screens. I feel like the media makes 
everything bad, but there’s nothing bad 
right here, so we’re good. You can get 
wrapped up in all that stuff or just shut 
it off and enjoy fishing,” Kim said.

The Sullard family chose fishing.
Coming to Bennett Spring State Park 

takes a bit more planning and packing 
for them than it did before the littles 
came along.

“It takes a little more effort with the 
kids, but it’s worth it,” Jordan said.

They provide a new incentive for 
Jordan and Kim to visit the outdoors and 
the peaceful confines the park, where the 
fishing is easy and cool waters and shade 
and sunshine abound.

“They need to see this and get out 
here, get dirty and have some fun,” he 
said as Kallee splashed with her pink 
shoes a bit at water’s edge in Bennett 
Spring State Park.

Trout Talk photo/Chris Roden
Kim Sullard and her son, Jeremy, pose for a picture while on vacation.
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Bennett Spring State Park
26248 Hwy 64A • Lebanon, MO 65536

For Information or Reservations: 417-532-4307 • www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

A NEW

ADVENTURE

EVERYDAY!

Enjoy the outdoors,
it’s BROAD, it’s OPEN,

it’s SOCIAL DISTANCING

Studies show outdoor activities reduce stress & anxiety, 
so bring your bike and take a ride at Bennett Spring, 

hike along miles of cleared trails and fish at your 
favorite watering hole. Explore the Ozarks first hand.
There is so much to see and do at the park, don’t miss out!

101!

RESTAURANT, STORE & CABINS OPEN!
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452 West Commercial • Downtown Lebanon, MO  • 417-532-7742

Mon-Thur: 5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Fri: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm 
Sat: 6:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Owners: 
Clifton and Nancy Smith 

Coffee
is only

$1.00

Breakfast • Lunch
Friday Night Dinners 

Hot Coffee & Homemade Pies & Cobblers 

Home Cookin’ At It’s Best! The Best
Pizza Around!

HIP POCKET
PIZZA 1132 S. Ash St. • Buffalo • 417-345-8649

CARRY-OUT • DINE-IN • DRIVE-THRU

Fresh Salad
Delicious Pizza

Hearty Sandwiches
Tasty Mexican Food

FISHING REGULATIONS
The spring branch is 

stocked daily during the 
regular fishing season, which 
is March 1 through Oct. 31. 
Daily permits are required to 
fish on the spring branch and 
zones are set aside for differ-
ent kinds of lures. 

For more information, call 
(417) 532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery 
dam upstream to the end of 
the area. Only flies are permit-
ted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery 
dam to the whistle bridge. 
Only flies and artificial lures 
are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle 
bridge to the Niangua River. 

Only soft plastic bait (unscent-
ed), natural and scented bait 
are permitted. All flies and 
artificial lures are prohibited, 
even if natural bait or scent 
has been added.

Zone areas are marked in 
the park and maps are also 
available in the Park Store.

Trout Fishing Hours

August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 
p.m.

October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. 

PARK HOURS

Park Grounds: Sunrise to 
one hour past sunset, daily

Take a look at the state park’s rules and regulations

Get in the zone
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• Dry Good • Gifts
• Housewares • Kitchenwares

• Handmade Toys 
• Jams, Jellies & Pickles
• Handmade Soaps & Lotions

• Cookbooks
• Candles & More!

Store Hours: 10:00am-5:00pm Monday-Saturday 
Directions: West on Hwy 64, 10 Miles past Bennett Spring 
Park. Turn right on Hwy T, then on YY to Store. Follow signs. 

Enjoy a Delicious 
Home-Cooked
Meal at Our

Newly Renovated
Restaurant While

You’re Here!

Restaurant Open
11:00am-2:30pm
Monday-Saturday

Take A Trip Back In Time & Appreciate

The Simpler Things In Life!

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed SundaysOzarks County Furniture

Bedroom Suites | Dining Sets | Lawn Furniture You’ll feel like you’ve taken a step back in time when you 
take a short drive to visit the Leadmine area Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty homemade foods, browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor goods and stock up on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to spend any weekday 
or Saturday afternoon. 

Take A Step
Back in Time

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsN

S

EW

1

1

2

2



PAGE 10 THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK SEPTEMBER 2020



THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK SEPTEMBER 2020 PAGE 11

Anglers show off their lunkers
They have fish stories and the 

pictures to prove them!

Photos courtesy of the Bennett Spring State Park Store
Top, William, 8, and Landon, 11, show off their catches. Above left, Benton 
Smith of Olathe, Kan., caught this 3.25 pound trout in Zone 3 using Powerbait. 
Above right, John Nguyen of Kansas caught this 3.75 pound trout using a maggot 
in Zone 3. Top right, Greg Keith caught and released this 5 pound trout in Zone 2. 
Right, Steve Jones caught this 6.5 pound trout in Zone 2 using a foam jig. Far right, 
Kaitlyn, 7, displays her trout.



Look for the Bright LED Signs!
12972 HWY 64 • LEBANON • (417) 588-8858

BENNETT SPRING PROPANE

LOCATED AT VALLEY VIEW RV

• Liquor • Firewood Only $250 
• Ice Only $125/10lb
• Laundromat on Site, Open 24/7
• Replace Valves • Inspect Bottles

We Will Beat Any 

Advertised Price By 10%
On any cylinder refills only. Must be advertised price

within 5 miles of Bennett Spring State Park.

20 LB 
CYL. 

$999

30 LB 
CYL. 

$1499

100 LB 
CYL. 

$3999

BENNETT 
SPRING PROPANE

Keeping It Affordable 
Since 2016

OMGCBD
AT VALLEY VIEW RV STORE

Sign up for our 
LOYALTY 

PROGRAM 
and get 20% 
OFF your first 

CBD purchase* 
and earn 

10% OFF for your 
next purchase!

(I.E. First Time Purchase of 
$100 get $20 OFF, 

then the next time you come 
in you get an additional 

$10 off from you previous 
purchase.) *Exclusions apply.

Come Visit Propane Duane!

*prices subject to change

CHEAPEST PRICES AROUND...

1000 ct-gm Kratom
O
N
L
Y
$7999

Cannot be 
combined with 
any other offer

SEPTEMBER  SPECIAL
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