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VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT
WWW.BENNETT-SPRING. COM

Heading back to the spring
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We are more than just a campground we’re also a
cafe servin’ delicious steaks, hearty breakfasts,
and mouth-watering desserts.

By

Saturday 6-10pm

JUNE 6—Dave Dunklee (Wounded Warrior-Healing Box Project) b'
JUNE 13—The Diamond Cut Blues Band
JUNE 20—Tech & the Roadies

JUNE 27—Kapps & Stems Band

NO COVER CHARGE ™
Hand Dipped Ice Cream

Come Back for a Delicious Breakfast
Fri-Sun 7am-12pm

o

__,.fm,.-‘* JM
= WILD GAKS

), Campground & Roadside Cafe

1818 St. Hwy 64 ¢« Lebanon

417-588-1631
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Bennett gets back to normal

STEVE SMITH e TROUT TALK

After two months spent indoors,
people appeared ready to head back
outside to Bennett Spring State Park.

The park reports seeing atten-
dance levels getting closer to pre-
vious levels with rainy weather the
only thing keeping some people
away.

Jim Rogers of the Bennett Spring
Park store said attendance is about
20 percent less than it was this time
last year, but that’s not because of
COVID-19.

“In the spring, it’s been weather
driven,” he said. “We were flooded
last week and so that really cut at-
tendance down, if it’s cold and rainy
that cuts it down.”

He said without the rainy weather
he thinks it would be the usual holi-
day numbers.

“If it is was a nice weekend, I
think we’d have a normal crowd,” he
said. “I don’t think the ‘rona’” as my
kids call it would affect the park too
much. We had a lot of cancellations
earlier, but now people are making
new reservations again. I think this
summer’s going to be alright if the
weather cooperates.”

See ‘NORMAL'/ page 11

by placing your ad in Trout Talk!

Call Jennifer Early at 417-532-9131 or
email jennifer@laclederecord.com for more information.

Trout Talk photo/Steve Smith
A pair of anglers fish near the waterfall
at Bennett Spring State Park.

Come As You Are
and WorshiQ With Us!

“And he saith unto them,
follow me, and | will make
you fishers of men.” -
Mathew 4:19
Wednesday Bible
Study 7:00pm
Sunday School 9:30am -
Sunday Morning
Worship 10:30am
Sunday Evening PLic % (N
Worship 6:00pm :

Bennett Spring Church of God

26322 Hwy 64A - Lebanon
(inside Bennett Spring State Park Adjacent to Dining Lodge)
417.532.7531 www.facehook.com/BennettSpringChurchofGod




Welcome to Lebanon - Friendly people. Friendly place.

slge 20 g 1-844-4LEBANON

L. E BAN @N Sponsored hy the Lehanon Department of Tourism

s s o U R f/visitlebunonmo Y @visitLebanonMo
Fr'fendfy people. Friendly pface.’i' WWW.ViSiﬂ. buno“Mo.org
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Get in the zone

Take a look at Bennett Spring State Park’s rules and regulations

FISHING REGULATIONS

The spring branch is stocked daily
during the regular fishing season,
which is March 1 through Oct. 31.
Daily permits are required to fish on
the spring branch and zones are set
aside for different kinds of lures.

For more information, call (417)
532-4307.

ZONE 1: From the hatchery dam
upstream to the end of the area. Only
flies are permitted.

ZONE 2: From the hatchery dam
to the whistle bridge. Only flies and
artificial lures are permitted.

ZONE 3: From the whistle bridge
to the Niangua River. Only soft
plastic bait (unscented), natural and
scented bait are permitted. All flies

and artificial lures are prohibited,
even if natural bait or scent has been
added.

Zone areas are marked in the park
and maps are also available in the
Park Store.

Trout Fishing Hours
June and July: 6:30 a.m. to 8:30
p.m.
August: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
September: 7:30 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.
October: 7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
PARK HOURS

Park Grounds: Sunrise to one hour
past sunset, daily

Functional Pottery,
Artwork, Jewelry & More!

Art Gallery and Gifts

Art Gallery Open
April - October
Thursday-Saturday
Visit
www.maccreedsgallery.com
& order online year round.
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\ Studies show outdoor activities reduce stress & anxiety,

so bring your bike and take a ride at Bennett Spring,
hike along miles of cleared trails and fish at your

favorite watering hole. Explore the Ozarks first hand.

