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Opening Day

CHRIS RODEN • FOR TROUT TALK

t t

Nearly 2,400 anglers fished at Bennett Spring on March 1

Roger Reynolds of Orrick, Mo. 
came to the Opening Day of trout 
season at Bennett Spring State Park 
for two reasons.

“Chaos and the fun of it” has 
brought Reynolds back to the park on 
Opening Day fifteen times.

The chaos was probably limited to 
finding a parking place or a suitable 
patch of grass nearby in which to park 
and the fews seconds after Jim Smith, 
the “whistleblower” sounded the si-
ren at 6:30 a.m. on March 1.

That is when thousands of flies and 
lures broke the surface to entice the 
trout to do their part.

They complied and gave 2,376 

daily tag purchases a strong chance 
of getting their daily possession limit 
of four trout.

Vince Wilson from Republic, Mo. 
caught his four in about 10 minutes. 

“Fishing has been good, and fish 
size has been great,” Wilson said.

He was impressed by how well ev-
eryone got along despite being elbow 
to elbow in places and by the quiet 
in the park when over 2,000 anglers 
and, in some cases, their families filled 
the park.

“Someone had mentioned that 
this morning, that it was eerily quiet. 
There wasn’t a lot of chatter and the 
usual banter going on. It was nice,” 
Wilson said.

Many had purchased their daily 

tags the day before.
“We had folks yesterday lining up 

to buy their daily tags and actually 
sitting on lawn chairs around the Park 
Store,” Zack Knerr, one of the park’s 
assistant natural resource manager, 
said.

At 6:45 a.m., some 15 minutes into 
the new season, Ben Havens, hatchery 
manager said the tag count stood at 
over 1,800 tags sold. 

“This is the biggest opener I’ve had 
since I’ve been at Bennett in my last 
five years here, so this is awesome,” 
Havens said.

Opening Day falling on a Sunday 
with pleasant weather enthused some 
anglers who had fished in the past in 
weather that allowed ice to form on 

their poles and moustaches.
Havens said the Park Store was 

busy through Saturday night, selling 
tags to eager anglers.

“This is like the Daytona 500 of 
trout fishing. It starts off with a bang 
here,” Havens said.

Havens said he and his son had 
plans to fish Sunday afternoon.

“The best part of my job is getting a 
healthy product out the door stocked 
in the stream and getting to watch 
these guys come from far and wide to 
catch them. That’s the best part of my 
job. That’s why we do what we do is 
to provide that opportunity. Honestly, 
that’s the most rewarding part of what 
I do,” Havens said.
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Art Gallery and Gifts

Functional Pottery,
Artwork, Jewelry & More!

Art Gallery Open
April - October

Thursday-Saturday
Visit

www.maccreedsgallery.com
& order online year round.

Come As You Are
and Worship With Us!

Bennett Spring Church of God
26322 Hwy 64A • Lebanon

(inside Bennett Spring State Park Adjacent to Dining Lodge)
417.532.7531 www.facebook.com/BennettSpringChurchofGod

Wednesday Bible 
Study 7:00pm
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning 
Worship 10:30am
Sunday Evening 
Worship 6:00pm

“And he saith unto them, 
follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” - 
Mathew 4:19

RACE INTO FUN
This Vacation Season!

417-993-0100 • Lebanon I-44 Speedway
www.i44speedway.net

He was excited to see the number 
of anglers in the park and noted the 
parking lots were full and people 
were parking on the grass.

Tom Kruze from Windsor, Mo. said 
he had been been coming to the park 
for Opening Day for over 30 years.

“I don’t know what it is. The first 
time I came down here, I thought I 
wasn’t going to like this, but it got 
under my skin and here I am 25 or 
30 years later. Hooked me right in 
the jaw, I guess,” Kruze said.

Bob Dean from Holden, Mo. 
brought his mother, Gladys, with 
him. She lost her husband last year 
and decided to celebrate her anni-
versary in the same locale as her 
honeymoon 68 years ago.They were 
spectators on Opening Day and just 
enjoying being a part of the excite-
ment but with plans to fish later in 
the week.

“I’ve got a lot of friends I’ve met 
over the last 57 years down here that 
fish a lot. We kind of have a reunion 
down here,” Dean said.

Gladys said the first time Bob vis-
ited the park he was a pre-schooler 
so excited to be in the park that he 
ran across the CCC bridge to the spot 
where a lone evening angler stood 
and fell in the water. The angler 
fished him out.

“I was a lunker that year,” Dean 
said.

Doug Staple from Lake Sherwood, 
Mo. shared a bench with the Deans 
while he geared up.

“This is the prettiest park in Mis-
souri. I fish every park in the state, 
and I fish all the rivers for trout. I 
fished all winter for trout,” Staple 
said.