Jeere is so much to see and do at the park, dont miss out:

\

/Bennett Spring State Park

OUTDBORS

Enjoy the outdoors,
it’'s BROAD, it’'s OPEN,
it’'s SOCIAL DISTANCING

207/

> GRIDGE TRAIL 374 MILE
¢= BLUFF TRAIL I/4 MILE
&= WHISTLE TRAIL | MILE |

_g

26248 Hwy 64A - Lebanon, MO 65536

For Information or Reservations: 417-532-4307 - www.BennettSpringStatePark.com
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Jwit with a C)iew

The Bluff Trail offers a unique vantage point of the spring

FINES MASSEY e TROUT TALK

A stay-at-home order can be
stressful for anyone, but it seems
like it’s even more fun (sarcasm)
when you have a house full of kids.
What's a good cure for quarantine
cabin fever? A nice walk in the
great outdoors at Bennett Spring
State Park.

Recently, my wife and I packed
up our three boys (ages 10 to 14)
and headed to the park in hopes
of getting out some of their pent
up energy - getting to see some
beautiful scenery in the Ozarks was
just an added bonus. We’ve walked
several of the trails at the park, but
we’ve yet to hit them all. There
seven options at the park ranging

in difficulty from a leisurely stroll
in the woods to a strenuous hike up
steep terrain. They even vary wide-
ly in lengths from a quarter mile to
more than seven miles.

Although the allure of seeing
Bennett’s famous Natural Tunnel
was strong, we didn’t think our
boys (or ourselves, if I'm being hon-
est) would be up for a seven-mile
trek.

We ended up settling on the Bluff
Trail - a quarter mile trail that is a
small section of the Whistle Trail.
The trail winds along the side of
Bennett Spring, offering you an up
close view of the stream.

See TRAIL'/ page 9

Lebanon is a short 11 mile drive
east of Bennett Spring State Park. With dining,
shopping, and lodging - you're sure to have a
great time visiting our friendly town!

Trout Talk photo/Fines Massey
An angler can be seen fishing in Bennett Spring from the vantage point of the
Bluff Trail.

Home Cookin’ At/It's Best!

Breakfast « Lunch
Friday Night Dinners
Hot Coffee & Homemade Pies & Cobblers

Owners:
Clifton and Nancy Smith

A Boho Bouthue

Artistic, Fun « Eclectic

Jewelry o Clothing ® Accessories ® Candles

535 A East Elm Lebanon ¢ 417-532-8044

Mon-Thur: 5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Fri: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm
Sat: 6:00 am - 2:00 pm

452 West Commercial - Downtown Lebanon, MO - 417-532-7742

The O==




MISSOURI

BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

BENNETT SPRING

STATE PARK

AND SURROUNDING AREA
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Designed by City Explorer™
www.cityexplorer.net
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Adventures Float Trips & Campgrounds
Bennett Spring Campground

Bennett Spring Church of God

Bennett Spring Grill

Bennett Spring Homestead Motel
Bennett Spring Inn

Bennett Spring State Park

Bennett Spring Taxidermy

Castaway Campground

Cedar Ridge Campground

Corkery Campground

Family Crossing/The Bennett Room
Fort Bennett Trading Post & Canoe Rental
Ft.Niangua River Resort

Glynn’s RV

Hidden Valley Outfitters

Ho-Humm Canoe Rental & Campground
KOA

Larry's Cedar Resort

Litty Custom Knives

MacCreed’s Art Gallery

Maggard’s Canoe Rental

Menagerie Campground

NRO Canoe Rental & Campground
One-Eyed Willy's & Pete’s Place
Peaceful Valley RV Park

Reading’s Fly Shop

Riverfront Campground

Riverwood Resort

Sand Spring Resort

Thompson’s RV Park

Valley View Store

Weaver's Tackle Store

Wild Oaks Campground & Roadside Cafe

RECORD

LACLEDE COUNTY RE

LEBANON
11 MILES




Trail

At times you feel like you’'re
practically in the stream. After a
shortjaunt, you head up a steep cliff
side for an absolutely unique and
beautiful view of the park. While
the walk up and back down from
the bluffs can be a little tricky with
loose gravel in places, the small
workout is definitely worth the
experience. For those amateur pho-
tographers out there (I count myself
in that group), this is a great place to

from page 7

snap some photos of not only nature
but some fun family pics.

The short distance and the view
make Bluff Trail a perfect little hike
along the spring. I would highly
recommend checking it out the next
time you are at Bennett Spring State
Park.

If you're still wondering, while
the hike didn’t get out all of their
energy, it did slow our kids down
a little - at least for a day.

BUFFALO

Buffalo is a short 20 mile

drive south of Bennett Spring
State Park. With dining, shopping, and
lodging - you're sure to have a great
time visiting our friendly town!

The Best

tPizza Around!

Fresh Salad

Delicious Pizza
Hearty Sandwiches
Tasty Mexican Food
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“THE

CATFISH

CAFE

L.0S HERMANQS

660 S. Ash St., Buffalo, MO 65622

417-345-2200

\" || MEXICAN RESTAURANT ||

1210 S. Ash St.

Buffalo, MO
417-345.1277

Catfish ¢ Steaks ¢ Chicken ¢ Burgers * Sandwiches ¢ Wraps




- Homemade Sandwiches
& Flowers » Deli Meat & Cheese « Bulk Spices - Bulk Candy

: & durplus Lroceries 23 Miles West on Hwy 64 Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 8-5 pm
Prices Subject to Stock on Hand Right on T Hwy 9 miles  Fri. 8-6 pm * Sat. 8-5 pm

A17-993-3017 Lefton EHwy 1 mile onLeft  NowAccepting Credit, Debit Cards & EBT
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Normal

from page 3

“The restaurant is now operating
table service at 25 percent capacity. It's
open from 8 to 8, the store is limited
to 20 people in the store at a time. It’s
open an hour before fishing to an hour
after fishing.”

Rogers said the park store encour-
ages social distancing.

“That’s kind of hard to enforce
because our business is so family-re-
lated. You'll be standing outside and
there’ll be four people there by one
another but they’re all in one family,”
he said.

Rogers said visitors have done a
good job of policing themselves.

He said people seem to be less
concerned about COVID-29 than they
were initially.

“Two or three weeks ago, every-
where I went, Lebanon, Springfield
businesses, 80 percent seemed to be
wearing masks,” he said. “Now, com-
ing into the store at Bennett, I'd say

it’s about 2 percent that are wearing
masks, so right or wrong, customers
have decided they don’t need to wear
them.”

Ben Havens, hatchery manager at
Bennett Spring, said stocking resumed
on May 16.

He also sees activity returning to
pre-COVID-19 levels.

“Fishing and the hatchery have
returned to normal operations. We’ve
gone back to our normal routine if you
will,” he said. “It's business as usual.”

The park pool is also closed due to
public safety during the COVID-19
pandemic until further notice.

Lodging, retail and food operations
opened May 15 at limited capacity,
following all social distancing guide-
lines. Watercraft rental and pool oper-
ations will remain temporarily closed.
See http:/ /www.bennettspringstate-
park.com/bennettspring/index.jsp
for more information.

Take A Trip
Back in Time and
Appreciate the
Simpler Things

Enjoyza'Delicious/Home:Cooked
Meallat{QurNewly/Renoyated
RestaurantiWhile}You;re/Here!?
Delicious
Homc~Cooi<cc| Foocl!

Open: 11:00 am to 2:30 pm
Monday-Saturday

* Dry Goods * Gifts - Housewares
+ Kitchenwares + Handmade Toys
+ Jams, Jellies & Pickles

* Handmade Soaps & Lotions

+ Cookbooks * Candles & More!

Store Hours 10:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday-Saturday

Directions: West on Hwy 64, 10 Miles past Bennett Spring Park.
Turn right on Hwy T, then on YY to Store. Follow signs.

Dining Sets, Bedroom Suites,
Lawn Furniture And More!

FURNITURE

OZARKS COUNTRY

885 State Rd. T - Tunas, M0 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 - Sat. 8-12 - Closed Sundays

Meat - Cheese
Yogurt « Snacks

417-932-4700

Discount & Surplus Foods

Affordable by
the cart full

1571 State Hwy 64 - Tunas, MO 65764

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. « Closed Wed. & Sun.
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AT BSP

Bennett Spring Propane
Your One-Stop Shop for

Premium CBD Products.

STOP BY TODAY!

$1 000 ct-gm Kratom
9 Cannotbe
; combined with
any other offer
We Will Beat An% 0o
Price By 0
Advledertreﬁllsg\gw\ust e advertised price within 5 mile
on e of Bennett Spring state Park.
"iI‘ - ! ﬂ E ¢ .
100LB 30LB AER—

CYL. CYL.

*prices subject to change

Duane and The Gang are very excited to
announce the arrival of CBD...

¢ Edibles ¢ Gummies e Lollipops ¢ Lotions ¢ Hemp Smokes ¢ Hemp Nugs
e Oils e Vapes ¢ Infused Honey Sticks AND MORE

The Areas LARGEST Selection of CBD Products and Brands Including
Captain LA Kratom

Sign up for our
LOYALTY
PROGRAM
and get 20%
OFF your first
CBD purchase*
and earn

10% OFF for your
next purchase!
(I.E. First Time Purchase of

$100 get $20 OFF,
then the next time you come
in you get an additional
$10 off from you previous
purchase.) *Exclusions apply.

BENNETT SPRING PROPANE
LOCATED AT VALLEY VIEW RV

Cheapest Prices Around...
BEN N ETT

. SPRING PROPANE L

==
T

« Liquor « Firewood Only $2%°

«Ice Only *1%/10lb

« Laundromat on Site, Open 24/7
« Replace Valves - Inspect Bottles

Look for the Bright LED Signs!

12972 HWY 64 - LEBANON - (417) 588-8858
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