He planned to meet up with his 
kids at the park for a family reunion 
of sorts. However, he said Opening 
Day provided another version of a 
family reunion.

“That’s what this day is like. You 
see a lot of people you know, and 
you don’t even know their names, 
because you fish here all the time,” 
Staple said.
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Homemade deserts • Breakfast • LuncH • dine-in • carry-out

The Lunch Box Cafe
417-532-2044 • 106. E. Commerical, Lebanon

Mon.-Sat. 6am-2pm • Closed Sundays

The Place where 

Locals Meet to Eat

452 West Commercial • Downtown Lebanon, MO  • 417-532-7742

Mon-Thur: 5:30 am - 2:00 pm
Fri: 5:30 am - 8:00 pm 
Sat: 6:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Owners: 
Clifton and Nancy Smith 

Coffee
is only

$1.00

Breakfast • Lunch
Friday Night Dinners 

Hot Coffee & Homemade Pies & Cobblers 

Home Cookin’ At It’s Best!

Jim Smith estimated he has heard the start-
ing whistle or siren for 55 Opening Days at 
Bennett Spring State Park.

This year, Smith, a Jefferson City resident, 
was the whistle blower who triggered the 
launching of thousands of flies and lures into 
the stream.

He is happy he was selected.
“It’s something I’ve thought about for many, 

many years, so it’s really a big honor. There’s a 
bunch that goes down with me all the time for 
the last 30 or 40 years. They’ve been wondering 
when I was going to blow the whistle, so now 
they got their wish,” Smith said.

Smith has noticed a change in the reason 
anglers come to the park to fish.

He said he encounters more and more peo-
ple who enjoy filling their freezers rather than 
the camaraderie that he remembers being a 
staple of trout fishing.

Trout fishing was not the type of fishing 
Smith first experienced. As is the case for most 
boys, his early fishing habits were influenced 
by his father.

“Back when I was a pup, we used to fish 
the ponds around for blue gill and brim and 
the creeks for rock bass and stuff like that. I 
probably started when I was five or six years 
old doing that, and then it just gradually got 
up to where Dad got interested in trout fishing 
and he took me along,” Smith said.

Catching a huge number of trout is not what 
makes trout fishing in Bennett Spring State 
Park enjoyable for Smith.

“My favorite part is going down and getting 
in the water and fishing and seeing if you can 

fool one every once in a while,” Smith said.
He is not interested in eating his catch, 

although he enjoyed smoking them and bar-
becuing them in the past. Smoking the trout 
took a little time and required some early luck.

“We used to take the smoker down, and 
everything you wanted to eat for supper on 
the opening night, you had to have up to the 
cabin by 10:00 so we could have it on the smok-
er and have it ready for supper that night,” 
Smith said.

Although he enjoys opening day, he is 
more of a fan of fishing once warmer weather 
arrives.

His favorite times of the year to fish are 
spring and fall when family vacations to the 
parks are few and kids are not a distraction.

“They’re always running around, wading 
and behind you and everything, and it’s kind 
of distracting. You’ve got to watch out for 
them too. It’s just easier if they’re not there,” 
Smith said.

However, he enjoys the ones who develop 
a real interest in fishing and passes on some 
fly fishing knowledge to them.

You will rarely find trout on his stringer.
“I like fishing. I don’t care too much for 

catching anymore. Anything I catch, I release. 
It’s just the solitude and stuff where you get 
away from the daily drag of everything. You’re 
down there on the creek by yourself a lot of 
the time,” Smith said.

Consequently, Smith said opening day has 
been more enjoyable for the last five or six 
years with fewer numbers than in the past.

“There’s quite a bit of difference between 
now and back (then),” Smith said.

Jeff City man honored to kick off Opening Day
CHRIS RODEN • FOR TROUT TALK

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Submitted photo
This year’s whistleblower, Jim Smith, takes a break from fishing 
on a previous opening day at Bennett Spring State Park.
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BENNETT SPRING
STATE PARK

LEBANON • MISSOURI

BENNETT SPRING STATE PARK
24248 Hwy 64 • Lebanon, MO 65536

www.BennettSpringStatePark.com

For more information or reservations, call: 417-532-4307

Enjoy the Amenit ies

Don’t hesit ate a moment longer...

Stand alone, as well as duplex cabins, are available for your get away.

Cabins include refrigerators, satellite television, microwaves, coff ee
makers, air conditioning/heat... everything you need to make your
stay comfortable and relaxing.

Book your cabin today!

Enjoy the Outdoors!

Come and Stay in Scenic Beauty



Lebanon is a short 11 mile drive east of Bennett Spring State Park.
With dining, shopping, and lodging - you’re sure to have a great time visiting our friendly town!
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535 A East Elm Lebanon • 417-532-8044

A Boho Boutique

Artistic, Fun & Eclectic
Jewelry • Clothing • Accessories • CandlesThe Ozz

BohemianJEWELRY

10% DISCOUNT ON SELECT ITEMS WITH FISHING TAG

LiquorStore
WE NOW HAVE 
CBD & PIPES!311 E Elm, Lebanon • 417-532-4941

The Store
of Good
Spirits

ThursdayLadies’ Night
KARAOKE

Wednesday

Guys’ Night

FREE

POOL
Fri. & Sat.

Live Music Karaoke
DJ & Open Grill

Mon.-Sat. 4pm till 1:30am
Sun. Noon till Midnight

        AlfordsPubAndGrill
2071 West Elm • Inside Days Inn

across from Jones Truck Plaza

EXPERIENCE LEBANON
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Ben Havens, hatchery manager at 
Bennett Spring State Park, got a sur-
prise March 19.

“The Weather Service called for a 
half inch of rain when I went to bed 
last night (March 18). That’s what they 
were forecasting. When I woke up, we 
already had an inch and a quarter, and 
I knew it was going to get out. I just 
didn’t know how much,” Havens said.

Havens said the first January flood 
reached over seven feet that was fol-
lowed six days later another flood of 

4.68 feet. 
That week’s flood topped it at 4.75 

feet to come in second place.
“We’ve got the crew here, and 

they’re working ever so diligently 
through this, through coronavirus, 
through whatever. There’s no days off 
if they want us to keep the trout safe,” 
Havens said.

He said the water from the 1.5 inch 
rain on March 14 that came from the 
valley above the spring did not bring as 
much debris since it did not rise above 
the earlier flood level.

March showers flood Bennett Spring State Park
CHRIS RODEN • FOR TROUT TALK
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1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO 65764
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.417-532-4700

LLC

Discount & Surplus Foods

Meat • Cheese
Yogurt • Snacks

Affordable by
the cart full

PLAD PANTRY

Ozarks Country
Furniture

Dining Sets, Bedroom Suites,
Lawn Furniture And More!

885 State Rd. T • Tunas, MO 65764
Tues.-Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 8-12 • Closed Sundays

N

S

EW

LEAD MINE AREA

Merchants Whistleblower from page 5

Since he is a catch and release angler, 
Smith uses barbless hooks and does not 
carry a net.

“When I catch one, I just play in it, 
reach down and you can just pluck that 
fly right out of their mouth and don’t 
have to shake them or anything else. It 
just pops out as soon as you release the 
tension on it. The fish never leaves the 
water,” Smith said.

Smith said even the big lunker he 
caught years ago never left the water. 
He did get a picture of it before releas-
ing it.

He did some spinning rod fishing 
“way back in the old days” but has used 
a fly rod most of his fishing career.

He prefers interpreting the serious-
ness of a bump to a fly over a hard strike 
to a lure used in spinning rod fishing.

“It’s a lot more fun when you fool 
one of them that way than it is when 
you’re just sitting there with a coffee 
grinder,” Smith said.

He said he does not trout fish for 
notoriety.

“People go down there and count 
how many they hooked that morning 
or how many they got out of this hole 
or that hole on this bug. That’s part of 
it for some people, but not for me,” 
Smith said.

Smith said he uses different flies 
for different holes. He uses marabou 
jigs, gnats, wooly buggers, leeches and 
salmon egg flies.

“It’s always an experiment,” Smith 
said.

Smith, 79, worked for MoDOT before 
he retired.

“I started out in the construction end 
of it and wound up in the planning end 
of it. I was in construction for about 
nine years of it, and the rest was in 
planning,” Smith said.

As with all trout anglers, Opening 
Day is one of Smith’s favorite times of 
the year with its promise of warmer 
days to come and plenty of trout willing 
to bite the right fly.

“I always look forward to Opening 
Day,” Smith said.
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SHOP
SUPPORT

NEW TO YOU
THRIFT STORE

&

Tues.-Fri. 9am-4pm \ Sat. 9am-3pm
1104 W. Blaine St. \ Buffalo \ 417-345-8484

Los Hermanos
|| Mexican restaurant ||

660 S. Ash St., Buffalo, MO 65622
417-345-2200

real
The

Home of Mexican Food!

The Best
Pizza Around!

HIP POCKET
PIZZA 1132 S. Ash St. • Buffalo • 417-345-8649

CARRY-OUT • DINE-IN • DRIVE-THRU

Fresh Salad
Delicious Pizza

Hearty Sandwiches
Tasty Mexican Food

Buffalo is a short 20 mile
drive south of Bennett Spring

State Park. With dining, shopping, and
lodging - you’re sure to have a great

time visiting our friendly town!

EXPERIENCE
BUFFALO

Two days later, the spring itself 
increased and clouded before leveling 
out. The usual clear water has been 
replaced by brown flood water.

“There’s probably an extra almost 
two feet of water going over the water-
fall right now,” Havens said.

He said he had not lost any trout yet.
“We’ve got all our fish in the lower 

fish complex, the lower raceways. The 
good thing about floods this early is 
they’re dirty, but they’re cold, so the 
water is still not rising temperature 
wise. We’re still in the low 60s, which is 
perfect for trout. The fish don’t get too 
upset by that,” Havens said.

He said a June flood with its warmer 
water entering the trout’s habitat would 
have different results.

“I’m loaded to the gills with fish right 
now for the season. We’re crammed and 
our densities are high, capacities are 
high as they should be to get through 
the season. If this (flood) were in the 

summertime, it would be a different 
story. We’d probably be having oxygen 
issues and fish health issues down there 
already,” Havens said.

He said prior to the flood the coro-
navirus had impacted the number of 
anglers in the park.

“This is spring break. We should 
have about 600 or 700 fishermen a day, 
and we’re at like 300. And it has nothing 
to do with the water or the rain because 
we’ve had good weather all week lead-
ing up to today. We should be a couple 
hundred more than that,” Havens said.

However, Havens said various in-
ternational groups from Scotland and 
Canada and states like Texas, Nevada, 
Kentucky, Iowa and Illinois are coming 
to the park.

“People are coming from all over. 
They’re not stopping their travels. 
They’re still here,” Havens said.

The Missouri State Parks Facebook 
page recommends maintaining a dis-

tance of six feet between anglers and to 
consult the Missouri State Parks website 
for current advisories regarding park 
usage.

Havens said the water color caused 
by the flooding may affect fishing for 
those who like to sight fish for about 
two weeks.

“There’s still fish in the river. You 
can still catch some fish, but it’s going 
to be tougher on you for sure,” Havens 
said.

Mike Angeli from St. Louis was 
having good luck.

In the two hours since he had 
arrived in the park, Angeli said he 
caught three trout. He was fishing at 
the upper end of the stream where the 
spring’s clear water had forced the 
brown water from the valley to one 
side of the stream.

He was not worried about the 
flooding.

“I worry about flooded in, not flood-

ed out,” Angeli said.
He had modified his usual angling 

techniques.
“You got to go a little big bigger, a 

little bit flashier. They’re down on the 
bottom,” Angeli said.

He carried a walking stick to steady 
him on one bad leg. He suggested an-
other use for it with coronavirus being 
a concern.

“We have that six foot rule nowa-
days, so if anybody gets within that 
six feet, I’ve got something to pop 
them with,” Mike Angeli from St. 
Louis joked.

His estimate was the stream was 
up a foot and a half. Neither the flood 
nor coronavirus cancelled his family 
get-together with his brothers and 
some of his sons.

“We all have to have concerns. I 
think Missouri is still, not in the safe 
zone, but two weeks from now, I might 
not have come down,” Angeli said.

Flooding from page 7



Look for the Bright LED Signs!
12972 HWY 64 • LEBANON • (417) 588-8858

BENNETT SPRING PROPANE
LOCATED AT VALLEY VIEW RV
Cheapest Prices Around...

• Liquor • Firewood Only $250 
• Ice Only $125/10lb
• Laundromat on Site, Open 24/7
• Replace Valves • Inspect Bottles

We Will Beat Any 

Advertised Price By 10%
On any cylinder refills only. Must be advertised price within 5 miles 

of Bennett Spring State Park.

*prices subject to change

20 LB 
CYL. 

$999

30 LB 
CYL. 

$1499

100 LB 
CYL. 

$3999

BENNETT 
SPRING PROPANE

Keeping It Affordable 
Since 2016

OMG
CBD
AT BSP

Duane and The Gang are very excited to 
announce the arrival of CBD... 
• Edibles • Gummies • Lollipops • Lotions • Hemp Smokes • Hemp Nugs 
• Oils • Vapes • Infused Honey Sticks AND MORE

The Areas LARGEST Selection of CBD Products and Brands Including 
Captain LA Kratom

STOP BY TODAY!

Bennett Spring Propane 
Your One-Stop Shop for 
Premium CBD Products.

Sign up for our 
LOYALTY 

PROGRAM 
and get 20% 
OFF your first 

CBD purchase* 
and earn 

10% OFF for your 
next purchase!

(I.E. First Time Purchase of 
$100 get $20 OFF, 

then the next time you come 
in you get an additional 

$10 off from you previous 
purchase.) *Exclusions apply.
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